
Become a GeoBootCamp “Survivor” 
Join OKAGE this February for a GeoBootCamp 

weekend designed 
especially for teach-
ers wishing to become  
Teacher Consultants 
(TCs).  See p. 7 to see if 
you have what it takes 
to become a boot-
camp “survivor!”

Winning Students Use Art to Explore 
Geography Action! 2009

Registration Open for Summer Programs
OKAGE is offering a full slate of summer programs, 
including an explora-
tion of historic Route 66, 
an in-depth look at the 
National Park Service in 
Oklahoma and more! 
Program descriptions be-
gin on p. 4. Space is lim-
ited, so register today!

The OKAGE News

Since 2006, OKAGE has celebrated Geography Awareness Week with a art-themed contest highlighting each 
year’s specifi c Geography Action! theme.  This year, nearly 1,000 students from across the state submitted post-
cards exploring the theme “Mapping Europe” for a chance to win great prizes. For a complete list of this year’s 
winners, please see p. 3. Above, the winning postcard entry in the Grades 3 -5 division, submitted by 5th grader 
Jennifer Abshire from McLoud Intermediate in McLoud. 
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Since 2006, OKAGE has celebrated Geography Awareness Week with a art-themed contest highlighting each 



The OKAGE News is a quarterly publication of the Oklahoma 
Alliance for Geographic Eduction (OKAGE). 

OKAGE is a professional organization for geography and so-
cial studies educators in Oklahoma. OKAGE is affiliated with 
the National Geographic Society and its national network of 
state geographic alliances, the Oklahoma State Department 
of Education and other national geography organizations. 
OKAGE provides a year round schedule of professional devel-
opment institutes for in-service and pre-service teachers of all 
grade levels and subjects, including summer workshops and 
field studies that provide experiential learning opportunities.   

Submissions are welcome at any time by email, fax or postal 
mail.  
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The OKAGE News

Are you a TC with news to report?  Contact the OKAGE 
office at 405.325.5832 or okage@ou.edu with your news 
and updates for inclusion in the Spring 2010 issue.

Director’s Cut

R. Eugene Earsom
OKAGE Program Director
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Reflecting on 2009 and the 2009-10 school 
year, I realized what a time it has been for 
change.  Transition.  Modulation.  Retrench-
ment.  Transformation.  Revolution.  Thinking 
beyond the present.  Choose the term that 

suits you.  I think you will agree that as educators we 
have had to deal with many changes, some anticipat-
ed but most not, in a fairly short period of time.  Wheth-
er the topic of conversation is politics, the economy, 
climate change, health system reform, or whether your 
school district has enough money to finish the academ-
ic year, it is and will continue to be a time of change.

The same is certainly true of OKAGE as we try to meet 
the needs of Oklahoma teachers, revamping and re-
fashioning our programming with uncertain financial 
resources.  Many of you know Brooke Barnett, our com-
munications specialist, who resigned back in May so 
she could spend more time with her family, including 
husband Jason, daughter Murphy and son Graham, 
who is nearly a year old now.  We are fortunate to con-
tinue to benefit from Brooke’s talents and creativity on 
an ad hoc basis to write and edit this Newsletter and 
keep our web site and Facebook page updated.

A change that we felt deeply was the passing in August 
of Dr. Ed Pugh, longtime leader in geographic educa-
tion and co-founder of the Consortium of Oklahoma 
Geographers, OKAGE’s parent organization.  Ed provid-
ed focus, energy and fundraising acumen at a critical 
time in OKAGE history that resulted in the creation of an 
endowment (under the aegis of National Geographic) 
known as the Oklahoma Geography Education Fund.  
Since its genesis, the Fund has granted hundreds of 
thousands of dollars to teachers and schools to under-
write projects, tie technology to student learning, and 
match contributions from local school foundations and 
PTAs.  As further evidence of Ed’s dedicated fundraising 
to benefit preK-12 and pre-service teachers, more than 
100 Oklahoma teachers received full scholarships to at-
tend the National Council for Geographic Education 
annual conference in 2007, and nine OKAGE teacher 
consultants had the opportunity to present at the 2009 
NCGE conference in September.  Ed took vicarious 
pleasure in seeing teachers learn more that they could 
share with their students.  His vision and legacy live on 
through OKAGE.

