Population Dynamics and Revolution

Using either the link in the resources guide or the included Excel sheet, have students look at the figures for the population age composition in the Arab Spring countries. Young and old composition is shown in URL but if you use the Excel file, you can eliminate that column.
1) Have the students calculate the young and old dependency for the countries that experienced protests and have them make comparisons. Are the numbers similar? Ask them to consider what might happen if a country’s population was mostly under 25? Ask them the reverse, what issue would a country have if the population was fairly old (over 65).
	Youth Dependency Ratio = (Population Aged 0-15 / Population 15-64) * 100

	Elderly Dependency Ratio = (Population 65+/Population 15-64) * 100

	Total Dependency Ratio = ((Population 0-15 + Population 65+)/Population 15-64) *100



2) To provide a visual version of just how young some of the Arab Spring countries are, use the Population Pyramids of the World from 1950 to 2100 site (http://populationpyramid.net). Have them look at Syria and note that the growth in the last 20 years slowed, became more stable. What does this mean if each cohort’s number of births are replace the previous cohort?
Do the other Arab Spring countries display this type of pattern as well? 

1

image1.png
L ICN World Development Indicalc X

€« C M | wdiworldbank.org/table/2.1
Apps G ™M & 6

sample Mutual Func [ Critical Geopolitics | [£] Gaddie Windage: Fic ~ [[l] The Next America |- & Quiz: The 36 Quest|

@ THE WORLD BANK
TR0 - 10A

n 2015 | 2.1 World Development Indicators:

People Population dynamics

Data > Data Catalog > World Development Indicators > Tables > 2.1 [
Population Average annual population Population age composition Dependency ratio
growth %
Ages 0-14 Ages 15-64 Ages 65+ young old
millions % % % 1% of working-age % of working-age
population population

2000 2014 2025 200014 2014-25 2014 2014 2014 2014 2014
Afghanistan 206 313 396 3 2 46 52 2 88 5
Albania 34 29 30 0 0 20 69 1 29 16
Algeria 317 399 465 2 1 28 67 5 42 7
American Samoa 0. 01 04 0 1
Andorra 01 01 04 1 1 . - - . .
Angola 139 221 304 3 3 a7 50 2 %4 5
Antigua and Barbuda 041 01 04 1 1 25 68 7 3% 10
Argentina 369 418 454 1 1 24 65 1 37 17
Armenia 31 30 30 ) 0 20 69 10 29 15
Aruba 0.4 01 04 1 0 19 69 12 27 17
Australia 192 235 266 1 1 19 66 15 29 2
Austria 80 85 88 0 0 14 67 18 22 28
Azerbaijan 80 95 103 1 1 22 72 6 31 8
Bahamas, The 03 04 04 2 1 21 7 8 30 11
Bahrain 07 13 16 5 1 21 76 2 28 3
Bangladesh 1324 158.5 177.9 1 1 29 66 5 45 7
Barbados 03 03 03 ) 0 19 70 1 21 16
Belarus 100 95 89 0 K] 16 71 14 22 20
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Link to this graph: http://populationpyramid.net/syrian-arab-

renuiblic/
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Click on a Country:
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRTUVWYZ

Saint Lucia Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
Samoa Sao Tome and Principe
Saudi Arabia Senegal

Serbia Seychelles

Sierra Leone Singapore

Slovakia Slovenia

Solomon Islands Somalia

South Africa South America
South-Central Asia South-Eastern Asia
South Sudan Southern Africa
Southern Asia Southern Europe
Spain Sri Lanka

State of Palestine Sub-Saharan Africa
Sudan Suriname

Swaziland Sweden

Switzerland Syrian Arab Republic




