
World Geography Academy  
Do you teach western hemisphere geography? 

If so, we have the 
workshop for you! Our 
World Geography 
Academy will be held 
in Norman on April 
5 and we hope you 
will join us. See p. 7 for  
information and a 
registration form.

National Geographic Geographer 
to Speak at Spring Conference

Register for Summer Programs
Get immersed in geography this summer! OKAGE is 
offering two week-long 
professional develop-
ment programs this sum-
mer. Limited space is  
available, so register  
today to ensure your 
spot. Program descrip-
tions begin on p. 4. 

The OKAGE News
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Juan José Valdés, Geographer at National Geographic, will be the 
keynote speaker at the 3rd Annual Spring Social Studies Conference 
on Saturday, March 29 at the Oklahoma Center for Continuing Educa-
tion in Norman, For more information and registration, please see p. 3. 

Juan José Valdés, Geographer at the 
National Geographic Society, will visit 
Oklahoma to present the keynote 
address at the 3rd annual Spring So-
cial Studies Conference on Saturday, 
March 29, 2014, at the Oklahoma Cen-
ter for Continuing Education in Norman.  

Valdés, who was born in Cuba and 
was among more than 14,000 children 
airlifted to the United States in 1961 as 
part of Operation Pedro Pan, will speak 
on how he became a geographer-
cartographer and the impact educa-
tors have had on him throughout his 
life. He will also describe the Society’s 
mapmaking process and the events 
that occurred as a consequence 
of the publication of the first map of 
Cuba in more than 100 years.

Those attending the Spring Social Stud-
ies Conference will have the opportu-
nity to visit with Valdés about his work 
at the National Geographic Society 
and his return visits to Castro’s Cuba as 
an adult some 50 years later.

“OKAGE is honored that Juan accepted our invitation to come to the Spring Conference,” said Dr. Gary 
Gress, OKAGE Coordinator. “We strongly encourage all Oklahoma teachers, especially those interested in 
cartography and political geography, to register to attend the Conference for this once-in-lifetime experi-
ence.” There will be more than 20 presentations at the Conference on March 29, many exhibits and sponsors, 
continental breakfast and lunch, and lots and lots of FREEBIES and PRIZES!  See page 3 for more information.



The OKAGE News is a quarterly publication of the Oklahoma 
Alliance for Geographic Eduction (OKAGE). 

OKAGE is a professional organization for geography and so-
cial studies educators in Oklahoma. OKAGE is affiliated with 
the National Geographic Society and its national network of 
state geographic alliances, the Oklahoma State Department 
of Education and other national geography organizations. 
OKAGE provides a year round schedule of professional devel-
opment institutes for in-service and pre-service teachers of all 
grade levels and subjects, including summer workshops and 
field studies that provide experiential learning opportunities.   

Submissions are welcome at any time by email, fax or postal 
mail.  
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100 East Boyd, SEC Rm 684
Norman, OK  73019-1018

Tel: 405.325.5832
Toll Free: 800.522.0772 ext. 5832 

Fax: 405.325.8781
Web: www.okageweb.org 

Email: okage@ou.edu
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Dr. Gary M. Gress, Coordinator

R. Eugene Earsom, Program Director
Jackie Downlng, Operations Manager

Brooke Barnett, OKAGE News Editor
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Are you a TC with news to report?  Contact the OK-
AGE office at 405.325.5832 or okage@ou.edu with your 
news and updates.
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Thank you, all of you who touch 
kids’ lives on a daily basis as edu-
cators. There isn’t a semester that 
passes that I’m not reminded of 
you, really! 

I teach a variety of undergradu-
ates and undergraduate classes. Two classes in 
particular—“Global Environmental Issues” and 
“Interpreting Planet Earth”—attract students who 
are curious about this place that we’ve inherited, 
our “Earth.” They’re mostly history, business, math, 
liberal arts, education, engineering, media and, 
of course, geography majors. When I ask them 
in class during weekly semester discussions, “why 
this class?” or “why are you so interested in that 
issue?”, they always, always mention a particular 
K-12 class or teacher! 

