
2011 Friend of Geography Award  
A veteran OKAGE Teacher Consultant was re-

cently named as the  
recipient of the 2011 
James M. Goodman 
Friend of Geography 
award for his valuable 
contributions to geog-
raphy education. See 
p. 7 for more.

2011 Oklahoma Geographic Bee  
Showcases Student Excellence

Few Spots Remain for Summer Programs
OKAGE is offering three exciting programs this sum-
mer, including an explo-
ration of historic Route 
66 and more. Only a 
few spots remain, so 
register today to en-
sure your spot. Program 
descriptions begin on 
p. 4. 

The OKAGE News

On April 1, 2011 approximately 100 students in each of the 50 states, D.C., U.S. territories and Department of De-
fense Dependents Schools faced off at the National Geographic State Geography Bees. The 2011 Oklahoma 
Geographic Bee winners are (L-R) Peter Hardt, 3rd place (Northern Hills Elementary School, Edmond Schools); 
Soorajnath Boominathan, 1st place (Deer Creek Middle School, Deer Creek Schools) Alexander Wagner, 2nd place 
(Centennial Middle School, Broken Arrow Schools). For more information about the Bee, please see p. 3. Photo 
courtesy of OKAGE.
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The OKAGE News is a quarterly publication of the Oklahoma 
Alliance for Geographic Eduction (OKAGE). 

OKAGE is a professional organization for geography and so-
cial studies educators in Oklahoma. OKAGE is affiliated with 
the National Geographic Society and its national network of 
state geographic alliances, the Oklahoma State Department 
of Education and other national geography organizations. 
OKAGE provides a year round schedule of professional devel-
opment institutes for in-service and pre-service teachers of all 
grade levels and subjects, including summer workshops and 
field studies that provide experiential learning opportunities.   

Submissions are welcome at any time by email, fax or postal 
mail.  

OKAGE
University of Oklahoma

100 East Boyd, SEC Rm 442
Norman, OK  73019-1018

Tel: 405.325.5832
Toll Free: 800.522.0772 ext. 5832 

Fax: 405.325.8781
Web: www.okageweb.org 

Email: okage@ou.edu

OKAGE Staff:
Dr. Gary M. Gress, Coordinator

R. Eugene Earsom, Program Director
Jackie Downlng, Operations Manager

Brooke Barnett, The OKAGE News Editor
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The OKAGE News

Are you a TC with news to report?  Contact the OKAGE 
office at 405.325.5832 or okage@ou.edu with your news 
and updates for inclusion in the Summer 2011 issue.
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In 1926 the first man to hold the title profes-
sor of geography, James Fairgrieve of the 
University of London, said, “The function of 
geography in schools is to train future citi-

zens to imagine accurately the condition of the great 
world stage and so to help them to think sanely about 
political and social problems of the world around.”  My 
suspicion is that, were Dr. Fairgrieve alive today, he 
would enlarge his comment to advocate the search 
for solutions to these political and social problems rath-
er than just equipping students to “think sanely.”

With the March 11 earthquake in Japan, the subse-
quent tsunami, continuing aftershocks, and the appar-
ent nuclear power generator meltdown, many of us 
have focused on the human consequences of living on 
the Pacific Rim’s “ring of fire” about which many social 
studies teachers have been teaching.  These events 
coming so quickly on the heels of the so-called “Arab 
spring,” with upheaval or overthrow of governments 
from Tunisia and Libya to Egypt and Yemen, certainly 
have gotten my attention and convinced me all the 
more of the importance of geography education!

It shouldn’t take a media frenzy, focusing on the loss of 
life in natural disasters, the swift rise in the price of gaso-
line and groceries, or the ongoing wars in Afghanistan 
and Iraq in which U.S. servicemen and women are en-
gaged, for our state and federal legislators and educa-
tional policymakers to grasp how vital and imperative 
the study of geography is! However, this appears to be 
the political reality, so we educators need to redouble 
our efforts as “geo-evangelists!”  In formal settings or 
in casual conversations, we must remind these policy-
makers and their constituents that more than a super-
ficial knowledge of world geography is absolutely es-
sential.

Supposedly, Mark Twain (or Ambrose Bierce or Win-
ston Churchill or Will Rogers…) once said, “War is God’s 
way of teaching Americans geography.” What a sad 
and yet remarkably accurate commentary!  As good 
teachers, you seize the “teachable moments” that cur-
rent events provide you and your students.  Therefore, 
let the challenge to Oklahoma’s geography teachers 
be to take Dr. Fairgrieve’s statement that geography is 
to help future citizens “think sanely about political and 
social problems of the world around” and help our stu-
dents conceive peaceful and pragmatic solutions to 
the planet’s problems.

