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Grade Level:  Grade 6-7  

  

Purpose/Overview:  

Students will discover how Vietnam has become one of south-east Asia’s fastest growing 

economies and has lifted millions out of poverty by moving the country into lower-middle 

income status.  

  

National Geography Standards from Geography for Life Geographic 

Elements & Standards:  

The World in Spatial Terms –   

  1:  The geographically informed person knows and understands how to use maps and  

 other geographic representations, tools, and technologies to acquire, process, and report  

 information from a spatial perspective.  

Places and Regions –   

  4:  The geographically informed person knows and understands the physical and human   

 characteristics of places.  

Human Systems –   

  11:  The geographically informed person knows and understands the patterns and     

networks of economic interdependence on Earth’s surface.  

  

Oklahoma Academic Standards for the Social Studies:  

OAS 2012 OAS 2019 

Grade 6 World Geography: Western 

Hemisphere  

 

Literacy Skills Standard 1:  The student will 

develop and demonstrate Common Core 

Social Studies reading literacy skills.  

Read Critically and Interpret Informational 

Sources: Students will engage in critical, 

active reading of grade-level appropriate 

primary and secondary sources related to key 

social studies concepts, including frequent 
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analysis and interpretation of informational 

sources.   

6.PALS1.C.7 Integrate visual information 

(e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, 

or maps) with other information in print and 

digital texts.  

4.A.6-8.2 Integrate the use of visual 

information (e.g. maps, charts, photographs, 

videos, political cartoons) with textual 

information from primary and secondary 

sources.  

Literary Skills Standard 2: The student will 

develop and demonstrate Common Core 

Social Studies writing literacy skills.  

Engage in Evidence-Based Writing - Students 

will apply effective communication skills by 

developing a variety of evidence-based 

written products designed for multiple 

purposes and tasks, in order to demonstrate 

their understandings of social studies 

concepts, ideas, and content.  

6.PALS2.B.7 Conduct short research projects 

to answer a question (including a self-

generated question), drawing on several 

sources and generating additional related, 

focused questions that allow for multiple 

avenues of exploration.  

5.B.6-8.1 Refine and formulate viable 

research questions related to social studies 

investigations, using well-developed theses or 

claims.  

Content Standard 1:  The student will 

analyze data from a geographic perspective 

using the skills and tools of geography.  

6.1 The student will analyze data from a 

geographic perspective using the skills and 

tools of geography. 

6.CS1.2 Integrate visual information, draw 

conclusions, and make predictions from 

geographic data and analyze spatial 

distribution and patterns by interpreting that 

data as displayed on globes, graphs, charts, 

satellite and other forms of visual imagery 

including data from bar and line graphs, pie 

charts, thematic maps, population pyramids, 

climographs, cartograms, contour/relief maps, 

GIS systems and diagrams.  

6.1.3 Integrate visual information, draw 

conclusions, and make predictions from 

geographic data and analyze spatial 

distribution and patterns by interpreting that 

data as displayed on geographic tools.  

Content Standard 5:  The student will 

analyze the interactions of humans and their 

environment in the western hemisphere.  

6.4 The student will analyze the interactions 

of humans and their environment in the 

Western Hemisphere.  

6.CS5.1 Integrate and compare visual 

information of the common characteristics of 

developed and developing countries including 

access to human and economic capital, the 

impact of education and technology; and 

analyze data used by geographers including 

literacy rate, life expectancy, and per capita 

income.  

6.3.10 Identify the common characteristics of 

developed and developing countries, 

including the impact of education and 

technology; analyze data used by geographers 

such as literacy rate, life expectancy, per 

capita income, and infant mortality. 
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Grade 7 World Geography: Eastern 

Hemisphere  

 

Content Standard 1: The student will 

analyze data from a geographic perspective 

using the skills and tools of geography.  

7.1 The student will analyze data from a 

geographic perspective using the skills and 

tools of geography. 

7.CS1.2 Integrate visual information, draw 

conclusions, and make predictions from 

geographic data and analyze spatial 

distribution and patterns by imagery including 

data from bar and line graphs, pie charts, 

thematic maps, population pyramids, 

climographs, cartograms, contour/relief maps, 

GIS systems and diagrams.  

7.1.5 Integrate visual information, draw 

conclusions and make predictions from 

geographic data and analyze spatial 

distribution and patterns by interpreting that 

data as displayed on geographic tools.  

Content Standard 2: The student will 

examine the human and physical 

characteristics of the major regions of the 

Eastern Hemisphere. 

7.5 The student will compare common 

physical and human characteristics of 

regions which create identity or uniqueness 

and influence people’s perceptions of the 

Eastern Hemisphere. 

7.CS2.1.D. Integrate visual information in 

order to describe specific political regions of 

the Eastern Hemisphere, and identify on a 

political map the major urban areas and 

countries including D.  East and Southeast 

Asia – Beijing/China, Seoul/South Korea, 

Tokyo/Japan, Indonesia, Vietnam, and 

Malaysia.  

