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Why is the population living in poverty?

worldbank.org

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Analysts have found a strong positive relationship between economic growth and poverty reduction. For example, East Asia (including China), which contains the world’s fastest-growing economies, reduced the share of its population living below the international poverty line from about 29 percent in 1990 to about 15 percent in 2000. In China alone, nearly 150 million people were lifted out of poverty. But in Sub-Saharan Africa, where negative growth of GNP per capita predominated during that period, both the incidence of poverty and the absolute number of poor people increased--from 47 percent to 49 percent and by 74 million. In relative terms, the fastest growth of poverty took place in the region of Eastern Europe and Central Asia that lived through the acute economic recession associated with market-oriented reforms. Between 1987 and 1998, the incidence of poverty in this region increased from 0.2 percent to 5.1 percent and the number of poor people from about 1 million to 24 million. 



People Often DO NOT Benefit 

fuelinjectedmoose.blogspot.com

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Revenues from mining activities should be invested in other forms of sustainable capital like in human, social, physical and economic that can log after the closure of the mines.  Many of these areas that are rich in minerals are also extremely poor.  Fluctuating prices of mining products and the lack of transparency in management, do not allow a fair and efficient distribution of profits for the benefit of the local people.  The operating agreements between companies and the government of the countries concerned are often not favorable to the country.  Mining, like any industry in which large amounts of money are at stake, is also prey to corrupt practices at the expense of the people.



Lack of Safety

kufarooq3.blogspot.com

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The lack of control and supervision, especially in small-scale mining, the lack of clothing and protective equipment available to miners, the fact that the company will not assume responsibility for the welfare workers are among the leading causes of accidents in the workplace.  Many accidents are not reported.  Miners may even die without anyone knowing, except for their close colleagues and family.  



Child Labor Risk 

businessinsider.com

Presenter
Presentation Notes
About 1 million children work in mines according to statistics from the International Labor Organization (ILO) and that number is increasing.  The work is dangerous both physically and psychologically.  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JfxpeHV-fXg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JfxpeHV-fXg


Rivalry and Internal Strife
dailymail.co.uk

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Researchers found a strong correlation between the onset of armed conflict and the dependence of a country to one or two natural resources easily exploited such as diamonds, gold or oil.  Given the money involved, armed factions and smugglers can often buy the silence of the political authorities, customs officers and border guards.



Environmental Impact-Pollution

coastalcare.org

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Radioactive substances emanating from uranium mines have such devastating effects on the environment.  Industrial waste discharged into water sources are among the leading causes of poisoning and disease, as well as an economic problem.  



Deforestation and Environmental Degradation

worldagroforestrycentre.org

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Implications on economy, particularly agriculture, which is often the main economic activity.  



Health Issues

http://censorbugbear-reports.blogspot.com/2008/10/sa-uranium-mine-closed-over-threats-to.html

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Human exposure to radiation when uranium compounds are ingested or inhaled.  Workers in the vicinity of uranium storage facilities are also exposed to low levels from uranium decay products.  Increased probability of the person to develop cancer.  Cancer induced by radiation is generally indistinguishable.



“We can either have democracy in this country or 
we can have great wealth concentrated in the 
hands of a few, but we can’t have both.” ~Louis Brandeis

oxfamblogs.org

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In South Africa there has been much soul searching over what has been achieved in the twenty years since the first democratic election.  Millions of houses have been built; millions of South Africans benefit from a strong system of social grants; millions more from better access to services.  Poverty levels have reduced.  Yet there is still a feeling of an opportunity lost and much more that could have been achieved given the available resources.  South Africa is now more unequal than at the end of Apartheid, with a handful of billionaires holding the majority of the country’s wealth, whilst 7 million still live on less than $1 a day.
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