OKAGE leadership reflects on the past and present in 
order to plan for broader and greater opportunities to 
serve teachers in 2010.  Please read descriptions in this 
Newsletter of our annual spring conference as well as 
our six (6!) summer institutes.  And remember that most 
of OKAGE programming is FREE!  So sign up early and 
spread the word as OKAGE meets the challenges of 
change in the new year head-on!



Cover Story
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2009 Geography Action  
Postcard Contest Winners

Nearly 1,000 students from across the state submit-
ted postcards to OKAGE’s 4th Annual Geography 
Action! postcard contest in celebration of Geog-
raphy Awareness Week (GAW). First, second and 
third place winners were selected by a panel of 
professional geographers and OKAGE staff mem-
bers based on cre-
ativity, originality 
and quality of con-
tent.  

In the 3rd – 5th 
grade division, this 
year’s first place 
winner is Jen-
nifer Abshire, a 
5th Grader from 
McLoud Interme-
diate in McLoud (Teacher: Katie Buckley).  In the 
6th – 8th grade division, the first place winner is 
Katie Hendrix, a 7th Grader from Owasso 7th 
Grade Center in Owasso (Teacher: Yvette King). 
Natalie Mooney, a 12th Grader from Roland Pub-
lic Schools in Roland won first prize in the 
9th – 12th grade division (Teacher: Tiffany 
Rainwater).

Both the winning students and teachers 
will receive prizes, including cash awards, 
National Geographic magazine subscrip-
tions and atlases. In addition, a globe will 
be presented to the classrooms of the 
first place winners in each category. Ev-
ery student who entered the contest will 
receive a National Geographic Society 
map. “The contest provides a fun, cre-
ative way to increase students’ under-
standing of the world around them,” said 
Gary Gress, OKAGE Coordinator.  

Launched in 1987 by presidential proclamation, 
GAW is held each November to promote the im-
portance of geography education in the United 
States. Teachers can find activities and classroom 
resources at www.GeographyAwarenessWeek.
org, including the ability to download a free Na-
tional Geographic map of the world. 

2009 Geography Awareness Week 
Postcard Contest Winners

Grades 3 – 5
1st Place: Jennifer Abshire, a 5th Grader from 
McLoud Intermediate in McLoud. Teacher: Katie 
Buckley
2nd Place: Paige Biffle, a 4th Grader from Horace 
Mann Elementary in Woodward.  Teacher: Cindy 
Brown
3rd Place: David Parker, a 5th Grader from Fairview 
Elementary in Moore. Teacher: Lisa Garrison
Honorable Mention: Maison Moseley, a 4th Grad-
er from Horace Mann Elementary in Woodward.  
Teacher: Cindy Brown
Honorable Mention: Dana Raun, a 3rd Grader 
from Westwood Elementary in Stillwater. Teacher: 
Pam Clower

Grades 6 -8
1st Place: Katie Hendrix, a 7th Grader from Owas-
so 7th Grade Center in Owasso. Teacher: Yvette 
King
2nd Place: Kyle Leistner, a 7th Grader from Elk City 
Middle School in Elk City. Teacher: Nan Hubbard
3rd Place: Tim Rosencrans, a 7th Grader from St. 
Elizabeth Ann Seton in Edmond. Teacher: Joan 
Krauss
Honorable Mention: Molly Ross, a 7th Grader from 

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton in Edmond. 
Teacher: Barbara Brearton
Honorable Mention: Austin Petit, a 
7th Grader from Blanchard Middle 
School in Blanchard. Teacher: Wanda 
Humphries

Grades 9 – 12
1st Place: Natalie Mooney, a 12th 
Grader from Roland Public Schools in 
Roland. Teacher: Tiffany Rainwater
2nd Place: Linh Truong, a 9th Grad-
er from Astec Charter High School 
in Oklahoma City. Teacher: Angela 
Dormiani
3rd Place: Amelia Merritt, a 9th Grad-
er from  Astec Charter High School in 

Oklahoma City. Teacher: Angela Dormiani
Honorable Mention: Jessica De La Cruz, a 9th 
Grader from Astec Charter High School in Okla-
homa City. Teacher: Angela Dormiani
Honorable Mention: Mike Ramirez, a 9th Grader 
from Astec Charter High School in Oklahoma City. 
Teacher: Angela Dormiani. 

