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Developing Critical Literacy Skills While Examining Controversial Topics

Grade Level:  6-12

Purpose/Overview:
Students will be exploring and showcasing an area of development taking place in their local area and how it is impacting their community.

National Geography Standards from Geography for Life
Geographic Elements & Standards:
Human Environmental Interaction

	2012 Oklahoma Academic Standards for the Social Studies:
	2019 Oklahoma Academic Standards for the Social Studies:

	Grade 5:  History
Content Standard 1:  To examine James Towne Settlement and Plymouth Plantation as the foundations for American culture and society.
	5.1: The student will examine and compare the Jamestown and Plymouth settlements as the foundations of American culture and society.
5.1.1: Summarize reasons for European colonization of North America and the impact on the development of the American colonies.

	Grade 6:  World Geography:  Western Hemisphere
Content Standard 6:  The student will analyze data from a geographic perspective using the tools and skills of geography.
	6.1/7.1: The student will analyze data from a geographic perspective using the skills and tools of geography.

	HS:  U.S. Government
Content Standard 5:  The student will be able to evaluate the significance of civic participation in order to ensure the preservation of constitutional government.
	USG.5: The student will be able to evaluate the significance of civic participation in order to ensure the preservation of our constitutional government.

	HS:  U.S. History
Content Standard 7:  The student will examine the contemporary challenges and successes in meeting the needs of the American citizen and society, 2002-present.
	USH.9: The student will examine contemporary challenges and successes in meeting the needs of the American citizen and society, 2002 to the present. 




Geographic Themes:
How to apply geography to interpret the present and plan for the future.

Materials: 
· Excerpts from Crossover by Kwame Alexander
· Pro and con articles on standing for the Pledge of Allegiance
· Crossover Chart
· Chart-Using Contextual Evidence to Explore Controversial Topics

Time Frame:  One 45-minute class period

Procedures:  
1. Show PowerPoint slides 1-3.  Discuss Thomas Jefferson’s quote on slide 2.
2. Ask students to read “Dribbling.”  Ask them what inferences can they make about the person who wrote the poem?  Chart inferences.
3. Next ask students to read “JB and I”.  Again, ask them to make inferences about the two characters.  
4. Ask students to read Josh Bell and add to their inferences chart.  Discuss their inferences.
5. Read the final passage “While Vondie and JB.”  Ask how their inferences changed.  Ask what they learned from doing the exercise.  
6. Chart inferences and facts on PowerPoint slides 4-5.
7. Ask students to read the article “Refusing to Stand for the National Anthem:  Top 3 Pros and Cons.”
8. Ask students to work in groups to complete first three boxes of the chart on the handout “Using Contextual Evidence to Explore Controversial Topics.”
9. Ask students to map locate the cities/states mentioned in the article.   Ask what additional questions they have.  
10. Ask students to read the Pro/Con Opinion article from Newsela.  Discuss and add to chart.  
11. Give additional information by discussing slides 6-16 and add to charts.  
12. Ask students to complete the last box-What side am I on?  What facts back my reason?
13. Hold a class discussion.  Emphasize honoring all opinions that are backed up by   reason.

Assessment Options: 
· Application assessment-student charts can be assessed for completion, accuracy and reasoning.
· Authentic assessment Students will participate in a class debate over the topic	

Extension and Enrichment/Simplification: 
· To adapt this lesson to a lower grade, students could work in groups to complete the chart.  
· A special needs student could be partnered with a high achieving student for assistance.  
· As an enrichment, students could use the same methods to research and investigate DACA.
· Students could read the book, My Country Tis of Thee by Claire Rudolf Murphy and write a verse to the song to honor their position on taking a knee.

Connections (optional):  This lesson incorporates OAS standards for English/language arts, history, and art.

Resources:  
Alexander, Kwame.  Crossover.  Houghton Mifflin.  2014.  New York, NY.

Base Maps.  Printable U.S. Map.  http://alabamamaps.ua.edu/contemporarymaps/usa/basemaps/mjcityzm.pdf. 

Cook, Jane Hampton.  “5 Reasons We Stand for the Pledge of Allegiance.”  The Hill. 9/29/17.   https://thehill.com/opinion/white-house/353087-5-reasons-we-stand-for-the-flag. 

Harris, Robin.  “Exploring Critical Literacy.” 2017. Oklahoma Conference for Gifted, Creative and Talented.

