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HEY!  STOP TUGGING ON ME!
Traci Ketchum, OKAGE TC
Bridge Creek Public Schools
Blanchard, OK
Grade Level: 		6th and 7th
Purpose/Overview:
The purpose of this lesson is help students demonstrate an understanding of the
interconnectedness of global issues using a kinesthetic exercise.
National Geography Standards from Geography for Life
Geographic Elements & Standards:
Standard 11 – Human Systems:  The patterns and networks of economic interdependence on earth’s surface
Oklahoma Priority Academic Student Skills (PASS):
Grade 6 World Studies
1.1  Locate, gather, and analyze information from primary and secondary sources, such as artifacts, diaries, letters, art, music, literature, newspapers, and contemporary media.
Grade 7 World Geography
4.2  Explain patterns and processes of global economic interdependence (e.g., developed and developing countries, economic activities, and world trade).
Materials:
Global Issues Worksheet for each student (attached)
2 sheets of construction paper per student
Ball of yarn
Old magazines (such as National Geographic) with photos of global issues that students can cut out
Internet access
Time Frame:	3 to 4 days to complete all activities. Time frame will vary according to the students’ level of understanding.
Procedures:
Define global issues.  A global issue in its broadest definition is the academic study of political, economic, social and cultural relationships of the world.  Then have students brainstorm examples of global issues.  Record ideas on a chart for reference later.
Have the students categorize the issues they have come up with thus far on the Global Issues Worksheet.
View the YouTube video, “We’re All In This Together” by Hillsong (4:13).  Encourage students to add to the list of issues. (You may also use the list that has been provided.)
Have students stand in a circle.
Read aloud a global issue.  Then, making sure that a student keeps hold of the end piece of the yarn, toss the ball of yarn to a student across the circle.
Have that student choose an issue from the chart that is connected to the first issue (e.g., lack of education can be connected to low literacy rates).  If a student cannot figure out how to connect the issues, other students may assist.
Once the student(s) has stated how his/her issue is connected to the previous one, s/he holds onto the yarn and tosses the ball to someone else across the circle.
Continue the activity until everyone has caught the ball and is now holding a part of the yarn. The ball of yarn should return back to the teacher.
Have everyone pull the yarn tight.
Tug on the yarn and ask if anyone felt the tug.  Have another person in the circle tug his/her piece.  Ask what the tug might represent concerning global issues. 
Continue holding the yarn while you have a class discussion on how the students could positively or negatively change the connections in the web of yarn.
Have the students watch the YouTube video, “One Tribe” by The Black Eyed Peas (4:31).  Then have the students journal what the song means to them.
Assessment:
Have each student construct a picture flip book* of global issues.  Each page should be able to be connected to the previous page either negatively or positively. 
For the more advanced student the whole flip book needs to be able to be connected.
*How to construct the flip book:
Fold two pieces of construction paper inside of each other.  Staple twice at the crease.  This will make a 6-page (8 including front and back covers) flip book.
Resources:
Facing the Future
http://www.facingthefuture.org/
from Facing the Future’s free downloadable curriculum
Engaging Students Through Global Issues:  Activity-Based Lessons and Action Projects
Chapter 4:  Making Global Connections
http://facingthefuture.org/Curriculum/EngagingStudentsThroughGlobalIssues/tabid/456/Default.aspx

YouTube video, “We’re All In This Together” by Hillsong (4:13)
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e4NlyZqJhwk

YouTube video, “One Tribe” by The Black Eyed Peas (4:31)
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aTViSIHVKTQ
Examples of Global Issues
Use the following issues to add to your classroom list of issues.
	War	
	Education

	Healthcare
	Food

	Literacy
	Water

	Poverty
	Economics

	Consumption
	Discrimination

	Population Growth
	Sustainability

	Peace and Conflict
	Human Migration

	Environment
	Technology

	Media
	Non-Renewable resources

	Renewable resources
	Human Rights

	Global warming
	Culture

	Governance
	Social Justice

	Biodiversity
	




GLOBAL ISSUES WORKSHEET
	Political

	Economic

	Cultural
	Natural/ Biological
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