
Become an OKAGE TC in 2011! 
Making New Year’s resolutions? How about joining 

OKAGE this February for 
a GeoBootCamp week-
end designed for teach-
ers wishing to become  
Teacher Consultants (TCs)!  
See p. 7 for more informa-
tion on attending this ex-
clusive workshop!

Proclaiming Geography Awareness 
Week a Success!

Registration Open for Summer Programs
OKAGE is offering three exciting programs this sum-
mer, including an ex-
ploration of historic 
Route 66, a look at 
GeoTechnologies and 
more. Program de-
scriptions begin on p. 4. 
Space is limited, so reg-
ister today!

The OKAGE News

Governor Brad Henry issued a proclamation on October 14, 2010 naming the week of November 14-20 as official 
Geography Awareness Week in Oklahoma. Receiving the proclamation are 2010 Geography Awareness Week 
coordinators Glenda Sullivan of Lawton (left), Helen Chaney Hackney of Ardmore and OKAGE Program Director 
Eugene Earsom (right). Since 2006, OKAGE has celebrated Geography Awareness Week with a art-themed contest 
highlighting each year’s specific Geography Action! theme. For more information, please see p. 3. Photo courtesy 
of the Office of the Governor.
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The OKAGE News is a quarterly publication of the Oklahoma 
Alliance for Geographic Eduction (OKAGE). 

OKAGE is a professional organization for geography and so-
cial studies educators in Oklahoma. OKAGE is affiliated with 
the National Geographic Society and its national network of 
state geographic alliances, the Oklahoma State Department 
of Education and other national geography organizations. 
OKAGE provides a year round schedule of professional devel-
opment institutes for in-service and pre-service teachers of all 
grade levels and subjects, including summer workshops and 
field studies that provide experiential learning opportunities.   

Submissions are welcome at any time by email, fax or postal 
mail.  
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The OKAGE News

Are you a TC with news to report?  Contact the OKAGE 
office at 405.325.5832 or okage@ou.edu with your news 
and updates for inclusion in the Spring 2011 issue.

Coordinator’s Corner
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Happy Holidays!   Most of you will be re-
ceiving this newsletter during the Christ-
mas season, a time for reflection and 
rejuvenation.  All of us at OKAGE wish 
you, your family and friends a warm 

and wonderful holiday!

Reflecting on this past year, OKAGE became “lean-
er and meaner” (I’m sure coaches still bark out this 
phrase) by cutting back and scaling down where we 
could.  In spite of funding cuts and many uncertainties, 
OKAGE offered a full slate of programs during the 2009-
10 school year, and was involved with six dynamic sum-
mer institutes! For the 2010-11 school year, state funding 
for OKAGE received another reduction, but we perse-
vered with the three-day World Geography Academy 
and two Geography Teacher Training Institutes this fall. 
OKAGE was also able to help twelve Teacher Consul-
tants attend the National Council for Geographic Edu-
cation annual conference in Savannah, where their 
presentations received great evaluations.

As OKAGE adjusts to future challenges, we’re rejuve-
nated on a daily basis by you, our members; the sup-
port, initiative, ideas and volunteer spirit that so many 
of you have is fantastic!  It’s your input and ideas that 
have resulted in many OKAGE institutes.  Three institutes 
are scheduled for the summer of 2011 and you can find 
descriptions of each institute beginning on p. 4. Last 
summer all institutes had waiting lists, so mark your cal-
endars now and sign up as soon as you can.  

This coming February 10th-12th we’ll be offering an op-
portunity for “TC” training at the annual GeoBootCamp, 
for those wishing to become more involved with the 
OKAGE family of Teacher Consultants, our dedicated 
corps of “Geo-Advocates!”  Contact us to see if you 
qualify; space is limited.  I encourage anyone interest-
ed to sign up for this life-changing experience!  Check 
out the online Guidelines for Achieving TC Status un-
der the “Resources” section of the OKAGE website at 
www.okageweb.org.

Okay, although it’s still in the early stages of planning, 
I’ve got to give you a “sneak peek” of this spring’s 
major event: “Totally Tulsa!”  How about the Gilcrease 
Museum, a downtown Tulsa art deco tour, and a great 
lunch?  Stuff geo-dreams are made of! This one is a 
must, the OKAGE Spring Conference on Saturday, 
March 26, 2011 in Tulsa.  See p. 8 more information.

