
Paying Tribute to a Geo-Friend 
At the OKAGE Spring Conference in March, a 
dedicated supporter and former  Coordinator 

was presented with 
the the 2010 James 
M. Goodman Friend 
of Geography 
award for his ongo-
ing contributions. 
Summary on p. 4.

Do You Know Why Teaching 
Geography is Fundamental?

Limited Space Remaining for Summer!
Do you have big summer plans?  If improving your 
geography teaching skills is on the agenda, be 
sure to check out the 
six awesome summer 
programs that OKAGE 
is offering. Space is 
limited, so register to-
day! Registration form 
on p. 5

The OKAGE News

While in Washington DC for the annual National 
Geographic Society Alliance Network meeting, 
OKAGE coordinator Gary Gress (left) and Program 
Director Eugene Earsom (right) thanked Represen-
tative Tom Cole (R-OK) for being the first member 
of Oklahoma’s congressional delegation to co-
sponsor the Teaching Geography Is Fundamental 
(TGIF) legislation. Photo courtesy of OKAGE.

1
Sp

rin
g

  2010

While in Washington DC for the annual National 
Geographic Society Alliance Network meeting, 
OKAGE coordinator Gary Gress (left) and Program 
Director Eugene Earsom (right) thanked Represen-
tative Tom Cole (R-OK) for being the first member 
of Oklahoma’s congressional delegation to co-
sponsor the Teaching Geography Is Fundamental 
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Eugene Earsom (left) and Gary Gress (right) meet 
with Representative Dan Boren (D-OK) who signed 

on to co-sponsor TGIF on February 26, 2010. Gary 
and Eugene also visited staff members in the offices 

of Representatives Mary Fallin and John Sullivan, and 
Senator Jim Inhofe to urge their support for TGIF. For 

more information about TGIF, please see p. 3. 
 Photo courtesy of OKAGE.
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The OKAGE News is a quarterly publication of the Oklahoma 
Alliance for Geographic Eduction (OKAGE). 

OKAGE is a professional organization for geography and so-
cial studies educators in Oklahoma. OKAGE is affiliated with 
the National Geographic Society and its national network of 
state geographic alliances, the Oklahoma State Department 
of Education and other national geography organizations. 
OKAGE provides a year round schedule of professional devel-
opment institutes for in-service and pre-service teachers of all 
grade levels and subjects, including summer workshops and 
field studies that provide experiential learning opportunities.  

Submissions are welcome at any time by email, fax or postal 
mail.  

OKAGE
University of Oklahoma
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Norman, OK  73019-1018

Tel: 405.325.5832
Toll Free: 800.522.0772 ext. 5832 

Fax: 405.325.8781
Web: www.okageweb.org 

Email: okage@ou.edu

OKAGE Staff:
Dr.. Gary M. Gress, Coordinator
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Brooke Barnett, Communications & Development Specialist
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Coordinator’s Corner

The OKAGE News

Spring -  a time of year I enjoy with 
longer days, warmer weather, 
greener landscapes and thoughts 
of summer.  It’s also a time when 
OKAGE assesses past activities 
and buckles up for upcoming 
summer programming.

This past February, eight new Teacher Consultants 
(TCs) graduated from our GeoBoot Camp. Con-
gratulations to Sandy Bahan (Norman), Lynn Tilley 
(Comanche), Julie Guild (Midwest City), Teresa 
Potter (Moore), Tiffany Neill (Vinita), Pam Ander-
son (Chandler), Marilyn Pineda (Comanche) and 
Tricia Strouhl (Moore). Our TCs are the foundation 
of what we do, and we are thrilled to welcome 
these outstanding new members. If you’d like to 
attend our next GeoBoot Camp, contact the of-
fice for more information.  

This past March, our annual lobbying visits to the 
Oklahoma State Capitol were quite a success.  A 
big thanks to Denise Rhodes (Miami), LeeAnn Har-
relson (Prague), Heather Braucher (Claremore)
and Glenda Sullivan (Lawton) for stepping up for 
this important task.  These four TCs joined Eugene 
and I for two days of visiting the offices of every 
state legislator.  Our elected officials are updated 
annually about our programs and the huge im-
pact we have in classrooms across our state. 

