
TC Receives Medal for Excellence  
Veteran OKAGE TC Teresa Potter was recently 

selected to receive 
the 2012 Oklahoma 
Medal for Excellence 
in Elementary Edu-
cation by the Okla-
homa Foundation 
for Excellence. Learn 
more on p. 7

Three Opportunities for Summer 
Geography Adventure!

OKAGE Goes Digital!
We are excited to offer a digital edition of our 
newsletter beginning 
in Summer 2012. This 
will allow us to dis-
seminate information 
quicker and more ef-
ficiently. Learn more 
on p. 3.

The OKAGE News

OKAGE is offering three exciting programs this summer, including an Arkansas River Field Study and more. Each 
Institute has a  limited number of participants so register today to ensure your spot. Program descriptions begin on 
p. 4.  Photos courtesy of OKAGE.
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The OKAGE News is a quarterly publication of the Oklahoma 
Alliance for Geographic Eduction (OKAGE). 

OKAGE is a professional organization for geography and so-
cial studies educators in Oklahoma. OKAGE is affiliated with 
the National Geographic Society and its national network of 
state geographic alliances, the Oklahoma State Department 
of Education and other national geography organizations. 
OKAGE provides a year round schedule of professional devel-
opment institutes for in-service and pre-service teachers of all 
grade levels and subjects, including summer workshops and 
field studies that provide experiential learning opportunities.   

Submissions are welcome at any time by email, fax or postal 
mail.  
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Dr. Gary M. Gress, Coordinator
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The OKAGE News

Are you a TC with news to report?  Contact the OKAGE 
office at 405.325.5832 or okage@ou.edu with your news 
and updates for inclusion in the Summer 2012 issue.
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I have yet to meet anyone who doubts that 
learning geography is vital to the creation 
of citizens who can think critically about 
and act responsibly in dealing with the ma-

jor issues confronting Oklahoma, the United States and 
the world today.  War and regional conflicts, globaliza-
tion, energy dependence, food production and distri-
bution, and international terrorism all pose challenges 
whose solutions require geographic knowledge, rea-
soning and skills.

Since its founding in 1988, OKAGE has focused exclu-
sively on providing in-service and pre-service training for 
teachers.  Along with the development of instructional 
materials and curricula, OKAGE’s mission has been to 
enrich and encourage geography instruction by meet-
ing the professional needs of teachers of all academic 
disciplines. Since the early 1990s the Oklahoma State 
Legislature has endorsed the impact and value of OK-
AGE’s activities in classrooms throughout the state and 
has provided financial support by appropriations to 
OKAGE through contracts with the State Department 
of Education.

In the inimitable words of Bob Dylan, however, “the 
times they are a-changin’” and have been for several 
years.  The worldwide downturn in the economy has 
resulted in a decline in state revenues, and the sub-
sequent reduction in appropriations available for OK-
AGE programming.  This trend culminated this year in 
OKAGE joining the ranks of those other proven profes-
sional development programs for Oklahoma teachers 
that were de-funded.

This does NOT mean that OKAGE is closing its doors or 
will cease to exist.  On the contrary, because of an on-
going strategic planning process, OKAGE is “re-imag-
ining” itself as it seeks to remain relevant and effective 
in its professional development offerings, to reach out 
to new teachers and geographic stakeholders, and to 
cultivate new and different funding sources. 

Will things change?  Yes, without a doubt, and in many 
ways they already have.  Will the change be easy?  
Systemic change hardly ever is, so the answer is no. 
But OKAGE will continue to provide leadership in and 
support for classroom teachers through carefully de-
signed, research based programs that will enhance 
geography instruction and create a more vigorous 
level of geographic literacy in the future citizens of our 
state and nation. 

Help us to do this by letting OKAGE know how we can 
help you.  And, don’t forget to register for one or more 
of our unforgettable summer institutes -- there’s more 
information on page 4.

Director’s Cut

R. Eugene Earsom
OKAGE Program Director
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OKAGE is Going Digital—  
Won’t You Join Us?
OKAGE is currently in the process of retooling, re-
vamping, re-imagining and reinventing its purpose 
and programs. While new funding sources are ex-
plored and new programs envisioned, we will be 
taking a number of steps to reduce expenses.  