Director’s Cut

R. Eugene Earsom
OKAGE Program Director



Cover Story
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Oklahoma Geographic Bee 
Showcases Student Excellence 
Do you know the name of the second longest riv-
er in Africa that passes by the city of Kinshasa on 
its way to the Atlantic coast? Soorajnath Boomi-
nathan, an eight grader at Deer Creek Middle 
School became the 2011 Oklahoma Geographic 
Bee state champion with the correct answer of 
“Congo.” 

On Friday, April 1, 2011, one hundred 4th - 8th 
grade contestants met at the University of Cen-
tral Oklahoma to compete in the Oklahoma Geo-
graphic Bee, a program organized by the Nation-
al Geographic Society.

As the state champion, Boominathan received 
a $100 cash prize, a National Geographic globe, 
and an all-expenses-paid trip to the National Geo-
graphic Bee Finals in Washington D.C., this May. At 
the National Geographic Bee, the 55 state and 
territory winners will meet at National Geographic 
headquarters to compete for $25,000, $15,000, 
and $10,000 college scholarships. 

This year’s second place winner was Alexander  
Wagner, an eighth grade student at Centennial 
Middle School in Broken Arrow. Peter Hardt, a fifth 
grade student at Northern Hills Elementary School 
in Edmond took third place honors. The three stu-
dents were introduced to Governor Mary Fallin at 
the State Capitol following the Bee, and were also  
recognized on the House Floor.

Oklahoma Geography Bee Coordinator Brad Bays 
believes the state’s 12-year-old champion has a 
good chance of taking the national champion-
ship. Boominathan didn’t miss a single question 
throughout the competition. 

Each contestant who competed in the Oklahoma 
Geographic Bee won a school-level bee before 
being invited to participate as a semifinalist at the 
Oklahoma Geographic Bee based on their high 
scores on a qualifying test. The contestants com-
peted in a preliminary round of questions explor-
ing current events, physical geography, cultural 
geography, historical and political geography 
and the use of geographic skills, with the top ten 

contestants advancing to the final round of com-
petition. Each competitor in the Oklahoma Geo-
graphic Bee received a National Geographic Bee 
T-shirt, a certificate, and a citation from his/her 
member of the State House of Representatives.

Boominathan acknowledged that he feels some 
weight on his shoulders as he prepares to rep-
resent Oklahoma on the national level. “Yeah, 
there’s a little bit of pressure,” he said, “but, I’m 
nervous. I’ve never been to D.C. before. So, I’m 
excited about that, also.”

Each year, thousands of schools in the United 
States participate in the National Geographic 
Bee, a contest designed to spark student interest 
in and increase public awareness of geography. 
For more information about the National Geo-
graphic Bee, visit nationalgeographic.com.

OKAGE Coordinator Named 
OCSS Teacher of the Year

OKAGE Coordinator 
Dr. Gary Gress was 
recently honored as 
the 2010-11 Oklaho-
ma Council for the 
Social Studies (OCSS) 
Secondary Social 
Studies Teacher of 
the Year. 

Dr. Gress was pre-
sented with the 

award at a Norman High School faculty meeting 
by Jim Murphree, OCSS board member and Nor-
man Public Schools social studies coordinator.

Each year, OCSS recognize exceptional class-
room social studies instruction through an awards 
program for elementary and secondary educa-
tors. The Oklahoma Council for the Social Studies, 
state affiliate of the National Council for the Social 
Studies, promotes social studies education in the 
state of Oklahoma by supporting educators and 
students. For more information, visit okcss.org.

Gary Gress is congratulated by OCSS 
Board Member Jim Murphree, 



Summer 2011 Program Descriptions
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From Google Earth to GPS: GeoTechnologies 
for the Classroom
June 20-24, 2011                    
Google Earth has become a “playground” to investi-
gate places one has never been and to create three-
dimensional models of buildings and other landscape 
features.  This institute will give teachers hands-on op-
portunities with advanced technologies that form the 
foundation of everyday consumer tools.  Participants 
will work with ArcGIS and handheld recreational and 
professional grade GPS units, and will develop class-
room activities and projects using web-based and 
consumer oriented options readily available to any 
school.  The OSU Department of Geography will host 
this institute in Stillwater. Limited to 20 teachers.