We all need to keep recharging our “academic 
batteries,” keep learning, and have fun doing it, 
no matter the cutbacks, lack of support or new 
requirements that are expected of us. All students 
need those discussions, innovative or “ah-ha” mo-
ments that you create in your classes. Students re-
member those moments and activities too! With 
all of the professional and personal demands in 
our life, how do we maintain that edge, introduc-
ing fresh ideas to our students?

Tough shoes to fill, huh? I agree. Currently, there 
are only a few statewide organizations that can 
help, OKAGE is one. If you haven’t already, take 
a look at our academies, institutes, conferences 
and activities, listed in this newsletter. You don’t 
have to teach just geography, we cater to all 
subjects! Consider investing a day, few days, or 
even a week with us and our programs, as many 
already have. I’m biased! I think a couple of days 
a year is a small investment for new curriculum 
ideas, content and strategies. 

So, I thank you; our Teacher Consultants who help 
conduct OKAGE workshops also thank you for all 
you do. As I always say “feel the (OKAGE family) 
love.” 

Give us a look if you haven’t yet. Now is the time 
to get involved! 

Coordinator’s Corner

Dr. Gary Gress
OKAGE Coordinator



Cover Story
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3rd Annual Spring Social Studies Conference
March 29, 2014

University of Oklahoma
Oklahoma Center for Continuing Education (OCCE)

1700 Asp Avenue, Norman, OK

Agenda
Registration/Visit Exhibits 7:30-8:30 a.m.
Welcome & Introductions 8:30-8:40 a.m.   
Keynote Speaker 8:40-9:25 a.m. 
Break/Visit Exhibits 9:25-9:35 a.m. 
Session One 9:35-10:25 a.m. 
Break/Visit Exhibits 10:25-10:40 a.m.
Session Two 10:40-11:30 a.m. 
Lunch 11:30-12:30 p.m.
Break/Visit Exhibits 12:30-1:00 p.m.
Session Three 1:00-1:50 p.m. 
Door Prize Drawing 1:50 p.m. until we run out!

Donuts/Coffee/Tea
Provided by the 

Oklahoma Bar Association
Law Related Education

Lunch – Provided by the 
Federal Reserve Bank of

Kansas City-Oklahoma City
Branch

University of Oklahoma 
On-Campus Sponsor

Juan Valdes
The Geographer, National Geographic Society
*Appearance is made possible courtesy of National Geographic, Oklahoma Alliance for Geographic Education
and the Spring Social Studies Conference Consortium

Register online at www.econisok.org * $20 registration fee

Keynote Speaker



Summer 2014 Program Descriptions
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Culture, Cuisine, and Computers
June 15-20, 2014 

This six-day institute will provide participants with 
an authentic, specific, and fundamental focus 
on world geography, including a solid working 
knowledge of major world religions and cultural 
diffusion from a spatial perspective in the Okla-
homa City metropolitan area. 

Learning strategies will focus on historical  
migration and religious penetration, and change 
over time.  Teachers will receive instruction in  
dynamic student-centered model lessons that 
integrate technology with the Common Core 
Literacy Standards in History/Social Studies in the 
Oklahoma Academic Standards for the Social 
Studies and the National Geography Standards, 
Geography For Life.  
 
A hands-on examination of physical systems 
and human systems, along with background 
information on cultural diffusion and religious 
diversity in Oklahoma, will be augmented with 
a field study of geographically, economically, 
and historically significant sites. Field study sites 
may include Vien-Giac Buddhist Temple, Hindu 
Temple of Oklahoma, Temple B’nai Israel, Grand 
Mosque of Oklahoma City, Saint George Greek 
Orthodox Church, and Iglesia del Sagrado 
Corazón.  Teachers will also have the opportuni-
ty to experience ethnic dining experiences that 
may include Ethiopian, Greek, Indian, Peruvian, 
and Vietnamese cuisine. Participants will be ex-
pected to develop original lesson plans that in-
corporate a technological element (e.g., Pow-
erPoint) that will be published on-line. 

Limited to 20 teachers.