Accordingly, this will  be the last glossy issue of The 
OKAGE News that will be printed and mailed di-
rectly to you. Instead, we are excited to offer a 
digital edition of our newsletter beginning in Sum-
mer 2012. This change will allow us to disseminate 
information quicker and more efficiently to TCs, 
workshop participants, colleagues and others.
 
To continue receiving The OKAGE News, please 
email okage@ou.edu and provide us with your 
current email address.  This will allow us to update 
our database so you will get the best informa-

tion, resources and 
opportunities that 
OKAGE has to of-
fer. If you choose 
NOT to sign up for 
the digital edition, 
you will still receive 
occasional infor-
mation by mail, but 
it will vary in fre-
quency and extent 
of content from the 
email version.

In addition to our new digital newsletter, 
we also encourage you to stay connected 
through our website, which is currently un-
der reconstruction (www.okageweb.org), and 
our Facebook page (www.facebook.com/ 
OklahomaAllianceforGeographicEducation).

We look forward to connecting with you!

Using SmartBoard Technology 
in the Classroom
by Tiffany Neill, OKAGE TC and Science Specialist, K20 Cen-
ter, University of Oklahoma

Technology and I have not always been the best 
of friends. When I began my teaching career, I 
avoided the use of technology because whenev-
er I was in its vicinity, it would crash! I really didn’t 
want any form of technology in my classroom. All 
of that began to change when my school placed 
a SmartBoard in my classroom.

I decided to use the SmartBoard as an engage-
ment tool for my students. Developing Smart-
Board activities and lessons around existing cur-
riculum and in conjunction with good teaching 
practices enhanced learning experiences for my 
students. I tried to create activities where my stu-
dents could express their learning by interacting 
with the SmartBoard. 

“Place Your Vote” is a quick formative assess-
ment activity I utilize often. The activity centers on 
creating a scenario and or question connected 

to content to be explored by students that day. 
Students are then asked to “place their vote” in 
response to the scenario or question by going 
to the board and moving a star to the response 
they agree with most. This is accomplished in the 
first five minutes of class and I can quickly assess 
what students know about the topic before I be-
gin instruction. During the last five minutes of class 
students are asked to re-visit their votes from the 
beginning of class. They then have an opportu-
nity to move their original stars to a different re-
sponse if information gained in class causes them 
to change their original response.

There are numerous resources available online 
for SmartBoards, including ready-made activities, 
example graphic organizers, lessons, and tutorials 
Some of the websites I use include:

• http://www.eduplace.com/graphicorganizer/
• http://teacher.scholastic.com/whiteboards/ 

socialstudies.htm
• http://quizlet.com/
• http://www.google.com/earth/index.html
• http://exchange.smarttech.com/#tab=0
• http://www1.center.k12.mo.us/edtech/sb/ 

templates.htm

 

 



Summer 2012 Institute Descriptions
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The Nitty Gritty City: Becoming an Urban Geo-
Detective
June 24-29, 2012                    
An on-site explorations of three unique urban enclaves 
in Oklahoma City (Bricktown, Stockyards City and the 
Asian District), the emphasis of this six-day institute will 
be on the cultural, perceptual, economic and structural 
variables associated with each “community.” Teachers 
will conduct actual field research using content pro-
vided by geographers, city planning professionals and 
business-related personnel. Participants will learn the 
tools of a Geo-Detective to transfer specific content, 
process and literacy skills to the classroom setting, and 
will be expected to produce lesson plans/units for post-
ing on the OKAGE web site as a result of participating 
in this Institute.  Limited to 20 teachers.

See the USA the OKAGE Way: Southwest 
Oklahoma Field Study
June 10-15, 2012 
The fourth in a series of institutes exploring the physical, 
cultural, and economic geographic regions of Okla-
homa, this institute will provide participants with a solid 
working knowledge of the concept of region from a 
spatial perspective. This six-day institute will focus on 
physical and human systems and will include a three-
day field study in the southwest quadrant of the state 
covering sites such as the Chisholm Trail Heritage Cen-
ter in Duncan, Geronimo’s burial site at Ft. Sill, Quartz 
Mountain State Park, the Blue Canyon Wind Farm and 
the Quanah Parker Star House near Cache.   Teachers 
will be expected to produce lesson plans/units for post-
ing on the OKAGE web site as a result of participating 
in this Institute.  Limited to 20 teachers.

