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Refugee Resettlement in Oklahoma

Grade Level: 7th Grade

Purpose/Overview:
Students will analyze and interpret geographic data, engage in critical thinking, and develop a deeper understanding of the social, economic, and environmental aspects of refugee resettlement in Oklahoma.

National Geography Standards from Geography for Life
Geographic Elements & Standards:
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/standards/national-geography-standards/
3. How to analyze the spatial organization of people, places, and environments on Earth’s surface.
9. The characteristics, distribution, and migration of human populations on Earth’s surface.
12. The processes, patterns, and functions of human settlement.
13. How the forces of cooperation and conflict among people influence the division and control of Earth's surface.
18. How to apply geography to interpret the present and plan for the future.

Oklahoma Academic Standards for the Social Studies:
https://sde.ok.gov/sites/default/files/documents/files/Oklahoma%20Academic%20Standards%20for%20Social%20Studies%208.26.19.pdf
7.3.3 Evaluate the impact of a region's major religions, including geographic hearths, major beliefs, customs, and the significance of religion in contemporary societies; explain how religion can both unify or divide people.
7.3.4 Evaluate and summarize the impact of geography on population distribution, density, growth, change, settlement patterns, the availability of resources, and migration, including push and pull factors.
7.3.5 Describe reasons for and analyze from multiple perspectives the challenges and benefits of migration on indigenous and immigrant populations.
7.4.1 Analyze the impact of climate events, weather patterns, and natural disasters on human populations and the environment, resulting in forced migrations, scarcity of consumer goods, economic activities, and loss of life.
7.5.6 Analyze reasons for conflict and cooperation among groups, societies, and countries, including the creation and involvement of supranational organizations.
7.5.7 Describe how political, economic, and cultural forces challenge contemporary political arrangements leading to the devolution of states (civil wars, terrorism, genocide, and ethnic separatism).
Oklahoma Academic Standards for English Language Arts:
https://sde.ok.gov/sites/default/files/documents/files/2021%20Oklahoma%20Academic%20Standards%20for%20English%20Language%20Arts.pdf
7.1.L.1 Students will actively listen using agreed-upon discussion rules, recognizing verbal and nonverbal cues while maintaining social awareness and responding accordingly.
7.1.S.2 Students will engage in collaborative discussions about what they are reading and writing, expressing their own ideas clearly while building on the ideas of others in pairs, diverse groups, and whole-class settings.
7.1.S.3 Students will give formal and informal presentations in a group or individually, providing evidence to support a main idea while determining the purpose, content, and form to suit the audience.
7.2.R.3 Students will paraphrase a short passage in their own words to demonstrate comprehension.
7.2.W.[1-5] Students will engage in a recursive process that may include prewriting, drafting, revising, editing, and publishing.

Geographic Themes:
Location: Oklahoma
Place: The physical and human characteristics that have shaped settlement patterns in Oklahoma
Movement: Why people move from one place to another
Human-Environment Interaction: How the environment impacts human settlement patterns and vice versa
Region: How migration patterns influence regional cultural characteristics

Objectives:
1. What key topic/issue(s) is/are associated with this lesson/unit?
Students will understand the impact of religion, economics, politics, and culture on migration and settlement patterns. 
2. What should students know after this lesson/unit?
They will be able to explain what drives migration and the effect that refugees and their environments have on each other.
3. How will students apply this lesson/unit content?
They will demonstrate their understanding of this content by producing a step-by-step plan to address shortcomings in current steps being taken in their town or the state.