Wow, what a terrific OKAGE Spring Conference 
this year in Sulphur at the Chickasaw National 
Recreation Area! Three exciting field excursions 
led by Park Service personnel and a wrap-up lun-
cheon at the Arbuckle Historical Society Museum 
provided a most memorable conference. See p. 4 
for an article about the 2010 James M. Goodman 
Friend of Geography award recipient - many of 
you will recognize a familiar face.

 It’s already been an exciting spring and we antic-
ipate an even more exciting summer.  It’s a great 
time to get reinvigorated and rejuvenated with our 
fantastic lineup of workshops and institutes.  They 
are rapidly filling up, so sign up today!  You will find 
a registration form at www.okageweb.org.

As you finish this school year and look forward to 
summer, let us know your ideas and thoughts. You 
are all valued family members!         

Are you a TC with news to report?  Contact the OKAGE 
office at 405.325.5832 or okage@ou.edu with your news 
and updates for inclusion in the Summer 2010 issue.Dr. Gary Gress

OKAGE Coordinator



Why Teaching Geography is Fundamental!
 

Cover Story

Our nation is facing a crisis in geographic litera-
cy. American young adults rank at the bottom in 
geographic literacy surveys of some of the world’s 
most developed countries (National Geographicl-
Roper Global Geographic Literacy Survey, 2002). 

Sixty-three percent of young Americans cannot 
locate Iraq on a map of the Middle East. Half can-
not find the state of New York on a map of the U.S. 
(National Geographic Roper Global Geographic 
Literacy Survey, 2006). Geography is the only one 
of the nine core subjects under 
No Child Left Behind (NCLB) not 
to have received designated 
federal funding since NCLB went 
into effect in 2002.

As a result, we are jeopardizing 
our global competitiveness, our 
position of diplomatic leader-
ship, and our ability to fill and re-
tain over 70,000 new skilled jobs 
in geospatial technologies each 
year.

There is a solution - professional 
development in geography edu-
cation works. Students of teachers with profession-
al development in geography education have 
achieved significantly higher scores on relevant 
portions of the National Assessment of Education-
al Progress (NAEP) test (Mid-continent Research 
for Education and Learning, 2002). 

The Teaching Geography Is Fundamental (TGIF) 
legislation is the first critical step. TGIF will fund 
professional development to help ensure that all 
young people acquire the vital geography skills 
and experience they need by:

• Building on the state-by-state, university-host-
ed Geography Alliance program established 
by the National Geographic Society to ex-
pand support for geography education part-
nerships.

• Authorizing $15 million annually for five years 
for geography education grants to support the 
improvement of geography teaching, training, 
and research in our nation’s schools.
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• Designating 75% percent of that funding to 
support innovative geography education pro-
grams operated by state and local education 
agencies and nonprofit educational organiza-
tions across the nation.

• Making the remaining 25% available to support 
national nonprofit efforts to strengthen geog-
raphy education and geographic literacy on 
a nationwide basis.

While Geography is rec-
ognized as a “core aca-
demic subject” in federal 
education legislation, 
there is no dedicated 
federal funding stream to 
advance the discipline 
as there is for  subjects 
such as, history, civics, 
economics, foreign lan-
guages and the arts. 

National Geographic 
and a coalition of ge-
ography education or-
ganizations are support-
ing TGIF to improve the 

teaching of geography at the K-12 level.  TGIF will 
build upon the programs already funded by the 
National Geographic Education Foundation and 
implemented by a nationwide network of state 
geography alliances, including OKAGE.