June 2012 July 2012

Please Note:
• Space in each institute is limited and registra-

tions will be accepted on a “first come, first
served” basis.  

• Teachers who are accepted will receive a con-
fi mation email with more details. 

• Teachers who are not accepted will be notified
promptly and put on a waiting list.

• For more information or for accommodations on 
the basis of disability, please call 405.325.5832 
or visit www.okageweb.org.                                                 
      

Cruisin’ from Kaw to Catoosa: An Arkansas 
River Field Study
July 8-13, 2012 
One of Oklahoma’s most important and scenic water-
ways, the Arkansas River, will be the focus of this six-day 
Institute. Through classroom presentations and field
observation, teachers will learn of the river’s impor-
tance to commerce in Oklahoma and the internation-
al marketplace. Topics will include water usage and 
impoundment, recreation, urban/rural interface and 
transportation. Teachers will visit Kaw Lake, the Jenks 
Riverwalk and the Port of Catoosa, including a barge 
ride on the river.  Participants will understand the eco-
nomic, cultural, historic and geographic characteristics 
of the Arkansas River and its tributaries, Other topics of 
exploration will be the competing claims to the waters 
of the Arkansas by tribal governments, agribusiness, 
city utilities and recreational interests. Teachers will be 
expected to produce lesson plans/units for posting on 
the OKAGE web site as a result of participating in this 
Institute.  Limited to 20 teachers.

2012 OKAGE Summer Institute Descriptions

Summer Sponsorships &  
Inservice Workshops Available
As OKAGE looks forward to summer 2013, we en-
courage any private individual, business or orga-
nization interested in co-sponsoring or completely 
sponsoring/underwriting one of our institutes to let 
us know. We welcome all workshop content ideas 
from our partners, including business and corpo-
rate proposals for summer workshops or institutes, 
and would be happy to visit with any potential 

funders about future collaborations. So spread 
the word, OKAGE folks, to anyone who might be 
interested in helping with next summer’s exciting 
programming.

Also, if your school or district would be interested 
in hosting a professional development workshop 
with focus on geography content, teaching strat-
egies and/or Social Studies Process and Literacy 
Skills (PALS), let us know. You can contact Eugene 
and Gary at the OKAGE office by calling 405. 
325.5832 or emailing okage@ou.edu.



Name:       Email:

School District:       Grade Level:

School Name:        Subject Taught:

Gender (Please Circle):  Male          Female  Summer Email: ______________________________________

Home Address:

City:       State:    Zip:

Home Phone:         Cell / Alternate Phone:(        ) (        )

Registration Form
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Registration Deadline: April 30, 2012.
• One registration form per person.  (Feel free to photocopy this form.)
• A $100 deposit per institute is due at the time of application. $50 will be returned in full upon 

 successful completion of the institute.  
• School purchase orders are accepted. Please be sure billing address is clearly indicated.  
• All materials, meals, and accommodations during each program are provided by OKAGE.
•	 ALL	written	communications,	including	enrollment	confirmation	and	participant	information	

packets, will be sent via email, so please provide an email address below that you will be 
able to access during the summer months.

Return Completed Form to:
OKAGE

100 East Boyd, SEC Rm 684
Norman, OK  73019-1018

or fax to 405.325.8781.

 Office Use Only:
 Check / PO #:
 Date:

2012 Summer Institutes Registration Form

Participant Information:

Select the Institute(s) for Which You Wish to Register:

See the USA the OKAGE Way: Southwest Oklahoma—June 10-15, 2012

The Nitty Gritty City: Becoming an Urban Geo-Detective—June 24-29, 2012

Cruisin’ from Kaw to Catoosa: An Arkansas River Field Study —July 8-13, 2012

Some hotel accommodations for the OKAGE Summer Institutes will NOT be in Norman. Participants selected for these Institutes will 
receive housing information by email prior to the start date.

Roommate Request & T-Shirt Information:

I request the following person as my roommate.
[Please note that you will have a roommate at the hotel unless you have a documentable health problem that would prevent 
sharing accommodations. If necessary, please contact the OKAGE office at 405.325.5832 to discuss alternative arrangements.]