See the USA the OKAGE Way: NE Oklahoma
June 5-10, 2011 
This institute provides a specific and fundamental fo-
cus on United States geography within an Oklahoma 
microcosm. Teachers will gain a solid working knowl-
edge of the concept of region from a spatial perspec-
tive, and physical and human geography.  A northeast 
Oklahoma field study will be the focal point, with visits 
planned to the Pioneer Woman Museum in Ponca City, 
the Fort Gibson stockade, the hydroelectric generating 
plant at Grand River Dam, the lead and zinc mining dis-
trict near Picher, the Frank Lloyd Wright-designed Price 
Tower in Bartlesville and more! Limited to 20 teachers.

June 2011 July 2011

Please Note:

Space in each institute is limited and registra-• 
tions will be accepted on a “first come, first 
served” basis.  
Teachers who are accepted will receive a con-• 
firmation email with more details. 
Teachers who are not accepted will be notified • 
promptly. 
For more information or for accommodations on • 
the basis of disability, please call 405.325.5832 
or visit www.okageweb.org.                                                 
      

 

Morphology of the Mother Road: Kicks on 66
July 17-22, 2011 
Although decommissioned by the federal government 
in 1985, Route 66 is steeped in history and nostalgia.  
Participants will gain an understanding of the cultural, 
historical, geographic and economic impact of Route 
66 by traveling remaining sections of the road in Okla-
homa and studying how it shaped the communities 
through which it ran.  Participants will compare land-
scape changes from the 1920s to the present day on 
the “Mother Road.” [2010 Institute participants will be 
wait-listed.] Limited to 20 teachers.

2011 OKAGE Summer Program Descriptions

OKAGE Welcomes New 
Teacher Consultants
OKAGE is pleased to welcome eight new Teacher 
Consultants to the family. By completing the Geo-
BootCamp, held at the University of Oklahoma on 
April 7-9, 2011, these outstanding teachers will re-
turn to their classrooms with a full set of tools to 
help their students become more geographically 
literate and with the skills to help other teachers 
integrate geography into their curriculum.

The new TCs successfully completed a weekend 
retreat designed and led by experienced OKAGE 
TCS Jeanie Sisson (Moore) and Glenda Sullivan 
(Lawton) that provided hands-on instruction on 
the skills and resources needed to become “geo-
ambassadors” around the state. 

The new TCs are Lisa Bebout (Durant); Jana Brown 
(Ft. Supply); Annie Elsberry (Pawhuska); Bob Har-
relson (Mid-Del Schools); Barbara McCrary (Tulsa); 
Kellie Miller (Broken Arrow); Ginny Rohr (Owasso) 
and Joseph Rohr (Tulsa).

These teachers join a vibrant network of educa-
tors around the state who are inspired and excit-
ed about improving geography education and 
geographic literacy in Oklahoma. They can now 
participate in state and national committees, pro-
grams, travel opportunities, and professional de-
velopment programs available only to TCs.

Are you interested in becoming an OK-
AGE TC? Contact the OKAGE office or email  
okage@ou.edu for more information.



Name:       Email:

School District:       Grade Level:

School Name:        Subject Taught:

Gender (Please Circle):   Male  Female

Home Address:

City:       State:    Zip:

Home Phone:         Cell / Alternate Phone:(        ) (        )

Registration Form
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Registration Deadline: Friday, May 13, 2011.
One registration form per person.  (Feel free to photocopy this form.)• 
A $50 deposit per institute is due at the time of application and will be returned in full upon • 
 successful completion of the institute.  
School purchase orders are accepted. Please be sure billing address is clearly indicated.  • 
All materials, meals, and accommodations during each program are provided by OKAGE.• 
ALL written communications, including enrollment confirmation and participant information • 
packets, will be sent via email, so please provide an email address below that you will be 
able to access during the summer months.

Return Completed Form to:
OKAGE

100 East Boyd, SEC Rm 442
Norman, OK  73019-1018

or fax to 405.325.8781.