Materials
· Copies of handouts for each student from the Refugee Resettlement in Oklahoma Resources document (digital or printed)
· Optional: devices with internet access
Time Frame:  Three or four 45-minute class periods

Procedures
1. The teacher will introduce refugee resettlement by reading the “Afghan Refugee Resettlement Narrative” and “Short Narrative of the History of Refugee Resettlement in Oklahoma” passages in the Refugee Resettlement in Oklahoma Resources document and explaining migration and resettlement as they relate to  current events.
2. Students will read at least three additional documents provided in the Refugee Resettlement in Oklahoma Resources document and write a summary/reflection. Consider asking students the following questions.
· What is a refugee?
· Why are refugees from Afghanistan settling in Oklahoma and how might these reasons compare with why other refugee populations have settled here in the past?
· List three to five things you learned from these resources.
· List one question you have about the information presented in this resource.
3. In groups, students will be assigned one factor that impacts migration (e.g., religion, climate, politics, ethnicity, economy, etc.) They will work together to find examples from the documents about how this factor impacts migration and explain the effects this factor has on resettlement. Optional: If students have devices with internet access, they can research their topic online and find additional resources. The teacher may ask students to comment on the credibility of the sources they have found.
4. Each group will explain to the other groups what they learned about their factor and its impacts.
5. Using their new knowledge about migration factors, groups will work together to develop a step-by-step plan to improve refugee resettlement efforts either in their town/city or in Oklahoma as a state. This plan should explain efforts currently being made and an explanation of any proposed changes, why they are necessary, and the feasibility of implementing these suggestions. 

Assessment Options
· Written summary/reflection of three documents
· Written step-by-step plan for how to address refugee resettlement in Oklahoma
· Can be completed individually or in small groups
· Optional: Have each group present their plan to the class and then conduct a class discussion about the pros and cons of each plan before a) deciding which plan should be chosen or b) adapting a new plan together. 


Resources
The following materials are available in the accompanying Refugee Resettlement in Oklahoma Resources document developed by Cory Williams, 7th grade Eastern Hemisphere Geography Teacher, Mustang Public Schools.
· “Afghan Refugee Resettlement Narrative” document
· “Short Narrative of The History of Refugee Resettlement in Oklahoma” document
· “Six Myths about Resettled Refugees” document
· “Background Information” document
· “Refugee Resettlement per Capita: Which States Do the Most?” document
· “The Spero Project” info sheet
· “CAIR Oklahoma” info sheet
· “Catholic Charities of Oklahoma: Resettlement Efforts” document
· “The Oklahoman: Quick facts about refugee resettlement in Oklahoma” article by Juliana Keeping and Tiffany Gibson
· “United States Refugee Admissions Program” infographic
· “Refugee Resettlement in Oklahoma” info sheet
· “The Frontier: An Oklahoma city prepares for an unprecedented influx of refugees” article by Zach Kluver
· “Blumenauer, Meijer, Nadler, Kinzinger, Lofgren, Miller-Meeks, Crow, Upton, Peters Introduce the Afghan Adjustment Act in the House” press release document

Extension and Enrichment/Simplification
· Extension: Have students contact local and/or state lawmakers to discuss refugee issues and current developments and share their ideas/plans.
· Extension: Have students find additional articles about recent developments regarding refugee resettlement in Oklahoma.
· Extension: Compare and contrast the refugee resettlement experiences in Oklahoma City and Tulsa. What factors contribute to Oklahoma City being the top destination for refugees? How does Tulsa's approach differ, and what unique challenges and successes has the city encountered in welcoming and integrating refugees?
· Extension: Investigate the challenges and opportunities faced by refugees settling in smaller cities and towns. Have the students investigate these issues in a small Oklahoma town of their choosing.  How does the city handle the resettlement process and address the housing shortage? What role do local organizations and community members play in supporting the refugees?
· Extension: Compare and contrast the refugee resettlement experiences in Oklahoma to other states. What factors affect the resettlement experience differently in Oklahoma? How does the government approach differ? What unique challenges and success does Oklahoma encounter compared to other states?
· Extension: Find an organization that is working to welcome refugees and support them in their transition and invite someone to speak with the class about their work and why it is important. This activity could be accompanied with the Exploring Careers in Public Service lesson plan (https://okageweb.org/new-blog/public-service-careers).
· Simplification: Reduce the number of resources students will summarize.
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