June 2014 July 2014

Please Note:

• Space in each institute is limited and registrations will be accepted on a “first come, first served” basis. 
• Each participant may receive a small stipend upon successful completion of the institute.
• Each institute will be conducted pending sufficient registrations and availability of funding. 
• Teachers who are accepted will receive a confirmation email with more details. 
• Teachers who are not accepted will be notified promptly. 
• For more information or for accommodations on the basis of disability, please call 405.325.5832 or visit 

www.okageweb.org.                                                       

Cruisin’ from Kaw to Catoosa:  
An Arkansas River Field Study
July 13-19, 2014

This seven-day institute will provide participants 
a close-up look at one of Oklahoma’s most im-
portant waterways, the Arkansas River.  

The institute focus on field research, daily jour-
naling and web postings, interviews, and geo-
graphic process and literacy skills. Educators 
will learn of the river’s importance, not only to 
Oklahoma, but to international commerce.  

The institute will incorporate five major themes: 
water usage and impoundment, recreation, 
urban impact, economics, and transporta-
tion. Field study sites may include Kaw Lake 
and Dam, the relocated city of Mannford, the 
Port of Catoosa, the coal-burning power plant 
in Muskogee, and the riverside community of 
Jenks.  

In addition, teacher-teams will conduct com-
munity studies utilizing the institute’s geograph-
ic themes and framework with their compren-
sive field guide. Participants will be expected to 
develop original lesson plans that focus on the 
Oklahoma Academic Standards for the Social 
Studies; the National Geography Standards, 
Geography For Life; and STEM components; 
and incorporate the knowledge and experi-
ences gained from the institute that translates 
to the classroom.  

Limited to 20 teachers.

2014 OKAGE Summer Program Descriptions



Registration Form
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Registration Deadline: April 30, 2014 

 One registration form per person.  (Feel free to photocopy this form.)  
 A $100 deposit per institute is due at the time of application.  
 School purchase orders are accepted. Please be sure billing address is clearly indicated.   
 All materials, food, and accommodations during each program are provided by OKAGE.  
 All written communications, including enrollment confirmation and participant information packets, will be 

sent via email, so please provide an email address below that you will be able to access after school is 
out. 

 Each participant may receive a small stipend upon successful completion of the institute. 
 
Participant Information: 
 
Name: _______________________________________   Email: _____________________________________________ 
 
School District: ________________________________   Grade Level: ______________________________________ 
 
School Name: ________________________________   Subject Taught: ___________________________________  
 
Gender (Please Circle): Male  Female  
 
Home Address:________________________________  Home Email: ____________________________________________ 
 
City: __________________________________________  State: ______________ Zip: _______________________________  
 
Home Phone: (_____)___________________________  Cell / Alternate Phone: (____)____________________________ 

 
Select the Institute(s) for Which You Wish To Register: 

____ Culture, Cuisine, and Computers - June 15-20, 2014 
         Getting a taste of various religious cultures via technology and fieldwork 
 
____  Cruisin’ From Kaw To Catoosa: An Arkansas River field Study – July 13-19, 2014 
          Studying the economics, transportation and resources along the Arkansas River 
 
            Roommate Request & T-Shirt Information: 
____ I request the following roommate (if any): ______________________________________________________________  

[Please note that you will have a roommate at the hotel unless you have a documentable health problem that would prevent sharing 
accommodations. If necessary, please contact the OKAGE office at 405.325.5832 to discuss alternative arrangements.]  
 
Some hotel accommodations for the OKAGE Summer Institutes will NOT be in Norman.  Participants selected for these Institutes will 
receive housing information by email prior to the start date. 
 

Please indicate your preferred T-shirt size: 
 
        ___Small    ___Medium    ___Large    ___X-Large    ___XX-Large   ___XXX-Large 

 
Return Completed Form with Purchase Order or Deposit Check to: 

OKAGE, 100 East Boyd, SEC Rm 684, Norman, OK  73019-1018 or fax to 405.325.8781. 
For more information, please contact 405.325.5832 or okage@ou.edu 

 

                 OKAGE 
2014 SUMMER PROGRAMS 

    REGISTRATION FORM 



Meet the TC
Meet the TC:
Lynn Tilley, Comanche
How long have you been involved with OKAGE 
and why did you decide to become involved?
In 2006 when I took one of the basic geography 
workshops, and then had the opportunity to at-
tend their Colonial Williamsburg Field Study Insti-
tute that same summer. Both opened up a whole 
new world for me regarding how I viewed history 
and the role geography plays in our lives. I was 
hooked after Colonial Williamsburg and each in-
dividual workshop and Summer Institute continues 
to give me exceptional learning experiences that 
I bring back into the classrooms for my students.  