As we look forward to 2011, we encourage you to stay 
in touch. Have a relaxing holiday and a New Year re-
naissance!                                            

Dr. Gary M. Gress, 
OKAGE Coordinator
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2010 Geography Awareness 
Week Postcard Contest 

This year’s Geography Awareness Week (GAW) 
theme is freshwater, a topic that global leaders 
have declared as one of the most critical issues of 
the 21st century. Due to inaccessibility, pollution, 
and misuse, less than 1% of the world’s freshwater 
is available for use. “Since the average American 
uses 100 gallons of water each day, the sustain-
ability of freshwater is a relevant topic for student 
exploration,” said Gary Gress, OKAGE Coordina-
tor. “Geography Awareness Week provided the 
perfect opportunity for students, teachers, and 
parents to explore the environmental impact of 
our freshwater usage.” 

Combining this theme with art, OKAGE hosted its 
5th Annual Geography Awareness Week Postcard 
Contest. More than 1,200 students from across the 
state submitted postcards in one of four catego-
ries of competition. First, second and third place 
winners were selected by a panel of professional 
geographers and OKAGE staff members based 
on creativity, originality and quality of content.  

Both the winning students and teachers will re-
ceive prizes, including cash awards, National 
Geographic magazine subscriptions and atlases. 
In addition, a globe will be presented to the class-
rooms of the first place winners in each category. 
Every student who entered the contest will receive 
a National Geographic inflatable globe. 

Launched in 1987 by presidential proclamation, 
GAW is held each November to promote the im-
portance of geography education in the United 
States. Families, teachers and students can visit 
geographyawarenessweek.org for games, ac-
tivities, and lessons about freshwater. Families and 
educators are invited to try their hand at a water 
footprint calculator to determine how much wa-
ter their family uses—and find ways to conserve. 
Teachers can access a wealth of lesson plans, 
including featured activities for use with new Na-
tional Geographic Mapmaker Kits. Also available 
are lists of recommended books and films, and 
free downloads of National Geographic maga-
zine and a “Where’s that Water?” quiz.  

2010 Geography Awareness Week 
Postcard Contest Winners

Grades Pre-K—2
1st Place: Briana Galloway,  
1st Grader, Kildare Elemen-
tary. Teacher: Jana Lam-
bring  
2nd Place: Cash Nichols, 2nd 
Grader, Kildare Elementary. 
Teacher: Jana Lambring  
3rd Place: James Bales, 2nd 
Grader, Kildare Elementary. Teacher: Jana Lam-
bring.

Grades 3 – 5
1st Place: Gabe Wilmont, 5th 
Grader, Maysville Elemen-
tary. Teacher: Janet Little 
2nd Place: Farrah Dehart,  
5th Grader, Maysville El-
ementary. Teacher: Janet 
Little
3rd Place: MaKayla Vick,  4th 
Grader,  Maysville Elementary. Teacher: Janet Little

Grades 6 -8
1st Place: Drew Adney, 7th Grader, Coweta Junior 
High. Teacher: Linda Baker
2nd Place: Katie Doan, 
8th Grader, St. Phillip Neri 
School, Midwest City. 
Teacher: Linda McElroy
3rd Place: Lauren Olay,  7th 
Grader, St. Elizabeth Ann 
Seton in Edmond. Teacher: 
Barbara Brearton

Grades 9 – 12
1st Place: Brandy Clemons, 
11th Grader, Roland Public 
Schools. Teacher: Tiffany 
Rainwater
2nd Place: Jessica Hutchins, 
12th Grader, Roland Public 
Schools. Teacher: Tiffany 
Rainwater
3rd Place: Caitlin Goode, 12th Grader, Roland 
Public Schools. Teacher: Tiffany Rainwater

PreK-2 1st Place Winner

Grades 3-5 1st Place Winner

Grade 6-8 st Place Winner

Grades 9-12 1st Place Winner

Find resources at geographyawarenessweek.org.



NCGE Honors Sullivan

OKAGE TC Glenda 
Sullivan of Lawton re-
ceived the 2010 NCGE  
award for Outstanding 
Support for Geogra-
phy Education at the 
organization’s annual 
conference in Savan-
nah, Georgia.  The 
award is presented to individuals who have made 
extraordinary commitments to the teaching and 
learning of geography. Glenda has been an OK-
AGE TC and advocate of geography education 
in Oklahoma since 1989. Sullivan (right) is pictured 
above with Dr. Kristi Alvarez, NCGE President. 