 Requested Roommate (if any): 

Please indicate your preferred T-shirt size:

 Small  Medium   Large X-Large XX-Large XXX-Large



Lesson Plan
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*Please visit the online version of this lesson at  http://k20alt.ou.edu/groups/feeding-frenzy/ for complete instruc-
tions, handouts, additional content and resources. 

Feeding Frenzy: A Study of Population Dynamics
by OKAGE TC Tiffany Neill (Norman)

PURPOSE:  
Students will examine and explore the factors that impact population dynamics including 
limiting factors such as food, water, and shelter. Students will also examine the role engi-
neers have in addressing limiting factors that impact carrying capacities within a popula-
tion.

GEOGRAPHIC PURPOSE / THEME: 
Place, Human/Environment Interaction, Region

OBJECTIVE:
The student will:
• Explore the factors that impact population dynamics
• Experience what happens when food resources are depleted.
• Examine the role of engineers in addressing the problems of food supplies.
• Know the impact that natural disasters like drought and wildfi es have on the food supply.
• Know the importance of maintaining a surplus of food supplies for emergencies.

PASS OBJECTIVES:  
•	 Grade 7 World Geography
• Standard 4:  The student will evaluate the human systems of the world.
• 5.5   Evaluate issues of population location, growth, and change, including density, settlement patterns, 

migration, and availability of resources.

MATERIALS:
• Copies of all handouts* 
• Beans (2-3 bags for 25 students)
• Small cups (100-150 cups for 25 students)
• Trays (1 tray for each group, 4-5 students per group)

PROCEDURE:
1. Students will be placed in groups of 4-5 to conduct the lessons’ activities. Each group should have one 

tray to hold beans, ¼ cup of dry beans per student in each tray, one small plastic or Styrofoam cup per 
member of the group to start the activity. Students will obtain more cups as the activity progresses.

2. Each cup represents one person. The beans represent food needed for the  person to survive. To survive 
the round, you must collect 20 beans in the allotted time. Only one bean can be taken by a hand at a 
time and placed into the cup. At the end of the round, any person that does not have 20 beans in their 
cup  dies. This is represented by placing the cup upside down. At the end of the round, any person that 
has 20 or more beans lives. This is  represented by placing the cup right-side up. The goals of the activity 
are to reproduce and survive!

3. At the end of the round, every 20 beans above the required 20 beans results  in a birth of a new person. 
40 beans = 1 birth, 59 beans = 1 birth, 60 beans =  2 births. This is represented by placing the cup on its 
side. Student handouts of the rules for the game are also provided as part of the resources for this les-
son*.

4. Record total population, deaths, and births in the class data table on the  board for all students to 
see. See the data table handout* for an example of the data table to be drawn or  displayed on the 
board

5. Around year 4 teachers can begin to modify the activity according to the following parameters for 
any of the remaining rounds: teachers can remove beans from each tray and tell students that there 
was a drought that year; teachers can remove beans from each tray and tell students that there were 
wildfi es, which wiped out some of the crops for that year; teachers can remove beans from each tray 
and tell students that because of wars in their countries there were not enough resources to grow or 
collect crops.

6. Additional handouts available in the online version of this lesson allow students to reflect on the activity 
and analyze data and population dynamics. 

GRADE LEVEL:
7

Class Periods: 
1-2



 News & Notes
Meet the TC:
Tiffany Neill, Norman
How long have you been involved with OKAGE 
and why did you decide to become involved?
I’ve been involved with OKAGE for the past 3 
years. I began collaborating with Teresa Begley, 
a long-time OKAGE TC, on integrated science 
and geography lessons. She introduced me to this 
amazing organization.

How	has	OKAGE	benefited	you	as	a	teacher?
I have had the pleasure of meeting and working 
with amazing geography teachers around the 
state. Their enthusiasm, experiences, and knowl-
edge have played a significant role in making me 
a better teacher.

What do you like most about geography?
Geography is a cornerstone to understanding the 
world around us including people, places, and 
cultures. Many of the environmental and social is-
sues we face today are impacted by the geog-
raphy of and preservation of the land. Providing 
students with opportunities to explore geogra-
phy allows them to better understand the world 
around them.