 Office Use Only:

 Check / PO #:

 Date:

2011 Summer Programs Registration Form

Participant Information:

Select the Institute(s) for Which You Wish to Register:

See the USA the OKAGE Way: NE Oklahoma—June 5 -10, 2011

From Google Earth to GPS: GeoTechnologies for the Classroom—June 20-24, 2011

Morphology of the Mother Road: Kicks on 66 —July 17-22, 2011

Housing Options & T-Shirt Information:

I plan to stay in Norman* during the institute and will need hotel accommodations.
[Please note that you will have a roommate at the hotel unless you have a documentable health problem that would prevent 
sharing accommodations. If necessary, please contact the OKAGE office at 405.325.5832 to discuss alternative arrangements.]

 Requested Roommate (if any): 

I plan to commute during the institute and will not need lodging in Norman.

Please indicate your preferred T-shirt size:

 Small  Medium   Large X-Large XX-Large XXX-Large

*Hotel accommodations for the GeoTechnologies Institute will be in Stillwater. Participants selected for the Route 66 Institute will receive 
housing information prior to the start date.



Lesson Plan

6
Sp

rin
g

 2011

*Please visit the online version of this lesson at www.okageweb.org for additional content and resources.

Walls Around the World
by OKAGE TC Lyndal Caddell (Noble)

PURPOSE:  
This lesson requires students to locate major walls on a map and then ask geographic 
questions about the walls.  It can be expanded into a full unit depending on the amount 
of time available. 

GEOGRAPHIC PURPOSE / THEME: 
Where are major walls located, and why were they built?  Human – Environmental Inter-
action

OBJECTIVE:
The student will

1.     Locate the site of major walls on a world map;
2.     Complete a worksheet with the names of walls, location, and purpose;
3.     Identify examples and reasons for conflict among groups and countries;
4.     Explain the influence of geographic features, both natural and man-made, on societies.

PASS OBJECTIVES:  
World Geography (Grade 7) • 
1.2: Apply the concepts of scale, distance, direction, relative location, latitude and longitude. 
2.2: Identify examples of and reasons for conflict and cooperation among groups, societies, countries, 
and regions. 
2.4: Define, recognize, and locate on appropriate maps and globes basic landforms and bodies of wa-
ter, and major cities, rivers, mountain ranges, regions, biomes, and countries of the world. 
4.4: Recognize and explain the impact of ethnic diversity within countries and major cultural regions. 
6.2: Explain the influence of geographic features on the development of historic events and  
movements. 

MATERIALS:
World Map• 
Walls Worksheet•  (available at okageweb.org)
Robert Frost’s poem “Mending Wall”• 
Research Sources – library, internet, books, magazines• 

PROCEDURE:
Distribute copies of “Mending Wall” for students to read.1. 
Have students brainstorm and list various walls, then locate the walls on a large world map.2. 
Have students work in groups to research the walls.  When was the wall built?  Why was it built?  What 3. 
materials were used?  What is the latitude and longitude?  Have students generate their own list of 
questions.
Students will report their findings to the class and fill in their own Walls Worksheet as they listen to the 4. 
research findings.

ASSESSMENT:
Map quiz – Match selected walls to the correct location on a world map.• 
Essay – Write an essay with generalizations on why groups and societies build walls, with examples.• 

EXTENSION AND ENRICHMENT:
Have students look for pictures of walls, fences, and barriers. Then make a poster, collage, or Power • 
Point presentation.  Photos can include natural barriers (deserts, mountains, oceans),  political borders, 
and social and ethnic barriers (including language, religion, and customs).
To give the lesson a stronger emphasis on human-environmental interaction, have students identify how • 
the materials used are related to the environment, e.g., barbed wire in grasslands, stone fences in New 
England, and wooden rail fences in areas with trees.

GRADE LEVEL:
6-7

Connections: 
World History, 
Sociology, and 
Anthropology.



 News & Notes
Meet the TC:
Lyndal Caddell, Noble
How long have you been involved with OKAGE 
and why did you decide to become involved?
When OKAGE first started, I would attend the  
annual fall conference each year. I became a TC 
about thirteen years ago. 

I became involved because I was impressed with 
the materials and teaching strategies offered in 
OKAGE workshops.

How has OKAGE benefited you as a teacher?
By attending week-long workshops in the summer 
and the one-day workshops during the school 
year, I have received a plethora of lesson plans 
and materials that enrich my classroom.

What do you like most about geography?
Geography includes everything—music, art, 
sports, politics, current events, etc. It is easy for stu-
dents to see the relevance. 

What is your most interesting OKAGE experience? 
While each summer workshop has been great, I 

especially enjoyed the 2001 
trip to Vancouver, Seattle, 
Mt. St. Helens, the Washing-
ton coast, and Vancouver 
Island.