How has OKAGE benefited you as 
a teacher?
I grew up in the military and I had 
the special opportunity to travel 
and live in different countries. Like 
most military children, I developed 
a respect and appreciation for 
different cultures. However, many 
children never have this opportu-
nity.  I had always tried to broad-
en my students’ experience of 
the world by incorporating global 
studies into my classroom, and lat-
er as the school library media spe-
cialist in working with students and 
teachers throughout the school. 

However, it was not until I became 
involved with OKAGE that I was able to fully under-
stand the role geography plays in everything in our 
lives, and gain the knowledge and tools I needed to 
translate this into exceptional learning experienc-
es for my students. I have learned so much about  
geography with OKAGE and the role it plays in 
both history and in all areas of our lives. OKAGE 
gives me the tools I need to bring enriched learn-
ing experiences for all my students.

What do you like most about geography?
The fact that it touches and influences our lives 
in every way. Nothing happens without someway 
being interconnected with geography. Studying 
geography and the interconnectedness of all 
things helps me to understand history and places 
and people better. It reminds me of a geography 
poster showing the world from space that says, 
“We are not alone.” I like to travel also to learn 
firsthand about these new places. 

Where is the most geographically interesting 
place you have been?
The experience of living in Thailand for two years 
when my Dad was in the military was one of the 
most interesting places I have ever been. That set 
the stage for my interest in learning as much as I 
can about the world.  

As a Teacher Consultant working with OKAGE, 
there have been many, many interesting places 
where I have learned so much to bring back to 
the classroom. I’ve stood on the battlefield at Yor-
ktown and saw where our nation became a na-
tion (that was so moving, it brought tears to my 
eyes), I’ve trekked the rain forests of Puerto Rico, 

followed the Arkansas River from 
Oklahoma to its source in the 
Rocky Mountains, and explored 
every region in Oklahoma in-
cluding the Panhandle’s Black 
Mesa area.  Each one of these 
experiences, and others, has en-
abled me to bring primary source 
photographs, artifacts, and new 
knowledge directly back to the 
students in my classrooms.  

Why would you encourage an-
other teacher to become an 
OKAGE TC?
I’ve been a teacher for 26 years 
and have experienced profes-
sional growth opportunities in 
many different workshops and 

venues throughout the years. However, it has been 
my experience that nothing compares to what 
OKAGE offers and delivers with their high quality, 
professional development growth opportunities 
available through their workshops and Summer 
Field Experience Institutes.  

You can’t learn in a book what first hand expe-
rience teaches.  Their affiliation with the Nation-
al Geographic Society and other Geography  
Alliances throughout the nation provides a strong 
network for Geography education. I would highly 
recommend and encourage teachers to con-
sider becoming a part of OKAGE, and becoming 
an OKAGE Teacher Consultant. It doesn’t mat-
ter what grade or subject you teach, geography 
education fits in everywhere.  I guarantee you will 
benefit as a teacher, and so will your students!
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Lynn Tilley, NBCT, is the Library Media Specialist at Comanche 
Elementary School in Comanche, Oklahoma. Reach her at 
ltilley@comanche.k12.ok.us.
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presents the 

World Geography Academy 
Western Hemisphere 

 
The World Geography Academy is a one-day 
professional development institute primarily for 
teachers of Grade 6 “World Geography: Western 
Hemisphere”. The academy is beneficial to teachers 
with limited resources for teaching about Western 
Hemisphere geography. 
 
Oklahoma classroom teachers who have achieved 
“Teacher Consultant” status through training with 
OKAGE will present. Other presenters may include 
State Department of Education representatives with 
expertise in student academic standards and 
assessment. 
 