Summer 2010 Program Descriptions
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From Google Earth to GPS: GeoTechnologies 
for the Classroom*
June 20-24, 2011                    
Google Earth has become a “playground” to investi-
gate places one has never been and to create three-
dimensional models of buildings and other landscape 
features.  This institute will give teachers hands-on op-
portunities with advanced technologies that form the 
foundation of everyday consumer tools.  Participants 
will work with ArcGIS and handheld recreational and 
professional grade GPS units, and will develop class-
room activities and projects using web-based and 
consumer oriented options readily available to any 
school.  The OSU Department of Geography will host 
this institute in Stillwater. Limited to 20 teachers.

See the USA the OKAGE Way: SE Oklahoma*
June 5-10, 2011 
This institute provides a specific and fundamental fo-
cus on United States geography within an Oklahoma 
microcosm. Teachers will gain a solid working knowl-
edge of the concept of region from a spatial perspec-
tive, and physical and human geography.  A northeast 
Oklahoma field study will be the focal point, with visits 
planned to the Creek Council House in Okmulgee, the 
Fort Gibson stockade, the hydroelectric generating 
plant at Grand River Dam, the lead and zinc mining dis-
trict near Picher, the Frank Lloyd Wright-designed Price 
Tower in Bartlesville and more! Limited to 20 teachers.

June 2010 July 2010

Please Note:

• Space in each institute is limited and registra-
tions will be accepted on a “first come, first 
served” basis.  

• Teachers who are accepted will receive a con-
firmation email with more details. 

• Teachers who are not accepted will be notified 
promptly. 

• For more information or for accommodations on 
the basis of disability, please call 405.325.5832 
or visit www.okageweb.org.                                                 
      

 *Institute is pending grant funding approval

Morphology of the Mother Road: Kicks on 66* 
July 17-22, 2011 
Although decommissioned by the federal government 
in 1985, Route 66 is steeped in history and nostalgia.  
Participants will gain an understanding of the cultural, 
historical, geographic and economic impact of Route 
66 by traveling remaining sections of the road in Okla-
homa and studying how it shaped the communities 
through which it ran.  Participants will compare land-
scape changes from the 1920s to the present day on 
the “Mother Road.” [2010 Institute participants will be 
wait-listed.] Limited to 20 teachers.

2010 OKAGE Summer Program Descriptions

Stay Connected on FB!

Looking for a way to keep 
up with the latest OK-
AGE news and interact 
with other OKAGE teach-
ers and supporters?  Visit  
facebook.dj/okage and 
“Like” us to stay up on the 
latest news, information, 
photos and conversa-

tions going on with OKAGE’s staff, supporters and 
teachers.  Have a great geography resource or 
classroom success story that you want to share 
with like-minded educators?  Our Facebook page 
is the perfect place to let your inner geo-geek run 
wild! 



Name:       Email:

School District:       Grade Level:

School Name:        Subject Taught:

Gender (Please Circle):   Male  Female

Home Address:

City:       State:    Zip:

Home Phone:         Cell / Alternate Phone:(        ) (        )

Registration Form
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Registration Deadline: Friday, May 6, 2011.
• One registration form per person.  (Feel free to photocopy this form.)
• A $50 deposit per institute is due at the time of application and will be returned in full upon 

 successful completion of the institute.  
• School purchase orders are accepted. Please be sure billing address is clearly indicated.  
• All materials, meals, and accommodations during each program are provided by OKAGE.
•	 ALL	written	communications,	including	enrollment	confirmation	and	participant	information	

packets, will be sent via email, so please provide an email address below that you will be 
able to access during the summer months.

Return Completed Form to:
OKAGE

100 East Boyd, SEC Rm 442
Norman, OK  73019-1018

or fax to 405.325.8781.

 Office Use Only:
 Check / PO #:
 Date:

2011 Summer Programs Registration Form

Participant Information:

Select the Institute(s) for Which You Wish to Register:

See the USA the OKAGE Way: SE Oklahoma—June 5 -10, 2011

From Google Earth to GPS: GeoTechnologies for the Classroom—June 20-24, 2011

Morphology of the Mother Road: Kicks on 66 —July 17-22, 2011

Housing Options & T-Shirt Information:

I plan to stay in Norman* during the institute and will need hotel accommodations.
[Please note that you will have a roommate at the hotel unless you have a documentable health problem that would prevent 
sharing accommodations. If necessary, please contact the OKAGE office at 405.325.5832 to discuss alternative arrangements.]