Jungblut, David and Ricky House.  “Pro/Con Standing For the Pledge of Allegiance.”  PBS News Hour, Adapted by Newselastaff.  2/11/2018.  https://newsela.com/read/pro-con-pledge-of-allegiance/id/40235/. 
[bookmark: _Hlk526690516]
“Refusing to Stand for the National Anthem:  Top 3 Pros and Cons.  Understand the Issues.  Understand Each Other.   May 23, 2018.  ProCon.org.  https://www.procon.org/headline.php?headlineID=005323. 

Smrcka, Joe.  “Rates of Police Brutality in the United States Based on Race,”  2016. https://www.acsu.buffalo.edu/~joesmrck/challengeproject.html#.  
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Developing Critical Literacy Skills While Exploring Controversial Topics
Directions:  Use the Pro/Con article to get the facts.  Connect insights to gain a whole understanding of the issue.  After assessing the facts, take a side based on factual reasoning.
	What is the Issue?














	Pros for the Issue






Cons for the Issue

	Evidence in Support of the Issue





Evidence Against the Issue








	What side am I on?  What evidence and or reasoning supports my decision?



What questions do I still have?
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Refusing to Stand for the National Anthem: Top 3 Pros and Cons

Wednesday, May 23, 2018 | ProCon.org

	The current debate over kneeling or sitting in protest during the national anthem was ignited by Colin Kaepernick in 2016 and has escalated to become a nationally divisive issue. San Francisco 49ers quarterback Colin Kaepernick first refused to stand during "The Star-Spangled Banner" on Aug. 26, 2016 to protest racial injustice and police brutality in the United States. Since that time, many other professional football players, [7] high school athletes, and [8] professional athletes in other sports [9] have refused to stand for the national anthem. These protests have generated controversy and sparked a public conversation about the protesters' messages and how they've chosen to deliver them.


	[image: https://www.procon.org/files/2-headlines-images/kaepernick-kneels-during-national-anthem-750.jpg]


	Colin Kaepernick (in number seven jersey) and teammate Eric Reid kneel during the national anthem on Sep. 1, 2016.
Source: Josh Levin, "Colin Kaepernick’s Protest Is Working," slate.com, Sep. 12, 2016




People who support refusing to stand for the national anthem argue that athletes are justified in using their celebrity status to bring attention to important issues, and that refusing to stand for the national anthem is an appropriate and effective method of peaceful protest. People who disagree argue that football games are an inappropriate place to engage in political protest, and that not standing for the national anthem shows disrespect for the country and those who proudly support it, some with their lives.



	Is Refusing to Stand for the National Anthem an Appropriate Form of Protest?

		 
	
	

	Pro 1

When one believes the United States is not living up to its ideals of freedom, liberty, and justice for all, refusing to stand for the national anthem is appropriate and justified. Colin Kaepernick said, "I'm not going to stand up to show pride in a flag for a country that oppresses black people and people of color... To me, this is bigger than football and it would be selfish on my part to look the other way. There are bodies in the street and people getting paid leave and getting away with murder." [1]Many other athletes have since refused to stand for the national anthem for similar reasons. [7] Denver Broncos linebacker Brandon Marshall, who also has knelt during the national anthem, said, "the message is I'm against social injustice... I'm not against the military or police or America at all." [2]

	
	Con 1

Refusing to stand for the national anthem shows disrespect for the flag and members of the armed forces. The national anthem pays respect to the people who have risked their lives, been injured, or died defending the United States. Carole Isham, a great-great-great-granddaughter of the writer of the national anthem (Francis Scott Key) stated that "it just blows my mind that somebody like (Kaepernick) would do what he does to dishonor the flag of this country and the national anthem when we have young men and women overseas fighting for this country, people that have died for this country." [13] Drew Brees, New Orleans Saints quarterback, supported Kaepernick's message but disagreed with the delivery: "[I]t's an oxymoron that you're sitting down, disrespecting that flag that has given you the freedom to speak out." [18]

	
	
	

	
Pro 2

When a national figure such as an NFL player refuses to stand for the national anthem, it shocks people into paying attention and generates conversation. Many people were shocked and offended when Colin Kaepernick refused to stand for "The Star-Spangled Banner," [12] and the resulting debate has continued as additional players joined the protest. [6] NFL Commissioner Roger Goodell originally disagreed with those actions, but later praised what he called a movement from protest to progress: "I truly respect our players wanting to speak out and change the community... We want them to use that voice."[16] Social media has given a voice to strong opinions on both sides, including members of the armed forces who express support Kaepernick's right to protest by posting under the hashtag #VeteransForKaepernick. [5]
	