Natalie Mooney’s winning post-
card in the Grades 9 - 12 division.

Katie Hendrix’s winning 
postcard in the Grades 
6 - 8 division.



Summer 2010 Program Descriptions

4
W

in
te

r 2010

Teddy Roosevelt’s Dream:  National Park  
Service Footprints in Oklahoma* 
June 27-July 1, 2010 
The National Park Service (NPS), the “brainchild” of The-
odore Roosevelt, has a long and colorful history of pre-
serving natural and historic sites throughout the coun-
try.  Oklahoma is home to three of the most unusual, 
distinctive and different NPS sites:  the Chickasaw Na-
tional Recreation Area, the Washita Battlefield National 
Historic Site, and the Oklahoma City National Memo-
rial.  Participants will experience “behind the scenes” 
visits to all three NPS sites, interact with site interpreters, 
geographers and historians, and create lesson plans 
that reflect the NPS “footprint” in the state.  Limited to 
25 teachers.

Get Your Kicks on Route 66:  Okie Migrations*
July 18-23, 2010 
Although decommissioned by the federal government 
in 1985, Route 66 is steeped in history and nostalgia.  
Participants will gain an understanding of the cultural, 
historical, geographic and economic impact of Route 
66 by traveling remaining sections of the road in Okla-
homa and studying how it shaped the communities 
through which it ran.  Participants will compare land-
scape changes from the 1920s to the present day on 
the “Mother Road.”  Limited to 20 teachers.

Web-Based GIS: “Happy Eating” to  
“America’s Drive In”
June 8-10, 2010                    Joseph Kerski, ESRI
Join one of the nation’s experts in web-based Geo-
graphic Information Systems (GIS) for a three-day in-
stitute (field trip included) as we examine phenomena 
including tornadoes, climate, land use, historical popu-
lation, and even Sonic Drive-In, from local to Oklaho-
ma to global scale.  This institute will use digital maps, 
imagery, and analysis to help teachers meet their stu-
dents’ needs for spatial learning skills in a PASS-based 
and inquiry-driven environment.  We will get out in the 
field and collect data using GPS receivers, and map 
and analyze the results using free multimedia tools that 
you can start using right away!  Limited to 20 teachers.

See the USA the OKAGE Way: SE Oklahoma*
June 13-17, 2010 
This institute provides a specific and fundamental focus 
on United States geography within an Oklahoma micro-
cosm, and gives teachers a solid working knowledge of 
the concept of region from a spatial perspective, and 
physical and human systems. A southeast Oklahoma 
field trip will be the focal point, with visits planned to the 
Chickasaw Cultural Center, Devil’s Den, Fort Washita, 
Robbers Cave and more!  Limited to 20 teachers.

June 2010

July 2010

GeoBasics/GeoTech: Geography Content & 
Technology in the Social Studies Classroom 
June 20-26, 2010 
Combining the best from two of OKAGE’s most popu-
lar workshops into a one-week institute, this is a must 
for new social studies teachers, experienced teach-
ers wanting to sharpen their skills, and anyone wishing 
to become an OKAGE Teacher Consultant.  GeoBa-
sics is packed with classroom-tested materials aligned 
with PASS standards, and will include a Wichita Moun-
tains field trip.  GeoTech offers technological skills and 
ideas to incorporate into everyday classroom instruc-
tion.  Teachers will learn how to use technology more 
efficiently and effectively to supplement the textbook 
and lesson plans, and to explore rich online resources.  
Limited to 21 teachers.