What is your most interesting OKAGE experience? 
I had an opportunity to present two lessons at the 
National Council of Geographic Education An-
nual Conference in 2010 in Puerto Rico. I had the 
opportunity to zip line through the rainforest with 

a fellow TC. It was 
an incredible ex-
perience.

Where is the most 
geographical ly 
interesting place 
you have been?
The most geo-
graphically in-
teresting place I 
have ever been 
is Thailand. The 
physical features 
were unique and inspiring. Exploring the land-
scape, history, and people gave me a true sense 
of the countries culture.

Why would you encourage another teacher to 
become an OKAGE TC?
I would encourage social studies and science 
teachers to join OKAGE because of the numerous 
opportunities to collaborate with other educators 
and for the opportunities to participate in first
hand field experiences that translate to content 
and activities in the classroom. 
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Having spent the past 5 years as a science specialist for the 
K20 Center at the University of Oklahoma, Tiffany Neill recent-
ly accepted the position of Director of Science Education at 
the Oklahoma State Department of Education. Her teaching 
experiences include science and language arts at Attucks 
Alternative Academy in Vinita, Oklahoma, teaching biology 
and environmental science at Vinita High School. She is cur-
rently working on a masters in Secondary Science Educa-
tion at the University of Oklahoma and has an 8-year-old son 
named Nate.

Potter Awarded Medal for  
Excellence
OKAGE TC Teresa Potter, a 22-year teaching vet-
eran and National Board Certified teacher at Fish-
er Elementary in Moore, was recently named the 
2012 Oklahoma Medal for Excellence in Elemen-
tary Education winner by the Oklahoma Founda-
tion for Excellence. She will receive the award at 
the Foundation’s 26th annual Academic Awards 
Banquet in May.

In 2011, Teresa received the Herff Jones Geogra-
phy Award presented by the National Council for 
Geographic Education.  Teresa has been a peer 
facilitator for the Colonial Williamsburg Teacher 
Institutes and was named the Moore Teacher of 

the Year in 2008.  

Teresa has presented at OKAGE’s annual World 
Geography Academy, served as co-coordinator 
for 2011 Geography Awareness Week activities in 
Oklahoma and has been part of OKAGE’s stra-
tegic planning Leadership Team in the National 
Geographic Alliance Network Capacity Building 
Corps.

“Teresa is a true exemplar of service, dedication 
and professionalism,” said Gary Gress, OKAGE co-
ordinator.  “She really has the “wow!” factor that 
every teacher strives to develop.”

OKAGE TCs who have also received the Okla-
homa Medal for Excellence include Dolores Wil-
loughby Smith of Chickasha (1995), Glenda B. 
Sullivan of Lawton (1995) and Sandy Bahan of 
Norman (1997). Congratulations, Teresa!

OKAGE Teacher Consultant Tiffany 
Neill zip lining through the rainforest 
in Puerto Rico.
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Upcoming Events
March 30, 2012
2012 Oklahoma Geographic Bee, Norman

June 10-15, 2012
See the USA the OKAGE Way: Southwest 
Oklahoma

June 24-29, 2012
The Nitty Gritty City: Becoming an Urban 
Geo-Detective

July 8-13, 2012
Cruisin’ from Kaw to Catoosa: An Arkansas 
River Field Study

Congratulations to our GAW 
Postcard Contest Winners
 
Last fall, over 1,100 students from across the state 
submitted postcards illustrating the Geography
Awareness Week theme of “Geography: The Ad-
venture in Your Community.” The first place winners 
in each category of our postcard contest are:

Grades PreK-2
Zoe Slagle, a 2nd grader at Hodson Elementary 
School in Owasso, teacher Janet Villines.

Grades 3-5
Luke Dobson, a 5th grader at Maysville Elemen-
tary School in Maysville, teacher Janet Little. 

Grades 6-8
Gabriela Valdez, a 6th grader at Dove Science 
Academy in Tulsa, teacher Matthew Liddle 

Grades 9-12
Chelsea McCollom, a 12th grader at Roland Pub-
lic Schools in Roland, teacher Tiffany   
Rainwater.

Congratulation to our winners and thank you to all 
who entered our annual contest! 

Register now for OKAGE’s 
2012 Summer Institutes! 
Find Institute descriptions  

inside on p. 4 and a  
registration form on p.5. 