	
Con 2

Not standing for the national anthem is an ineffective and counterproductive way to promote a cause. Clemson University football coach Dabo Swinney said in a press conference: "I don't think it's good to be a distraction to your team. I don't think it's good to use your team as the platform." [4] President Obama expressed concern that not standing for the national anthem can get in the way of the message: "As a general matter, when it comes to the flag the national anthem and the meaning that holds for our men and women in uniform and those who've fought for us -- that is a tough thing for them to get past to then hear what his [Kaepernick's] deeper concerns are." [3]Malcolm Jenkins, safety for the Philadelphia Eagles, supported Kaepernick's message but said, "My grandfather served [in the military]. And this is a country that I love. So, me not standing for the national anthem isn't really going to get me the results that I want." [19]

	
	
	

	
Pro 3

Not standing for the national anthem is a legal form of peaceful protest, which is a First Amendment right. President Obama said Kaepernick was "exercising his constitutional right to make a statement. I think there's a long history of sports figures doing so." [3] The San Francisco 49ers said in a statement, "In respecting such American principles as freedom of religion and freedom of expression, we recognize the right of an individual to choose and participate, or not, in our celebration of the national anthem." [1] A letter signed by 35 US veterans stated that "Far from disrespecting our troops, there is no finer form of appreciation for our sacrifice than for Americans to enthusiastically exercise their freedom of speech." [12]

	
	
Con 3

Refusing to stand for the national anthem angers many and sows division in our country. Kaepernick and others who have refused to stand for the national anthem have caused division among their teams, their fans, and across the country. The Santa Clara police union hinted they would boycott providing security at games after Kaepernick revealed his reasons for protesting the national anthem and wore socks depicting pigs in police uniforms. [14] [15] Fans have been burning Kaepernick's jersey to show their distaste for his actions. One video of a jersey on fire posted on Facebook was captioned, "He says he's oppressed making $126 million. Well, Colin, here's my salute to you." [17]



	

	The 2017 NFL pre-season began with black players from the Seattle Seahawks, Oakland Raiders, and Philadelphia Eagles kneeling or sitting during the anthem with support of white teammates. [20] [21] On Aug. 21, 2017, twelve Cleveland Browns players knelt in a prayer circle during the national anthem with at least four other players standing with hands on the kneeling players' shoulders in solidarity, the largest group of players to take a knee during the anthem to date. Jabrill Peppers, a rookie safety, said of the protest, "There's a lot of racial and social injustices in the world that are going on right now. We just decided to take a knee and pray for the people who have been affected and just pray for the world in general... We were not trying to disrespect the flag or be a distraction to the team, but as men we thought we had the right to stand up for what we believed in, and we demonstrated that." [21] Seth DeValve, a tight end for the Browns and the first white NFL player to kneel for the anthem, stated, "The United States is the greatest country in the world. And it is because it provides opportunities to its citizens that no other country does. The issue is that it doesn't provide equal opportunity to everybody, and I wanted to support my African-American teammates today who wanted to take a knee. We wanted to draw attention to the fact that there's things in this country that still need to change." [20]

Some Cleveland Browns fans expressed their dissatisfaction on the team's Facebook page. One commenter posted, "Pray before or pray after. Taking a knee during the National Anthem these days screams disrespect for our Flag, Our Country and our troops. My son and the entire armed forces deserve better than that." [22]

	[image: https://www.procon.org/files/2-headlines-images/cleveland-browns-anthem-protest-2017.jpg]

	Twelve Cleveland Browns players kneel in prayer during the national anthem on Aug. 21, 2017, with the support of four other players who stood.
Source: Satchel Price, "Cleveland Browns Players Kneel During National Anthem," sbnation.com, Aug. 22, 2017

	On Friday, Sep. 22, 2017, President Donald Trump stated his opposition to NFL players kneeling during the anthem: "Wouldn't you love to see one of these NFL owners, when somebody disrespects our flag, to say 'Get that son of a bitch off the field right now. Out! He's fired. He's fired!" [23] The statement set off a firestorm on both sides of the debate. Roger Goodell, NFL Commissioner, said of Trump's comments, "Divisive comments like these demonstrate an unfortunate lack of respect for the NFL, our great game and all of our players, and a failure to understand the overwhelming force for good our clubs and players represent in our communities." [23] 