Please Note:
Space in each institute is limited and registrations will be accepted on a “first come, first served” basis.  Teach-
ers who are accepted will receive a confirmation email with more details. Teachers who are not accepted 
will be notified promptly. For more information or for accommodations on the basis of disability, please call 
405.325.5832 or visit www.okageweb.org.                                                        *pending grant funding approval

Windshop:  Renewable & Sustainable Energy 
Resources 
July 12-16, 2010 
The workshop is designed to provide teachers with in-
formation and resources about renewable energy. The 
workshop will focus on wind energy but will also include 
information and resources on solar energy and biofuels. 
Field trips will include tours of the Bergey WindPower fa-
cility in Norman and the Blue Canyon Wind Farm near 
the Wichita Mountains. Teachers will learn how to ana-
lyze landscapes from a geographic perspective and 
gather ideas on how to implement renewable energy 
curriculum into the classroom. Limited to 20 teachers.

2010 OKAGE Summer Program Descriptions



Registration Form
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Registration Deadline: April 30, 2010.
• One registration form per person.  (Feel free to photocopy this form.)
• A $50 deposit per institute is due at the time of application and will be returned in full upon 

 successful completion of the institute.  
• School purchase orders are accepted. Please be sure billing address is clearly indicated.  
• All materials, meals, and accommodations during each program are provided by OKAGE.
• ALL written communications, including enrollment confirmation and participant information 

packets, will be sent via email, so please provide an email address below that you will be 
able to access during the summer months.

Return Completed Form to:
OKAGE

100 East Boyd, SEC Rm 442
Norman, OK  73019-1018

or fax to 405.325.8781.

 Office Use Only:

 Check / PO #:

 Date:

Name:       Email:

School District:       Grade Level:

School Name:        Subject Taught:

Gender (Please Circle):   Male  Female

Home Address:

City:       State:    Zip:

Home Phone:         Cell / Alternate Phone:(        ) (        )

2010 Summer Programs Registration Form

Participant Information:

Select the Institute(s) for Which You Wish to Register:

Housing Options & T-Shirt Information:

Web-Based GIS: “Happy Eating” to “America’s Drive In”- June 8 -10, 2010

See the USA the OKAGE Way: SE Oklahoma - June 13 - 17, 2010

GeoBasics / GeoTech Institute - June 20 - 26, 2010

Teddy Roosevelt’s Dream: National Park Service Footprints in Oklahoma - June 27 - July 1, 2010

Windshop:  Renewable & Sustainable Energy Resources  - July 12 - 16, 2010

Get Your Kicks on Route 66:  Okie Migrations - July 18 - 23, 2010

I plan to stay in Norman* during the institute and will need hotel accommodations.
[Please note that you will have a roommate at the hotel unless you have a documentable health problem that would prevent 
sharing accommodations. If necessary, please contact the OKAGE office at 405.325.5832 to discuss alternative arrangements.]

 Requested Roommate (if any): 

I plan to commute during the institute and will not need lodging in Norman.

Please indicate your preferred T-shirt size:

 Small  Medium   Large X-Large XX-Large XXX-Large

*Hotel accommodations for the National Park Service Footprints Institute and the Okie MIgrations Institute will be provided in other towns 
during the field expedition.  Participants selected for those Institutes  will receive housing information prior to the start date.



Getting to know the Arkansas River
by OKAGE TC Mark Stahl (Norman)

PURPOSE:  Rivers flow through just about every element and theme of geography.  This 
collection of activities examines the physical, cultural, economic and environmental 
geography of the Arkansas River, Oklahoma’s most important river.  Upon completion of 
the activities, students should have developed a thorough understanding of the features 
and issues involving the Arkansas River and rivers in general.  The initial activities involve 
gathering information about the river from a variety of sources.  The next step is to apply 
the research to construct a detailed map of the Arkansas River and, finally, use the map to 
answer questions about the river, how it is used and modified to meet people’s needs and 
about the issues and concerns created by the uses and modifications.

NATIONAL GEOGRAPHY STANDARDS:
• The World in Spatial Terms: Standards 1,2, and 3.
• Places & Regions: Standard 4
• Physical Systems: Standard 7
• Human Systems: Standards 11, 12 and 13
• Environment & Society: Standards 14, 15 and 16
• The Uses of Geography Standard 18

PASS OBJECTIVES:  
• World Geography, Grade 7: Standards 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 2.4, 3.1, 3.2, 4.2, 4.5, 5.3, 6.1 and 6.3.
(Complete descriptions of each standard available in the online version of this lesson at www.okageweb.org.)