Where is the most geo-
graphically interesting 
place you have been?
Culturally, I enjoyed Berlin 
the most. I have learned 
more physical geography in 
summer OKAGE workshops 
traveling from Beavers Bend 
to the Black Mesa.

Why would you encourage another teacher to 
become an OKAGE TC?
In addition to lessons and materials, teachers will 
benefit from being part of a network of teachers 
and professors who share ideas and friendships. 
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Lyndal Caddell teaches seventh grade geography and eighth 
grade U.S. history at Curtis Inge Middle School in Noble.  His 
professional memberships include NCGE, OKCHE, NCSS, NEA, 
OEA, and NACT.  

During spring break 2011, Lyndal and his wife Susan visited 
their daughter Melissa, who is on a Fulbright as an English 
teacher assistant in Rövershagen, Germany.

Amburn Honored as 2011 
Friend of Geography

Veteran OKAGE TC 
William E. Amburn 
was honored as a 
recipient of the 2011 
James M. Goodman 
Friend of Geogra-
phy Award.  Named 
in memory of the 
Alliance’s founder, 
former chair of the 
University of Oklaho-
ma Department of 

Geography and Geographer-in-Residence at the 
National Geographic Society, the annual award 
honors an individual whose efforts have ad-
vanced the study and knowledge of geography 
in the state of Oklahoma. Amburn was presented 
the award by OKAGE Coordinator Gary Gress at 
the Alliance’s Spring Conference held in Tulsa on 
March 26.

Gary Gress presents the Friend of 
Geography Award to Bill Amburn.

“Bill is a prime example of those who are not con-
tent with being ‘just a classroom teacher,’ as he 
became one of OKAGE’s earliest TCs in 1989,” OK-
AGE Coordinator Gary Gress explained. “His im-
pact on geography education has been national 
with his writings published in Social Education and 
his chairing of the NCSS Fund for the Advance-
ment of Social Studies Education.  Bill also served 
as state coordinator for the National Geographic 
Bee in Oklahoma for the first 20 years of its exis-
tence.”

The award recognizes a person whose vision, ef-
forts, talents, and perseverance have kept the 
focus on the importance of preparing young peo-
ple to be informed, contributing and participating 
citizens of a culturally diverse and globally inter-
connected world. 

Former James M. Goodman Friend of Geography 
award recipients include former state Senators 
Penny Williams and Cal Hobson, Dr. Ed Pugh, Ms. 
Lou Kerr, State Superintendent Sandy Garrett and 
former OKAGE Coordinator Lee Williams.

Lyndal Caddell & wife  
Susan with OU international 
students that they hosts as 
part of the Friends of Inter-
national Students program. 
Photo  courtesy of Lyndal 
Caddell.
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Upcoming Events
June 5 - 10, 2011
See the USA the OKAGE Way: NE Oklahoma

June 20-24, 2011
From Google Earth to GPS: GeoTechnologies 
for the Classroom, Stillwater.

July 17-22, 2011
Morphology of the Mother Road: Kicks on 66

September 21, 2011
World Geography Academy, Session I
Oklahoma Center for Continuing Education 
(OCCE), Norman

October 19, 2011 
World Geography Academy, Session II
OCCE, Norman

November 16, 2011
World Geography Academy, Session III
OCCE, Norman

NCGE Annual Conference
The 2011 National Council for Geographic Educa-
tion Annual Conference is scheduled for August 
1-7, 2011 in Portland, Oregon. This year’s theme is 
“Going Green for Geography.”

Field trips to the Mt. St. Helens volcano, Willamette 
Valley wineries, and the Oregon North Pacific 
Coast are available, as well as walking tours of 
“Green” Portland and the Columbia River Gorge. 
Registration between May 15-July 1 is $320 for 
members and $395 for nonmembers.  

“Since most Oklahoma teachers will not report 
for duty until the following week, the 2011 NCGE 
conference is an ideal opportunity for teachers to 
go to a national conference without missing any 
teaching days,” explains OKAGE Program Direc-
tor Eugene Earsom.

Conference registration includes access to all ses-
sions and workshops, a ticket to the opening con-
ference reception, dinner celebration and annual 
awards reception. NCGE attendees also have ac-
cess to a wide variety of field trips, access to daily 
keynote speaker sessions, discounted hotel rates 
and more. For more information, visit www.ncge.
org.


