
Register Now!  
OKAGE’s upcoming Elementary Social Studies 

Institute (ESSI) will 
be held March 4 in 
Tulsa. If you are a 
3rd, 4th or 5th grade 
teacher, this is a 
workshop you won’t 
want to miss! See p. 
6 for more info.

Join us for exciting opportunities 
this spring!

Celebrating our Teacher Consultants!
Three OKAGE Teacher Consultants (TCs) recently 
received state and 
national honors. See 
p. 3 and p. 7 to learn 
more about these 
outstanding educa-
tors and how they 
are supporting ge-
ography education.

The OKAGE News

Our 2014 summer institutes allowed 40 Oklahoma teachers to explore the physical and human geography of our 
state and we have even more in store this spring. See more photos from our 2014 summer programs on p. 4-5, and 
learn about our upcoming spring programs on p. 2.
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Welcome to a new year and a 
new semester! 

Since our last newsletter, OKAGE 
has completed two big projects 
that we want to share with you. 

During this past football season, we helped create 
“Gridiron Geography”, our annual educational 
supplement in The Oklahoman that combines Big 
12 football with geography. Thanks to our team 
of dedicated Teacher Consultant (TC) writers, this 
year’s publication was another huge success. 

We also kicked off another successful series of 
World Geography Academies (WGAs) for 6th and 
7th grade teachers, full of vibrant, informational 
and relevant content. To date,  four of these day-
long workshops have been held  —filled to capac-
ity! We also have an Elementary Social Studies 
Institute (ESSI) in the works which will provide 3rd, 
4th and 5th grade teachers with dynamic curricu-
lum ideas. There is still time to sign up for this Tulsa-
based workshop, which will be held on March 4, 
2015. (The deadline is February 23—see p. 6 for a 
registration form.) OKAGE was able to offer these 
much needed programs through the support of  
the Oklahoma State Department of Education’s 
annual competitive grant program. 

Later in February, Eugene and I will be attending 
the annual National Geographic Alliance Coordi-
nator meeting. It will be an opportunity to learn 
about new National Geographic initiatives and 
programs and have time to visit with our congres-
sional representatives on Capitol Hill. We’ll keep 
you informed of any earthshaking future activities 
or ideas from our D.C. meeting that will impact 
OKAGE directly and indirectly.

March is shaping up to be a busy month! Notable 
OKAGE activities will include our annual trek to the 
Oklahoma State Capitol during Spring Break. Hav-
ing dialogue with our legislators is a wonderful op-
portunity to relate our programs and educational 
concerns to them on a personal level. Please con-
sider volunteering a day or two for this really re-
warding experience. Let us know! 

The Oklahoma Geographic Bee, sponsored by 
National Geographic, will be held on March 27 
at the University of Oklahoma. Also mark your cal-
endars for the annual Spring Social Studies Con-
ference on Saturday, March 28 at the Oklahoma 
Center for Continuing Education at the University 
of Oklahoma In Norman. An exciting line up for 
the spring conference is being planned. 

Coordinator’s Corner

Dr. Gary Gress
OKAGE Coordinator

We are also co-sponsoring a Goethe Institut,  
focusing on immigration, primarily for teachers in 
grades 6-12, to held be on Thursday, March 26 at 
the Norman Public Schools administration building 
in Norman. This institute will explore a range of ac-
tivities on the issue of immigration and  its impact 
on demographic diversity with lessons connected 
to the Oklahoma Academic Standards for the 
Social Studies and the Process and Literacy Skills 
(PALS) in history/social studies, lots of handouts, 
curricular materials and door prizes.

Also, for those of you that are excited about be-
coming an OKAGE TC, we’ll be offering another 
TC “boot camp” training. Stay tuned for more in-
formation about dates and location.

Regarding summer programs and events, Eugene 
and I will be exploring a variety of options and will 
keep you posted via email, Facebook and up-
coming newsletters. We are also in the process of 
finding a grant writing consultant who will assist in 
generating and securing funding for OKAGE pro-
grams and activities.  

Congratulations are in order for a few folks. Mark 
Stahl (Norman), a truly fantastic teacher and TC, 
has retired from teaching and serving on the OK-
AGE board. He will truly be missed! All of us at OK-
AGE and especially our board thank Mark for all 
of those wonderful years. As I always say “feel the 
love” Mark! 

Teresa Potter (Moore), another wonderful teach-
er and TC, has been selected to be a National 
Geographic Society (NGS) alliance development 
trainee, who will be trained by NGS in Washington, 
D.C. this February. She will work closely with our 
future grant writing consultant. 

Finally, OKAGE extends a warm welcome and 
congratulations to our new State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction, Joy Hofmeister, as we look 
forward to a great future partnership.  