MATERIALS:
Maps, atlases and online sources of information (atlases, almanacs, encyclopedias, primary sources), roll of con-
struction paper, colored markers.

PROCEDURE:
Day 1: Introduce the activity with a review of features of river systems and discussion of the geographic and 
historic importance of rivers. Using a map of Oklahoma, briefly discuss features of Arkansas River that make it im-
portant to Oklahoma. With a United States map, show how it links us with surrounding states.  Then have students, 
working in small groups of 2-3 students, use maps or atlases to find the following information about the Arkansas 
River: 1. Location of Source (absolute and relative); 2. Elevation at source; 3. Location of mouth (absolute and 
relative); 4. Elevation at mouth; 5. Tributaries; 6. Compass direction of downstream river flow; 7. Length of river 
(use scale to measure, then compare with actual length); 8. Lakes and reservoirs along the river; 9. Climate zones 
along the river with precipitation amounts; 10. Vegetation zones along the river; 11. States, cities and towns; 12. 
Economic activities along the river.

Day 2: Finish Day 1 assignment and begin online research.  Have students use almanacs and encyclopedias to 
find the following information about the cities and towns of the Arkansas River (encourage students to look up 
cities and towns’ Web sites, too): 1. Location; 2. Elevation; 3. Precipitation; 4. Date of founding; 5. Current popula-
tion; 6. Main economic activities and products; 7. Use of/dependence upon the Arkansas River.

Day 3: Finish up all research and begin working on map of the Arkansas River. Maps should be drawn on 3’x5’ 
sheets of paper.  Maps should be neat, accurate and thorough and use colors, symbols and notations to include 
the following information: 1. Essential elements of the river system; 2. Main landforms of river system; 3. Climate 
and vegetation with precipitation; 4. Lakes and reservoirs; 5. States; 6. Cities and towns with elevation and popu-
lation; 7. Economic activities and products; 8. Title, key, compass and scale.

Day 4 - 6: Complete maps. Students should use their completed maps to answer the Arkansas River Question 
Sheet (available at www.okageweb.org) with good, thorough answers using complete sentences.  

ASSESSMENT
Evaluate and assess student performance and understanding after each activity:  
• Research: Are the students able to use maps and atlases and online sources to find correct information? 

Read through students’ responses to check for understanding. Some students may need to get more informa-
tion or double check their answers.

• Maps: Are the students able to use their research information to make good, clear, accurate maps?  Do the 
maps show all the required information?  Make a check list when assessing maps.  Some students may need 
additional work on their maps before answering questions.

• Questions: Do the students’ answers show an understanding of the information being sought?  Are the stu-
dents writing good, clear answers? The point of the review/discussion is to check for understanding and give 
students a chance to reconsider, revise and rewrite answers.  This final draft of answers should be one used 
for final assessment.

GRADE LEVEL:
7th Grade 
World Geography

Lesson Plan

Time Frame: 
6 Class Periods
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Please visit the online version of this lesson at http://www.okageweb.org for additional content and extensions.



 News & Notes
Meet the TC:
Mark Stahl, Norman
How long have you been involved with OKAGE 
and why did you decide to become involved?
I’ve been with OKAGE almost, but not quite, twen-
ty years. I got a job teaching 7th grade geography 
in Norman (and I’m still doing it).  I had not taught 
geography, only American History, so I thought 
joining OKAGE would help me out.  I was right!  

How has OKAGE benefited you as a teacher?
OKAGE has helped me enormously.  Through their 
conferences, workshops and academies, I have 
learned a lot about geography but even more 
about teaching geography.  I’ve met a number of 
good teachers willing to share their expertise and 
lesson ideas, and this experience has made me a 
better geography teacher. 

What do you like most about geography?
In addition to the National Geographic Society 
workshops, I love digging for fossils at White Mound 
in southern Oklahoma.

Where is the most 
geographically in-
teresting place you 
have been?
My explorations of 
pre-Columbian ruins 
at Chaco Canyon, 
Tikal and Machu Pic-
chu, among many 
others.