This Academy meets the definition of high quality 
professional development as required by the No Child 
Left Behind Act [Title IX, Part A, Section 9101 (34)]. The 
activities in this Academy are directly aligned to the 
Oklahoma Academic Standards for the Social Studies, 
student achievement standards and assessments. The 
primary goal of the Academy is to improve and 
increase teachers’ knowledge of Western Hemisphere 
geography and the Common Core Social Studies 
Reading and Writing Literacy Skills, and to help enable 
teachers to become highly qualified. Attendance 
certificates for professional development 
 will be available. 
 
For further information, please contact the OKAGE office at 405.325.5832 or okage@ou.edu (e-mail). 

 
Dates:   Saturday, April 5, 2014 
   
 
Place: Norman Public Schools 
 Administrative Services Center 
 131 S. Flood Ave. 
 Norman, Oklahoma 73071 
 
Time:  8 am – 3:30 pm, check-in at 7:15 am 
 
Fee:        $50 per participant, which includes 

continental breakfast, lunch and break 
refreshments. 

 
Deadline:  Registration forms and payment must be 

received by March 26, 2014. Space is 
limited; registrations will be accepted on 
a “first come, first served” basis. 

 
  

Teachers who are accepted will receive 
confirmation by e-mail with more details. 
Teachers who are not accepted will be 
notified promptly. 

Registration Form 
World Geography Academy: Western Hemisphere 

Registration Deadline: March 26, 2014 
One registration form per person.  (Feel free to photocopy this form.) 

Registration will NOT be accepted without a check or purchase order payable to OKAGE. 
 
 

Name: ____________________________________________ Email: _______________________________________ 
 
School District: ______________________________________ Grade Level: ______________________________ 
 
School Name: ______________________________________________ Subject Taught: ____________________ 
 
School Address: _________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City: _________________________________ State: ____________________________ Zip: ____________________ 
 
School Tel: (       )______________________________ School Fax: (       )__________________________________ 
 
Home Tel: (       )_______________________________ Alt Phone:  (       )__________________________________  
 
 
Photographic Refusal: I, ____________________________, DO NOT authorize OKAGE to use my 
photograph in conjunction with my participation in the World Geography Academy. 

 
Return Completed Form with Check or Purchase Order to: 

OKAGE, 100 East Boyd, SEC Rm 684 
Norman, OK  73019-1018 

or fax to 405.325.8781. 
 

  

Registration Form
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Upcoming Events

March 29, 2014
3rd Annual Spring Social Studies Conference

April 4, 2014
National Geographic Bee State Competition,  
Oklahoma Memorial Union, Norman

April 5, 2014
World Geography Academy—Western Hemisphere

June 15-20, 2014
Culture, Cuisine, and Computers Summer  
Institute

June 13-19, 2014
Cruisin’ from Kaw to Catoosa: An Arkansas Field 
Study Summer Institute

For more information on these and other events, 
visit www.okageweb.org.

Postcard Contest?
The 2013 Geography Awareness Week postcard 
contest celebrated the theme of Geography: 
The New Age Exploration. Over 400 entries were  
received in the contest from across the state.

The winners in this year’s contest are:

• Payton Schuff of Fisher Elementary (1st place, 
K-3rd grade category)

• Ella Pilgrim of Fisher Elementary (2nd place, K-
3rd grade category)

• Melvin Haynes of Sky Ranch Elementary (3rd-
place, K-3rd grade category)

• Cody Kieu of Classen School of Advanced 
Studies (1st place, 4-6th grade category)

• Andrew Gardner of Bethel Middle School (2st 
place, 4-6th grade category)

• Daniel Coronado of Classen School of Ad-
vanced Studies (3rd place, 4-6th grade cat-
egory)

• Waverly Wang of Crossings Christian School 
(1st place, 7-12th grade category)

• Jackson Engel of Owasso 7th Grade Center 
(2nd place, 7-12th grade category)

• Ashleigh Smith of Central Middle School (3rd 
place, 7-12th grade category)

Congratulations!