The TGIF legislation was re-introduced in the 111th  
Congress and now has over 100 co-sponsors in 
the House and 24 in the Senate. Only two of Okla-
homa’s seven member congressional delegation 
are TGIF co-sponsors:  2nd District Congressman 
Dan Boren and 4th District Congressman Tom Cole.  
We need Congress to take action THIS session, and 
you can help.  Contact your members of Con-
gress, and voice your support for TGIF.  To contact 
your member of U.S. House, visit https://writerep.
house.gov/writerep/welcome.shtml To contact 
Senators Tom Coburn and Jim Inhofe, visit http://
www.senate.gov/  and click “Find Your Senators” 
in the upper right corner. For more information on 
TGIF, visit www.nationalgeographic.com/founda-
tion/policy_initiative.html.

Courtesy of the National Geographic Society

“Geography is about more than 
place names and locations.  

 In a world increasingly defined 
by a global economy, cultural 

migration, and mounting  
environmental challenges,  
geography is an essential  

prerequisite to citizenship and 
success in the future.” 

 - National Geographic Society



News & Notes
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Nearly fifty Oklahoma teachers participated in a 
day-long examination of contemporary econom-
ic geography at the “Why Is Everything ‘Made in 
China’?” institute, co-sponsored by OKAGE, the 
Oklahoma Council on Economic Education, the 

Oklahoma Institute for 
Teaching East Asia, the 
National Committee on 
US-China Relations, and 
the Institute for U.S.-Chi-
na Issues at the University 
of Oklahoma.  Beginning 
with a teleconference 

with Dr. Daniel Rosen at Columbia University’s 
School of International and Public Affairs, the insti-
tute gave teachers a unique opportunity to learn 
more about the economic relationships between 
China and the United States and their implications 
for global competition and partnerships.

OKAGE TCs Bill Amburn (Bartlesville), Janet Hall 
(City) and Susan Smith (Lawton) provided lesson 
plans and multimedia presentations that made 
the frequently complex facts much more acces-
sible to students in elementary, middle and high 
schools.  OU’s Dr. Mark Frazier, professor of Chinese 
politics, led the teachers in an engaging discus-
sion of America’s growing trade with China and 
its consequences for jobs, energy development, 
conservation, and the environment.

On their post-institute evaluations, one participant 
wrote, “I most valued Dr. Rosen’s bringing complex 
economic issues down to my level with concrete 
examples I can use with my students.”  Another 
wrote, “I love the combining of different areas:  
history, economics, geography and science.  This 
workshop really spoke to the mathematical side 
of my brain!”

Visit the OKAGE web page at www.okageweb.
org to gain access to the PowerPoint presenta-
tions and lesson plans presented at the “Made In 
China” institute.

“Why is Everything Made in 
China” a Success!
by OKAGE Program Director Eugene Earsom

A familiar face was recently presented with the 
2010 James M. Goodman Friend of Geography 
Award.  Dr. T.H. Lee Williams, Dean of the Graduate 
College at the University of Oklahoma and former 
OKAGE Coordinator, received this special award 
at the OKAGE Spring Conference in Sulphur.

“Lee has been a dedicated supporter of geo-
graphic education in Oklahoma for more than 
twenty years,” said Dr. Gary M. Gress, OKAGE Co-
ordinator. “By directly inspiring teachers during his 
tenure as OKAGE’s coordinator, to his tireless lob-
bying to keep geography in our state’s curriculum, 
to his hands-on work with students of all ages, Lee 
has been a driving force behind the resurgence of 
geographic literacy in our state.  We are pleased 
and honored to present him with this award.” 

Named in memory of OK-
AGE’s founder, former chair 
of the University of Oklaho-
ma Department of Geog-
raphy and Geographer-in-
Residence at the National 
Geographic Society, the 
annual award honors an 
individual whose efforts 
have advanced the study 
and knowledge of geogra-
phy in the state of
Oklahoma.

Williams said it is “an incred-
ible honor” to receive this 
award named for Goodman, a man he says was 
passionate about Geography and passionate 
about students, and a very dear friend.  “OKAGE 
is the product of his vision and determination,” 
Williams adds. “I’m honored to be selected, espe-
cially given the record of the previous awardees 
that have done so much for Geography educa-
tion in Oklahoma.”  

