
and the Syrian Crisis 

This assignment uses Google Earth to examine the impacts the conflict in Syria is having on the landscape related to two issues: 
1) The demolition of opposition-occupied areas and 
2) The development of refugee camps in neighboring countries. 
Demolition of Neighborhoods Due to Fighting
According to Human Rights Watch, the Syrian regime has used large-scale demolition of neighborhoods alleged to be areas where opposition fighters were based in to subdue opposition fighters. Syrian government officials have said these efforts were necessary to drive out opposition fighters. One can also infer that there was symbolism in wiping out an entire neighborhood. In case anyone wanted to support the opposition. 
	a. Have students enter in “Hamah, Syria” into the search box. 

	b. Once they have found the city (make sure they have borders and labels turn on in the lower left corner for layers) have them turn on the historical imagery button (top of the screen, a clock with a green arrow pointing counter clockwise). 

	c. This should change the screen to include a sliding bar in the upper left of the satellite image (see below)

	

	d. Have the students move the slightly transparent arrow on the bar to the far left. This takes the student back to earlier images. The dates above the bar show when the image was taken. 

	e. Have students describe the city after zooming into parts of the city that are to the north of city center. 

	f. Have the students move the arrow on the bar to the right, advancing in time. To 8/24/2013. What do they see?

	g. Have the students discuss the following questions.
1. What would be the advantages of demolishing an entire neighborhood. 
2. What would be the advantage for the government waging war against the opposition? 
3. Does this destruction serve the opposition’s interests (use for social media, information to opposition supporters). 



Refugee Camps in Syria’s Neighbors

The number of refugees in Syria’s neighbors exceeds 1 million people in Turkey and Lebanon, over 600,000 in Jordan, and Iraq holds over 200,000. Dealing with massive influxes of people creates massive problems in housing the refugees and locational decision must be made. Are refugees set apart from the larger society, or are they integrated in cities? 

	a. Using the Azraq.kmz file, or having the students enter the following Latitude and Longitude (31 degrees, 56 minutes, 19.61 seconds N by 36 degrees, 23 minutes and 02.62 seconds east). This camp is in Jordan.

	b. Have students play with the history bar again, going back to 2004. Note that most of the images are from very recent years. Why would that be? 

	c. Students should try to zoom in and out to be able to describe the place. Vegetation? Is it far from other cities? (Students can use the ruler button to get the distance between two points on the image, students will need to use the drop down menu to measure the distance in miles).

	d. Repeat similar analysis to the demolition exercise. What has been created? Why is this location relative to the rest of the region important? 

	e. Repeat this for Zaatari.kmz.  or have the students type in Al Zaatari Refugee Camp in the search box. This is a another location in Jordan but very different in development, relative position and location.  

	f. Repeat the steps for the Azraq location. 



Additional resources such as the Syria Regional Refugee Response site, from the United Nations High Commissioner on Refugees provides detailed data for each camp and student may want to see the size of the populations of each camp. 
Download Google Earth for free by using the following link: http://www.google.com/earth/download/ge/agree.html
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