The controversy continued over the weekend as the President continued to tweet about the issue and others contributed opinions for and against kneeling during the anthem. On Sunday, Sep. 24, in London before the first NFL game played after Trump's comments, at least two dozen Baltimore Ravens and Jacksonville Jaguars players knelt during the American national anthem, while other players, coaches, and staff locked arms, including Shad Khan, who is the only Pakistani-American Muslim NFL team owner. [24] Throughout the day, some players, coaches, owners, and other staff kneeled or linked arms from every team except the Carolina Panthers. The Pittsburgh Steelers chose to remain in the locker room during the anthem, though offensive tackle and Army Ranger veteran Alejandro Villanueva stood at the entrance to the field alone, for which he has since apologized. [27] Both the Seattle Seahawks and Tennessee Titans teams stayed in their locker rooms before their game, leaving the field mostly empty during the anthem. The Seahawks stated, "As a team, we have decided we will not participate in the national anthem. We will not stand for the injustice that has plagued people of color in this country. Out of love for our country and in honor of the sacrifices made on our behalf, we unite to oppose those that would deny our most basic freedoms." [25]

The controversy has jumped to other sports as every player on WNBA's Indiana Fever knelt on Friday, Sep. 22 (though WNBA players have been kneeling for months); Oakland A's catcher Bruce Maxwell kneeled on Saturday becoming the first MLB player to do so; and Joel Ward, of the NHL's San Jose Sharks, said he would not rule out kneeling. [28] [29] [30] [31] 

The country was still debating the issue well into the week, with Trump tweeting throughout, including on Sep. 26: "The NFL has all sort of rules and regulations. The only way out for them is to set a rule that you can't kneel during our National Anthem!" [26] 

On May 23, 2018, the NFL announced that all 32 team owners agreed that all players and staff on the field shall "stand and show respect for the flag and the Anthem" or face "appropriate discipline." However, all players will no longer be required to be on the field during the anthem and may wait off field or in the locker room. [32] [33] The new rules were adopted without input from the players' union. [33] On July 20, 2018, the NFL and the NFL Players Association (NFLPA) issued a joint statement putting the anthem policy on hold until the two organizations come to an agreement. [34]


Opinion
[image: Two students hold the American flag as the student body at Rocketship Si Se Puede charter public elementary school in California recites the Pledge of Allegiance in 2014. Photo: Melanie Stetson Freeman/The Christian Science Monitor via Getty Images]PRO/CON: Standing for the Pledge of Allegiance
By David Jungblut and Ricky House, PBS NewsHour, adapted by Newsela staff
Text Level 8
02/11/2018
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Two students hold the American flag as the student body at Rocketship Si Se Puede charter public elementary school in California recites the Pledge of Allegiance in 2014. Photo: Melanie Stetson Freeman/The Christian Science Monitor via Getty Images
PRO: "Freedom" is why I ask my students to stand for the Pledge
As a high school teacher, I told my students, “Please stand for the Pledge of Allegiance” all the time. I did not think the request itself would come under fire. 
Long before the NFL protests, students had shared reasons why they did not stand for the Pledge of Allegiance, including religious reasons. I used these occasions as teaching moments to let students know that the First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution guaranteed the freedoms of religion and speech. 
I believed the students were justified in their actions in these cases of religious liberty, but I do not feel the same way when it comes to the NFL protests.
Last year, my final year as a high school teacher before retiring, I had two students who decided to take a knee during the Pledge of Allegiance. I wondered why and framed the question in a way they might not have expected.
“Who died for you that gave you the right to stand or not?” I asked.
“No one,” the puzzled-looking students replied.
“I think you are mistaken," I said and told them that many service members had died to protect their freedoms. 
People Have Strong Feelings
I let them know that my father and all my uncles fought in World War II or the Korean War, and that my brother-in-law fought in Vietnam and my son-in-law completed two tours in Iraq and one in Afghanistan. I personally did not serve. However, I am conscious of the critical role the military has played during my life.
I told my students they had a right to decide whether to stand or take a knee, but I wanted them to know, however, that people around them had strong feelings about the issue and made sacrifices for that right. 
I also knew I needed to try to understand the students’ point of view. The students explained that the football players were kneeling because of Black Lives Matter and the deaths of several unarmed black men by law enforcement. They said they wanted to show their support for the movement and did not feel that they were being disrespectful to the flag because they were kneeling.
I told them that I understood and have had a number of students and friends who said they were frustrated by police brutality against people of color.
However, I also wanted them to see that the lives lost fighting for freedom in the American Revolution, the Civil War and the civil rights movement, should also be respected.
I wanted them to understand what they were doing and why, because freedom is not something we can take lightly.
David Jungblut taught ninth-grade science at Oakcrest High School in Hamilton Township, New Jersey, for 26 years before retiring. He continues to teach science at the community college level.
CON: I will not pledge allegiance until America does better
I have a bulletin board behind my desk with pictures of about two dozen African-American men and women. They all lost their lives at the hands of police violence and white supremacy. They include Malcolm X, Freddie Gray, Trayvon Martin, Philando Castile, Jordan Davis, Sandra Bland, Emmett Till and so many others.
I added the phrase “With Liberty and Justice for All” running across the bottom of the board. These words are the last words found in our Pledge of Allegiance, and yet they never seem to ring true for black Americans. This is the exact reason why I will no longer pledge allegiance to the American flag every day or stand for our national anthem.
How can I as a black educator have this bulletin board on my wall and make social justice a theme in my classroom each and every day and then get up and pledge allegiance to a country that has made it so clear that my life does not matter?
When I first started doing this, I wondered how my students would react. To be quite honest, many of them have also stopped standing for the flag and had stopped doing so before I did. One particular student told me when pressed about the issue, “I’m not standing with that man being president.” 
The current administration has made white supremacists bold and has made marginalized communities feel afraid. I want my classroom to be a place where my students feel safe and empowered. It should be a place where I highlight the injustices that various groups around the world face on a consistent and constant basis. 
Many would argue that not standing for the Pledge of Allegiance or the national anthem is disrespectful to the flag and to our nation’s veterans. What they fail to see is this has nothing do with the sacrifice that our nation’s veterans have made for this country.
Moving The Focus Away From Racism
Colin Kaepernick made it very clear his protest was about the way our institutions are built to marginalize and abuse African-Americans. By arguing that not standing for the anthem is being disrespectful to the flag, people are moving the focus away from systemic racism. 
When we say Black Lives Matter, we are not saying that white lives do not matter. Instead, we are acknowledging that black people are disproportionately affected by police brutality and that we need to do something about it. 
When people look at the decision to not stand for the flag with such a narrow-minded view, they are rejecting the very freedom that this country is supposed to represent. They also seem to ignore the fact that this nation was built on the foundation of slave labor, and that many institutions continue to fail people of color today. 
I believe that this country has a lot of potential, but at this time it is not living up to that potential. Until America does better, I will not pledge allegiance to a country that is complicit with racism and police brutality.
Ricky House is a seventh and eighth-grade social studies teacher in Arlington, Virginia. He graduated from the University of Pittsburgh Graduate School of Education.
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POPping and ROCKING—
Why you BUMPING?
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I'd burn mad as a flame.