Williams has been heavily involved in K-12 educa-
tion programs in the geosciences and geography 
that involved teachers and students (cont, p. 8)

Lee Williams Receives “Friend 
of Geography” Award

Lee and Naïla Wil-
liams at the 2010  
OKAGE Spring Confer-
ence. Photo courtesy of 
OKAGE.



 Summer Program Registration Form
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Registration Deadline: Friday, April 30, 2010
• A $50 deposit per institute is due at the time of application and will be returned in full upon 

 successful completion of the institute.  
• School purchase orders are accepted. Please be sure billing address is clearly indicated.  
• All materials, meals, and accommodations during each program are provided by OKAGE.
• ALL written communications, including enrollment confirmation and participant information 

packets, will be sent via email, so please provide an email address below that you will be 
able to access during the summer months. 

Return Completed Form to:
OKAGE

100 East Boyd, SEC Rm 442
Norman, OK  73019-1018

or fax to 405.325.8781.

 Office Use Only:
 Check / PO #:
 Date:

Name:       Email:

School District:       Grade Level:

School Name:        Subject Taught:

Gender (Please Circle):   Male  Female

Home Address:

City:       State:    Zip:

Home Phone:         Cell / Alternate Phone:(        ) (        )

2010 Summer Programs Registration Form

Participant Information:

Select the Institute(s) for Which You Wish to Register:

Housing Options & T-Shirt Information:

Web-Based GIS: “Happy Eating” to “America’s Drive In”- June 8 -10, 2010
See the USA the OKAGE Way: SE Oklahoma - June 13 - 17, 2010
GeoBasics / GeoTech Institute - June 20 - 26, 2010
Teddy Roosevelt’s Dream: National Park Service Footprints in Oklahoma - June 27 - July 1, 2010
Windshop:  Renewable & Sustainable Energy Resources  - July 12 - 16, 2010
Get Your Kicks on Route 66:  Okie Migrations - July 18 - 23, 2010

I plan to stay in Norman* during the institute and will need hotel accommodations.
[Please note that you will have a roommate at the hotel unless you have a documentable health problem that would prevent 
sharing accommodations. If necessary, please contact the OKAGE office at 405.325.5832 to discuss alternative arrangements.]

 Requested Roommate (if any): 

I plan to commute during the institute and will not need lodging in Norman.

Please indicate your preferred T-shirt size:

 Small  Medium   Large X-Large XX-Large XXX-Large

*Hotel accommodations for the National Park Service Footprints Institute and the Okie MIgrations Institute will be provided in other towns 
during the field expedition.  Participants selected for those Institutes  will receive housing information prior to the start date.

Spend the summer with OKAGE and experience the best in geography education 
professional development - all at no cost to you. Complete institute descriptions 

available at www.okageweb.org.  Limited space remaining - return your form today!



Panama Canal Journey
by OKAGE TC Glenda Sullivan (Lawton)

PURPOSE: Students will learn the history of the Panama Canal and its geographic importance  
to the maritime and shipping industry.

NATIONAL GEOGRAPHY STANDARDS:
• Standard 13:

• Standard 14:

PASS OBJECTIVES:  
• World Studies, Grade 6: Standard 1.2.
• World Geography, Grade 7: Standards 2.2, 5.2, and 6.1
• World Geography, High School: Standards 5.1, and 5.2

MATERIALS:
• Accompanying PowerPoint presentation and Teacher Notes* • Student Handout* • Pencil and unlined paper 
• Colored pencils or magic markers (*available at okageweb.org)