Stay in touch, give us an occasional call or send 
an e-mail. Any ideas or suggestions are always 
welcome!  Geography education is alive in Okla-
homa thanks to you and what you do every day. 
We greatly value you as an OKAGE “family mem-
ber”, so keep spreading the “geo-word!” 
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The OKAGE News

Are you a TC with news to report?  Contact the OK-
AGE office at 405.325.5832 or okage@ou.edu with your 
news and updates.
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Sullivan Inducted to Oklahoma 
Educator Hall of Fame
Long-time OKAGE Teacher Consultant Glenda 
Sullivan (Lawton) was inducted into the Okla-
homa Educators Hall of Fame in impressive cer-
emonies at the Quail Creek Golf & Country Club 
in Oklahoma City on August 1, 2014. She joins the 
other 90 outstanding educators who have been 
inducted since the Hall of Fame was founded in 
1984. 

Glenda’s teaching specialty has always been 
geography, so regardless of the subjects she was 
assigned to teach, her devotion to her students 
caused her to weave geography into every facet 
of her classroom and her personal research. She 
was recognized in 2011 by the National Council 
for Geographic Education with the Outstand-
ing Support for Geography Education Award. In 
2003, Glenda was named a Distinguished Alumna 
of Southeastern State University in Durant where 
she earned her baccalaureate and master’s de-
grees. In 1995, she was awarded Medal of Excel-
lence in Secondary Teaching by the Oklahoma 
Foundation for Excellence. Her applied research 
in OKAGE “teach-the-teacher” workshops, sum-
mer institutes, and World Geography Academies 
has helped keep geography a viable discipline 
in many Oklahoma schools, large and small.

Next time you visit the State Capitol Complex in 
Oklahoma City, be sure to visit the Oliver Hodge 
Education Building where Glenda’s portrait is on 
permanent display in the Oklahoma Educators 
Hall of Fame!



Summer 2014 Program Photos
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Culture, Cuisine and Computers

Our institute participants visited various 
religious sites, worked on lessons and 
experienced wonderful ethnic cuisine in 
the Oklahoma City metropolitan area this 
past summer.
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From Kaw to Catoosa

This group of summer institute participants experienced summer field work while 
exploring towns and sites along the Arkansas River.



Registration Form
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Join us for OKAGE’S  
presents the 

2015 Elementary Social Studies Institute 
Funded in part by a grant from 

the Oklahoma State Board of Education and the Oklahoma Geography Education Fund 

 

The ESSI is primarily for vertical teams of third-fifth grade 

social studies teachers; individual teachers are 

welcome to register. The institute will be especially 

beneficial for vertical teams of elementary teachers 

who are preparing students for the Grade 5 Social 

Studies criterion-referenced test. 

 

Educators who teach in schools or school districts with 

a student enrollment classified as 50% or greater Free 

and Reduced Lunch (2013-2014 data) may apply for 

reimbursement of actual costs for substitute teachers. 

Application forms will be available at the Institute and 

must be completed by the school principal/financial 

officer for reimbursement to be processed. 

 

Oklahoma classroom teachers and others who have 

achieved “Teacher Consultant” status through training 

with OKAGE will present. Other presenters may include 

State Department of Education representatives with 

expertise in standards and student assessment. 

 

All OKAGE programs meet the definition of high quality 

professional development as required by the No Child 

Left Behind Act [Title IX, Part A, Section 9101 (34)]. The activities in this Institute are directly aligned to the 

Oklahoma Academic Standards for the Social Studies, student academic achievement standards and 

assessments. The primary goal of the Institute is to improve and increase teachers’ knowledge of Grade 3 

Oklahoma Studies, Grade 4 Regional Geography & History, Grade 5 U.S. Studies (1607-1806), and the Social 

Studies Reading and Writing Literacy Skills, and to help enable teachers highly qualified. Attendance certificates 

for professional development will be available. 
 

For further information, please contact the OKAGE office at 405.325.5832 or okage@ou.edu (e-mail). 

Date:   Wednesday, March 4, 2015 
   
Place: Wilson Teaching and Learning 

Academy Tulsa Public Schools 
    2710 East 11th Street 
 Tulsa, Oklahoma 
 

Time:  8 am – 3:00 pm, check-in at 7:15 am 
 
Fee:        $25 per participant, which includes 

continental breakfast, lunch, and break 
refreshments. 

 
Deadline:  Registration forms and payment must 

be received by February 23, 2015. 
Space is limited; registrations will be 
accepted on a “first come, first served” 
basis. 

 
  

Teachers who are accepted will 
receive confirmation by e-mail with 
more details. Teachers who are not 
accepted will be notified promptly. 

2015 Registration Form 
Elementary Social Studies Institute  

Registration Deadline: February 23, 2015 

One registration form per person.  (Feel free to photocopy this form.) 