7.3.1 Identify on a political map the major 

countries and population centers of each 

region. 

Content Standard 4:  The student will 

analyze the world’s people and cultures in the 

context of the human systems in the Eastern 

Hemisphere.  

7.3 The student will identify the 

characteristics, distribution and demographic 

patterns of human populations and systems of 

the Eastern Hemisphere. 

7.CS4.5 Compare and contrast the major 

political systems of representative 

governments (democracy, republic, and 

constitutional monarchy) and authoritarian 

systems (dictatorship and absolute monarchy) 

including the role of the citizen in the 

selection of government officials, lawmaking, 

and the liberties guaranteed under different 

forms of government.  

7.3.7 Compare the structures of representative 

governments and authoritarian systems. 

7.CS4.6.C. Integrate visual information to 

explain patterns of global interdependence 

and world trade focusing on the concepts of 

imports and exports, supply and demand, 

Gross Domestic Product (GDP), and balance 

7.5.4 Explain patterns of global economic 

interdependence and world trade, focusing 

on the concepts of balance of trade, supply 

and demand; compare the economic 

measurements of productivity, Gross 
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of trade including C. Outsourcing of 

technological and manufacturing jobs to 

developing regions of Asia.  

Domestic Product (GDP) and Gross National 

Product (GNP). 

  

Geographic Themes:  Location, place, human environment interaction, movement and region  

  

Objective:  

1. Students will discover how Vietnam has become one of south-east Asia’s fastest 

growing economies.  

2. Students will learn what relationship the United State has with Vietnam today.  

3. Students will study the cultural and physical characteristics of Vietnam.  

  

Materials:  

PowerPoint “Vietnam, A Fast Growing Economy”  

Laptop computer and LCD Projector (or equivalent)  

Internet  

Venn Diagram Template for each student  

Pencil and paper for writing research projects  

  

Time Frame:  2 class periods  

  

Procedures:  

1. As an introduction to this lesson on “Vietnam, A Fast Growing Economy”, ask students to 

look at the labels on their clothing to see how many are wearing items of clothing made in 

Vietnam. (Students will need to help each other look at the labels in the collars of their 

shirts or blouses.)  Also ask them to look in their shoes to see if anyone is wearing shoes 

made in Vietnam.    

2. Ask students to create a Venn Diagram to portray the similarities and differences between 

Vietnam and the United States as they view the PowerPoint “Vietnam, A Fast Growing 

Economy”.  

3. Show the PowerPoint “Vietnam, A Fast Growing Economy”.    

4. After viewing the PowerPoint “Vietnam, A Fast Growing Economy”, have students refer 

to their individual Venn Diagrams and create a class Venn Diagram on a smart board or 

white board.    

  

Assessment:  

Venn Diagrams  

  

Resources: Print  

Smithsonian Magazine, September 2015, “The Longest Cave, Hang Son Doong Vietnam”  

  

Internet  
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Free printable Venn Diagram Template  

http://www.studenthandouts.com/3batch/venn2.pdf  

  

Vietnam World Heritage Sites  

http://www.vietnamonline.com/az/vietnam-world-heritage-sites.html  

  

Vietnam – UNESCO World Heritage Sites  

http://allpointseast.com/blog/tour-info/vietnam/vietnam-unesco-world-heritage-sites/  

  

Map of World Heritage Sites in Vietnam  

http://www.vietnamtourism.com/disan/en/  

  

Photo gallery of the Hang Son Doong Cave in Vietnam, World’s Largest Cave 

http://www.sondoongcave.org/  

  

Extension and Enrichment:  

1. Have students look in their clothes closet at home and list all the clothing items or shoes 

that are made in Vietnam.  If the item is a name brand such as adidas, ask them to include 

the brand name also.   

2. Choose a UNESCO Site (World Heritage Site) in Vietnam to research and design a poster 

using information and photographs garnered from the internet.  

3. Ask students to choose one of the following fruits from Vietnam to research the 

nutritional value:  durian, jack fruit, litchi, dragon fruit, custard apple and hairy balls.  

  

Connections:  

Reading    

Writing  

  

Notes to Accompany “Vietnam, A Fast Growing Economy” PowerPoint  

     Slide # 10 – Use Units Plus App on phone to convert U. S. dollars to Vietnamese Dong.  

  

     Slide # 37 – As in most Communist nations, the government owns 100% of the land.  She 

paid $35,000 in US dollars for the house only.  She does not own the property.  All land 

transactions are “lease-hold” only.  The government assures its people that the leases can and 

will be renewed when they expire in 99 years, but this has resulted in some problems in Vietnam.   

  

     Slide # 62 – John McCain’s plane was shot down and he parachuted into Truc Back Lake in 

Hanoi where he was taken as a POW to “Hanoi Hilton”.  Both arms were broken and one leg.    
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