PROCEDURE:
1. Use an atlas or world map to locate Panama.  Ask students to give the absolute loca-
tion of Colon and Panama City by giving the latitude/longitude coordinates.
2. Ask students what they know about the Panama Canal.  Write their answers on the 
board.
3. Guide the class in a discussion on the history of the building of the Panama Canal.  
Points to emphasize include: (a) Panama was chosen for the location of the canal
because it is the narrowest strip of land [an isthmus] between the Atlantic and Pacific 
Oceans. (b) A French company headed by Ferdinand de Lesseps, the builder of the 
Suez Canal, tried to build a sea level canal across Panama from 1880-1889 but failed. (c) 
The U.S., under President Theodore Roosevelt, helped Panama achieve independence 
from Colombia.  In exchange for U.S. help, Panama gave the U.S. control of the Panama 
Canal Zone and authorization to build the Panama Canal. (d) The United States paid 
the French Canal Company $40 million for its rights and properties. (e) It took the U.S. 
ten years to build the canal—from 1904-1914 at a cost of $387 million. (f) Many problems 
were encountered in building the canal:  landslides, blistering heat, flooding, tropical 
diseases, and poor equipment. (g) The canal and surrounding 10-mile-wide strip of land 
called the Canal Zone was administered by the U.S. until December 31, 1999.  A treaty 
was signed by President Carter in 1977 relinquishing control to Panama at the end of 1999 that stipulated that 
the U.S. and Panama would cooperate to assure the uninterrupted operation of the Canal.  (h) In 1997, Panama 
gave a Chinese company a 25 year contract to run the canal’s terminal.  President Bill Clinton conceded Chi-
nese control of the canal to accompany the December 31,1999, surrender of American dominance and control.  
His confidence that Chinese control would pose no direct threat to the United States was based on his anticipa-
tion that the Chinese government would demonstrate good intentions.  (For additional history, please see the 
online version of this lesson at www.okageweb.org)
4. Show PowerPoint presentation and encourage discussion.
5. Give each student the Panama Canal Journey exercise.  As students watch the PowerPoint slides, they will 
complete the exercise. 
6. Activity:  Instruct the students to design an advertising brochure on the Panama Canal to send to shipping com-
panies and cruise ships around the world.  Each student will make a class presentation of his or her brochure. 

ASSESSMENT:
• Panama Canal brochures • Depth of Knowledge (DOK) questions, available at okageweb.org.

EXTENSION & ENRICHMENT:
Have students write an acrostic on the Panama Canal emphasizing the conflict and cooperation involved in 
building and operating the canal, include human modifications and adaptations to the natural environment.

*For complete listing of PASS objectives and accompanying handouts, please visit online version of this lesson 
at http://www.okageweb.org.

 GRADE LEVEL:
 6-12

Lesson Plan

The geographically informed person knows and understands how 
the forces of cooperation and conflict among people influence the 
division and control of Earth’s surface.

The geographically informed person knows and understands how 
human actions modify the physical environment.  
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Time Frame: 
2 Class Periods

Connections:
History
Economics

Student Handout.



 News & Notes
Meet the TC:
Glenda Sullivan, Lawton
How long have you been involved with OKAGE 
and why did you decide to become involved?
This summer will be my 20th  anniversary as an OK-
AGE TC.  My motivation to become a TC was that 
in 1990, students possessed very little geographic 
knowledge.  Geography was not taught as a sub-
ject in our schools, and I wanted to be involved in 
the movement to reinstate geography in our pub-
lic school curriculum.

How has OKAGE benefited you as a teacher?
Teaching geography the “OKAGE way” has en-
riched my geographic knowledge and experi-
ence tremendously.  As a result, I feel that I have 
been able to inspire a love of geography in my 
students while making the subject come alive and 
interesting for them.  The highlight for me is when 
a student walks into my classroom with a big smile 
and asks, “Where are we going today?”

What do you like most about geography?
I love to learn about the cultural and physical  
aspects of our world.  The more I learn, the more I 
want to visit and actually experience these plac-
es.

Describe Your Most Interesting OKAGE experi-
ence:
In 1997, two other OKAGE TCs and I were chosen 
to participate in National Geographic Society’s 
Marco Polo program.  We each selected a student 
and embarked on an amazing three week trip on 
a naval oceanographic research ship to Portugal, 
Morocco and across the Mediterranean Sea to 
Greece.  In addition to experiencing the cultural 
and physical aspects of the three countries, we 
were actively involved in conducting oceano-
graphic experiments in the Mediterranean.

Where is the most geographically interesting place 
you have been?
It is extremely hard for me to narrow my choice 
down to one place, but the geographic diversity 
and beauty of Tierra del Fuego as I sailed through 
the Strait of Magellan and around Cape Horn on 
my journey to the Falkland Islands has to be at the 
top of my list.