Registration will NOT be accepted without a check or purchase order payable to OKAGE. 

 
 

Name: ____________________________________________ Email: _______________________________________ 
 
School District: ______________________________________ Grade Level: ______________________________ 
 
School Name: ______________________________________________ Subject Taught: ____________________ 
 
School Address: _________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City: _________________________________ State: ____________________________ Zip: ____________________ 
 
School Tel: (       )______________________________ School Fax: (       )__________________________________ 
 
Home Tel: (       )_______________________________ Alt Phone:  (       )__________________________________  
 
 
Photographic Refusal: I, ____________________________, DO NOT authorize OKAGE to use my 
photograph in conjunction with my participation in the World Geography Academy. 

 

Return Completed Form with Check or Purchase Order to: 
OKAGE, 100 East Boyd, SEC 684 

Norman, OK  73019-1018 

or fax to 405.325.8781 



 News & Notes
Meet the TC:
Heather Braucher, Claremore
How long have you been involved with OKAGE 
and why did you decide to become involved?
I attended my first OKAGE workshop in Tulsa in 
2002 and became a TC in 2008. OKAGE opened 
the wonderful world of geography to me and of-
fered a chance to cultivate new relationships with 
other like-minded professionals.

How has OKAGE benefited you as a teacher?
I seek professional development to spark student 
interest and OKAGE makes this possible. I am con-
stantly learning, searching and discovering new 
teaching methods. 

What do you like most about geography?
One can study just about any subject through the 
eyes of geography. 

What is your most interesting OKAGE experience? 
Janet Hall (Oklahoma City) and I co-coordinat-
ed the Culture, Cuisine and Computers summer 
institute in 2014. Our participants experienced a 
plethora of amazing religious institutions and eth-
nic restaurants, while gaining an overall sense of 
place for the Oklahoma City metro.

Where is the most 
geographically 
interesting place 
you have been?
Puerto Rico was 
the most beautiful 
place I’ve visited, 
but the Roman 
Coliseum in Italy 
fascinated me.

Why would you encourage another teacher to 
become an OKAGE TC?
We gain immense rewards when we gather as  
professionals to learn and design new lesson plans. 
Students are our essential obligation and working 
together is substantial. The subject of geogra-
phy constantly changes and should be used to  
elevate humanity. Becoming a TC is the best way 
to help spread geography education!
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Heather Braucher teaches 6th and 7th grade enriched/gifted 
geography at Will Rogers Junior High School in Claremore 
and is serving as the co-coordinator of the Oklahoma Geo-
graphic Bee. Heather has traveled to 13 countries in Europe, 
Puerto Rico and across the U.S. She is pictured above at El 
Morro Fort in Old San Juan, Puerto Rico.

Braucher, Potter Honored with 
Distinguished Teaching Award

A special congratulation to two of our “OKAGE 
family members”, Heather Braucher and Teresa 
Potter! They were honored this past August at the 
annual National  Council for Geographic Educa-
tion (NCGE) meeting in Memphis with the Distin-
guished Teacher Award.

The K-12 Distinguished Teaching Award is designed 
to recognize and support excellence in geogra-
phy teaching among elementary, middle, and 
high school teachers. Applications are reviewed 
by an NCGE task force and evaluated for teach-
ing skills, leadership, professional development ac-
complishments, involvement in student activities, 
and development of innovative teaching materi-
als and strategies.

Congratulations, Heather and Teresa! Heather Braucher (left) and Teresa Potter (right) at the 
NCGE annual conference in August 2014.
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Upcoming Events
Mark your calendar to attend these upcom-
ing professional development opportunities!

March 4, 2015 • 
OKAGE Elementary Social Studies Institute, 
Tulsa  

March 26, 2015 • 
Goethe Institut, Norman Public Schools Ad-
ministration Building, Norman (See p. 2) 

March 27, 2015 • 
Oklahoma Geographic Bee, University of 
Oklahoma 

March 28, 2015 • 
Spring Social Studies Conference, Okla-
homa Center for Continuing Education, 
Norman. (www.econisok.com)

OKAGE, NCGE & You!
OKAGE is very pleased to announce that, 
thanks to a special agreement with the Na-
tional Council for Geographic Education 
(NCGE), we are offering all OKAGE members 
an unbelievable opportunity to sign up for a 
one-year membership for just $50! 

You can visit www.ncge.org and learn about 
the fantastic benefits you will receive as a 
NCGE member and to sign up. The special $50 
membership purchase option will automati-
cally appear when you select “Oklahoma” in 
the sign-up process.  

If you are unfamiliar with this outstand-
ing professional organization, we en-
courage you to check it out. If you have 
any questions or need additional infor-
mation, please contact Shana Lerner at  
slerner@ncge.org or 202-216-0942. 