Why would you en-
courage another 
teacher to become 
an OKAGE TC?
I always encourage colleagues, new and experi-
enced, to join OKAGE to take advantage of the 
opportunities they make available.    
 

Become a GeoBootCamp 
“Survivor!”
Do you have a full set of tools and tricks to help 
students become geographically literate? Do you 
inspire other teachers to integrate geography into 
their curriculum - without them even knowing it?  
Do you marvel each day at the interconnected-
ness of geography to everything you see, hear, 
and read?  If so, there is a good chance you have 
what it takes to survive OKAGE’s upcoming Geo-
BootCamp, a weekend retreat designed espe-
cially for those wishing to become Teacher Con-
sultants (TCs).

By becoming an OKAGE TC, you will join a vibrant 
network of educators around the state who are 
inspired and excited about improving geography 
education and geographic literacy in Oklahoma. 
You will also have the opportunity to participate 
in-state and national committees, programs, trav-
el opportunities, and professional development 
programs available only to OKAGE TCs.   

Mark Stahl pauses to take in the 
Colorado landscape during a 
2009 Summer Institute. Photo  
courtesy of OKAGE.
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You will have the chance to present original lesson 
plans and ideas at teacher peer workshops and 
can choose to get involved with exciting National 
Geographic Society initiatives such as Geography 
Action! and “My Wonderful World.” For your time 
and effort as a TC, you will receive incentives and 
compensation for representing OKAGE at school 
district in-service meetings, and regional, state 
and national conferences, as well as free materi-
als for your classroom.

Scheduled for February 18 - 20, 2010, the GeoBoot-
Camp will take place at the University of Okla-
homa in Norman. GeoBootCamp participants 
will receive hands-on, interactive training from 
seasoned Teacher Consultants in the skills and re-
sources needed to become  “geo-ambassadors” 
around the state.  Participation in the GeoBoot-
Camp is free-of-charge, including hotel accom-
modations and meals, substitute reimbursement 
and mileage.

Are you ready to become an OKAGE TC?  If 
so, please contact the OKAGE office or email  
okage@ou.edu for more information.

Mark Stahl teaches 7th grade Geography at Norman High 
School and served as a lead Teacher Consultant on 2009’s 
GeoTripping on the Arkansas River summer institute. He also 
serves on the OKAGE Steering Committee.
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Upcoming Events
February 18 - 20, 2010
GeoBootCamp, Norman

March 27, 2010
OKAGE Spring Conference, Sulphur

April 9, 2010
Oklahoma Geographic Bee, Norman

April 30, 2010
Summer Program Registration Deadline

June 8 - 10, 2010
Web-Based GIS: “Happy Eating” to “America’s Drive In”

June 13 - 17, 2010
See the USA the OKAGE Way: SE Oklahoma

June 20 - 26, 2010
GeoBasics/ GeoTech: Geography Content & 
Technology in the Social Studies Classroom

June 27 - July 1, 2010
Teddy Roosevelt’s Dream: National Park Service 
Footprints in Oklahoma

July 12 - 16, 2010
Windshop: Renewable & Sustainable Energy Resources

July 18 - 23, 2010.
Get Your Kicks on Route 66: Okie Migrations

Name the Newsletter Contest
Do we want to do a contest to name the newslet-
ter???  Offer a prize????

Join Us for OKAGE’s Spring 
Conference!
Mark your calendar now and plan to attend the 
OKAGE “Springs!” Conference, March 27, 2010.  
Refresh and recharge yourself and your teaching 
colleagues at the Chickasaw National Recreation 
Area near Sulphur, Oklahoma.  Park rangers will 
lead two nature walks that will showcase the nat-
ural environment and historic landscapes of the 
area.  

The new Chickasaw Nation Cultural Center will 
be the site of several presentations (pending final 
approval). A registration fee of $20 per person will 
provide continental breakfast, lunch and admis-
sion fees.  

For more information on these two sites, visit www.
nps.gov/chic and www.chickasawculturalcenter.
com. Watch the OKAGE web site for more infor-
mation and the registration form available soon.  

See you at the “Springs!”