 Requested Roommate (if any): 

I plan to commute during the institute and will not need lodging in Norman.

Please indicate your preferred T-shirt size:

 Small  Medium   Large X-Large XX-Large XXX-Large

*Hotel accommodations for the GeoTechnologies Institute will be in Stillwater. Participants selected for the Route 66 Institute will receive 
housing information prior to the start date.



Save the Rainforest
by OKAGE TC Lee Ann Harrelson (Prague)

PURPOSE:  
Students will understand how human settlement and deforestation drove the Puerto Rican 
parrot to the brink of extinction. Students will learn what humans did in the past to change 
the region and what is being done to reverse this effect. Students will explore other world 
regions where there are endangered animals and what is being done to protect them.

NATIONAL GEOGRAPHY STANDARDS:
•	 Standard 14: Environment and Society: The geographically informed person knows 

and understands how human actions modify the physical environment. 
•	 Standard 4: Places and Regions: The geographically informed person knows and 

understands the physical and human characteristics of places.

PASS OBJECTIVES:  
•	 Grade 6 World Studies  

1.2  Identify, evaluate, and draw conclusions from different kinds of maps, graphs, 
charts, diagrams, timelines, and other representations such as photographs and 
satellite-produced images or computer-based technologies.

•	 Grade 7 World Geography  
2.3  Explain how and why regions change over time.  
5.2  Evaluate the effects of human modification of and adaptation to the natural environment.

MATERIALS:
• Save the Rainforest PowerPoint* 
• Pencils, crayons, or markers 
• Scissors 
• Glue or glue sticks 
• Student instruction sheet*  
• Reference materials such as the Internet and an encyclopedia   

PROCEDURE:
1. Introduce the lesson by making a class list of the animals that students believe are endangered. 
2. Show the Save the Rainforest PowerPoint which presents the changing of the rainforest region in Puerto 

Rico and a history of the plight of the Puerto Rican parrots. 
3. After viewing the PowerPoint, have students research another endangered animal in a specific region 

of the world.  Find information such as facts about the animal, how the animal became endangered, in 
which world region the animal lives, and what, if anything, is being done to preserve or reestablish the 
animal in its native habitat. 

4. Have students design a tri-fold brochure on the animal they researched following teacher example (stu-
dent instructions available at www.okageweb.org). A sample brochure is shown at end of PowerPoint.  
The assignment can be done individually or as a group project. For lower elementary, teacher may 
have students make a poster instead of a brochure.

ASSESSMENT:
Teacher and/or fellow students can evaluate the completed brochure(s) on the ad-
herence to the directions, attractiveness of the finished project, and other criteria.

Extension and Enrichment:
1. Design a  T-shirt using interesting information from each student’s research 

(T-shirt template available at www.okageweb.org.) 
2. Research an animal that has become extinct and tell the reasons why it 

happened. Did it become extinct because the region was changed?  Was 
this change a result of human activity?  (Note: The teacher may want to 
exclude dinosaurs.)

Lesson Plan
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*Please visit the online version of this lesson at www.okageweb.org for additional content and resources.

GRADE LEVEL:
4th-12th

Time Frame: 
2-3 Class Periods

Connections: 
Art, Science,  
History,  
Technology



 News & Notes
Meet the TC:
Lee Ann Harrelson, Prague
How long have you been involved with OKAGE 
and why did you decide to become involved?
I have been involved for about five years. After 
teaching math for 20+years, I was asked to teach 
geography. I was feeling really lost until I attend-
ed an OKAGE World Geography Academy. I was 
excited to see all the fun I could have teaching 
geography.  

How	has	OKAGE	benefited	you	as	a	teacher?
Because of all the people I have met, I have 
brought a wealth of information into my classroom. 
Glenda Sullivan has been one of the most inspi-
rational of those people. Her experience, knowl-
edge, and encouragement have helped me to 
become a better teacher. I have also gained a 
wealth of experience through traveling to the Na-
tional Council for Geographic Education (NCGE) 
conferences and OKAGE field trips.

What do you like most about geography?
 I like to take my students to places they have nev-
er been and show them that there is a big world 

with many interesting peo-
ple and things to see.

Where is the most geograph-
ically interesting place you 
have been?
The rainforest field  trip at 
the NCGE meeting in Puer-
to Rico, and teaching for a 
year with my husband in Oki-
nawa, Japan. We really ex-
perienced Japanese culture 
and spent a year exploring 
a fascinating island.