is my name. But I know she’s only talking about my game.
But Filthy McNasty is my claim to famc. See, when I play ball,
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“cause my game’s acclaimed, When I shoot,

so downright dirty, i€l put you to shame. Linspire.

My hair is long, my height’ tall. The hoop's for sale,
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| my dad likes to gloat §
1 balled with Magic and the Goar,
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Don't need your pets

my game’s so
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Mo says,
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like an ol’ Cheverte.
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like a red Corvette.
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Each time you play

ifs ALLLLLLLLLLLLLLL net,





image6.png
) Crossover.pdf

« - O mw

X |4+ v

ANS/Crossover pdf

J0and|

are almost thirteen. Twins. Two basketball goals at
opposite ends of the court. Identical

I¢s easy o tell us apart though. 'm

an inch taller, with dreads to my neck. He gets
his head shaved once a month. T want to go to Duke,

he flaunts Carolina Blue. If we didn't love each other,

wed HATE each other, He's a shooting guard

1 play forward. JB's the second

most phenomenal baller on our team

He has the better jumper, but I'm the better
slasher. And much faster. We both

pass well. Especially to cach other

To get ready for the season, T went
to three summer camps. JB only went to

one. Said he didn't want to miss Bible school.

What docs he think, I'm stupid? Ever since
Kim Bazemore kissed him in Sunday school,

he's been acting all religious,

thinking less and less about

basketball, and more and more about

GIRLS.
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While Vondie and JB

debate whether the new girl

is a knockout or just beautiful,

a hottie or a cutie,

ay-up or a dunk,

I finish my vocabulary homework—

and my broth

which T don't mind

since English is my favorite subject

and he did the dishes for me last week.

But it’s hard to concentrate
] in the lunchroom

with the girls step team

practicing in one corner,
B a rap group performing in the other,
and Vondie and JB

waxing poetic
i about love and basketball.
1

1% So when they ask,

& What do you think, Filthy?

I tell "em,

She's pulchritudinous.

s vocabulary homework,

pul-chri-tu-di-nous

[PALL-KRE-T00-DEN-NUS] adjective

I

ing grea physical

beauty and appeal.

As in: Every guy
in the lunchroom
is trying o flirc
with the new girl

because she's so pulchritudinous

As in: I've never had a girlfriend,
butif T did, you better believe

she'd be pulchritudinous,

As in: Wait a minute—
why is the pulchritudinous new girl
now talking

to my brother?
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