Why would you 
encourage an-
other teacher to 
become an OK-
AGE TC?
OKAGE offers 
a multitude of 
wonderful geo-
graphic oppor-
tunities including 
workshops, con-
ferences, materi-
als, lesson plans and travel. Other OKAGE benefits 
are the camaraderie and networking with profes-
sionals who have a passion for the teaching and 
advancement of geography.

Glenda Sullivan is co-director for two OKAGE summer insti-
tutes, GeoBasics/GeoTech and See the USA.  She serves as 
co-director of the Geo Boot Camp for training new teacher 
consultants.  In 1995, Glenda was awarded the Oklahoma 
Foundation for Excellence in Teaching at the Secondary 
Level.  She was Lawton Public Schools Teacher of the Year 
in 1995-96. Glenda also serves on the OKAGE Steering Com-
mittee and is Oklahoma’s Geography Awareness Week Co-
ordinator.
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Glenda Sullivan in front of Waimea 
Canyon (the Grand Canyon of the 
Pacific) in Kauai, Hawaii.

Student Handout.

Oklahoma’s National Geographic 
Bee State Winners
Competing against 100 other 4th-8th  grade final-
ists for the title of Oklahoma’s Geographic Bee 
champion, Nicholas Payne took first place  in the 
Oklahoma Geographic Bee. Payne, an eighth 
grade student at Pioneer-Pleasant Vale Junior 
High in Garfield County, will represent Oklahoma 
and compete next against 53 other state and ter-
ritorial champions at the National Geographic 
Bee in Washington DC on May 25-26. 

Second place went to John Slay, a seventh grade 
student at Christ the King Catholic School in Okla-
homa City, while Andrew Richardson, a seventh 
grader at Byrd Middle School in Tulsa, finished third.  
All three winners received cash prizes, National 
Geographic atlases and magazine subscriptions.  

The national finals will be televised with the 2010 
champion receiving a $25,000 college scholar-
ship, a trip to the Galapagos Islands, and a lifetime 
membership in the National Geographic Society. 
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Upcoming Events
June 8 - 10, 2010
Web-Based GIS: “Happy Eating” to “America’s Drive In”

June 13 - 17, 2010
See the USA the OKAGE Way: SE Oklahoma

June 20 - 26, 2010
GeoBasics/ GeoTech: Geography Content & 
Technology in the Social Studies Classroom

June 27 - July 1, 2010
Teddy Roosevelt’s Dream: National Park Service 
Footprints in Oklahoma

July 12 - 16, 2010
Windshop: Renewable & Sustainable Energy Resources

July 18 - 23, 2010.
Get Your Kicks on Route 66: Okie Migrations

September 22, October 20, & November 20, 2010* 
World Geography Academy, Norman

December 1, 2010* 
Geography Teacher Training Institute (Norman)

December 8, 2010* 
Geography Teacher Training Institute (Tulsa)

 

Name the Newsletter Contest
Do we want to do a contest to name the newslet-
ter???  Offer a prize????

Friend of Geography Award

across the state, and served as the Coordinator 
for the Oklahoma Alliance for Geographic Edu-
cation, supported by the National Geographic 
Society, for 6 years.  He now focuses his attention 
as Dean of the Graduate College, working to rec-
ognize and advance the quality and status of the 
6,000 graduate students pursuing over 170 degree 
and graduate certificate programs. 

The award recognizes a person whose vision, ef-
forts, talents, and perseverance have kept the fo-
cus on the importance of preparing young people 
to be informed, contributing and participating cit-
izens of a culturally diverse and globally intercon-
nected world. Former James M. Goodman Friend 
of Geography award recipients include former 
state Senators Penny Williams and Cal Hobson, Dr. 
Ed Pugh, Ms. Lou Kerr and State Superintendent 
Sandy Garrett. 

OKAGE extends our heartfelt appreciation to Lee 
for his unwavering support and dedication.

continued from p. 4

*fall program dates subject to change