Why would you encourage another teacher to 
become an OKAGE TC?
In my years of attending teacher training sessions, 
none compare to what I receive from OKAGE.  I 
always tell other teachers that if training is offered 
by OKAGE, it is worth your time.  From the begin-
ning, I was told OKAGE is one big happy family.  I 
am proud to be part of that family.  

Ready to Join the OKAGE 
Family? Become a TC!
Do you have a full set of tools and tricks to help 
students become geographically literate? Do you 
inspire other teachers to integrate geography into 
their curriculum—without them even knowing it?  
Do you marvel each day at the interconnected-
ness of geography in everything you see, hear, 
and read?  If so, there is a good chance you have 
what it takes to survive OKAGE’s upcoming Geo-
BootCamp, a weekend retreat designed espe-
cially for those wishing to become Teacher Con-
sultants (TCs).

By becoming an OKAGE TC, you will join a vibrant 
network of educators around the state who are 
inspired and excited about improving geography 
education and geographic literacy in Oklahoma. 
You will also have the opportunity to participate in 
state and national committees, programs, travel 
opportunities, and professional development pro-
grams available only to OKAGE TCs.   
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You will have the chance to present original lesson 
plans and ideas at teacher peer workshops and 
can choose to get involved with exciting National 
Geographic Society initiatives such as Geography 
Awareness Week. For your time and effort as a TC, 
you will receive incentives and compensation for 
representing OKAGE at school district in-service 
meetings, and regional, state and national con-
ferences, as well as free materials for your class-
room.

Scheduled for February 10-12, 2011, the GeoBoot-
Camp will take place at the University of Okla-
homa in Norman. GeoBootCamp participants 
will receive hands-on, interactive training from 
seasoned Teacher Consultants in the skills and re-
sources needed to become  “geo-ambassadors” 
around the state.  Participation in the GeoBoot-
Camp is free-of-charge, including hotel accom-
modations and meals, substitute reimbursement 
and mileage.

Are you ready to become an OKAGE 
TC? Contact the OKAGE office or email 
okage@ou.edu for more information.

A TC since 2009, Lee Ann Harrelson teaches 6th  & 7th grade 
geography and 8th grade U.S. History at Prague Middle 
School. She has recently presented sessions at the NCGE An-
nual Conferences in Puerto Rico (2009) and Savannah (2010). 
She has been honored as the Prague District Teacher of the 
Year  and Middle School Teacher of the Year four times.

Lee Ann Harrelson on 
Nanny Goat Beach on 
Sapelo Island, Georgia. 
Photo  courtesy of Lee 
Ann Harrelson.



Oklahoma Alliance for Geographic Education
University of Oklahoma
100 East Boyd, SEC Rm 442
Norman, OK  73019-1018

127722500
Return Service Requested

Non-Profit Organization
U.S. Postage

PAID
University of Oklahoma

Upcoming Events
February 10 - 12, 2011
GeoBootCamp, Norman

March 26, 2011
OKAGE Spring Conference, Tulsa

April 1, 2011
Oklahoma Geographic Bee

May 6, 2011
Summer Program Registration Deadline

June 5 - 10, 2011
See the USA the OKAGE Way: SE Oklahoma

June 20-24, 2011
From Google Earth to GPS: GeoTechnologies 
for the Classroom, Stillwater.

July 17-22, 2011
Morphology of the Mother Road: Kicks on 66

Go “Totally Tulsa” with  
OKAGE’s Spring Conference
Ready for an awesome trip up the turnpike this 
spring? Join OKAGE for the 2011 Spring Confer-
ence, celebrating the theme of “Totally Tulsa!” The 
conference will be held on Match 26, 2011 and 
will include field studies of the downtown Tulsa 
art deco district and docent-led tours of the Gil-
crease Museum.  More information will be posted 
on the OKAGE Web site and Facebook as it be-
comes available.

Want to See Morocco? 
A Morocco field course offered through the Arts 
& Science Outreach program at OSU will be held 
May 21-June 5, 2011.  Highlights include visits to the 
Roman City of Volubilis, Toubkal National Park in 
the High Atlas Mountains, the dunes of Erg Chebbi 
in the Sahara, and the Kasbah of Ait ben Haddou 
World Heritage Site. Participants can receive un-
dergraduate or graduate credit. For more infor-
mation, contact Professor Dale Lightfoot in the 
Department of Geography at Oklahoma State 
University  at 405-744-9177 or email d.lightfoot@
okstate.edu.




