Micronesia


Micronesia is a collection of small islands, most of which are north of the Equator and west of the 180° meridian. There are five main groups of islands in Micronesia - the Marianas, the Marshalls, the Carolines, Kiribati, and Tuvalu. Kiribati is also known as the Gilbert Islands and Tuvalu is also known as the Ellice Islands.
Place this card in the middle of the area of Micronesia on the Giant Map.


Melanesia


Melanesia is a collection of small coral islands and large continental islands south of Micronesia. New Guinea is one of the islands of Melanesia. There are five main groups of islands in Melanesia- the Bismarck Archipelago, the Solomons, Vanuatu, New Caledonia, and Fiji. Vanuatu is also known as New Hebrides.
Place this card in the middle of the area of Melanesia on the Giant Map.



Polynesia


Polynesia includes the Hawaiian Islands, the Phoenix Islands, Samoa, Tonga, the Cook Islands, the Society Islands, Tuamotu, and the Marquesas.
Place this card in the middle of the area of Polynesia on the Giant Map.




Hawaiian Islands


Hawaii is one of the 50 states of the United States of America, having officially become a state on August 21, 1959. The Hawaiian Islands are volcanic islands in the central Pacific Ocean. They lie 2,397 miles west of San Francisco (California, USA) and 5,293 miles east of Manila (Philippines). The capital is Honolulu, which is located on the island of Oahu.
Place this card over the Hawaiian Islands on the Giant Map.



Philippine Islands


The Philippines is an island country in Southeast Asia in the western Pacific Ocean. The Philippines is an archipelago of over 7,000 islands and islets. It is about 500 miles from the coast of Vietnam. The capital of the Philippines is Manila and Quezon City is the country’s most-populous city. Both cities are in the National Capital Region, or Metro Manila, which is located on Luzon, the largest island. 
Place this card in the middle of the area of the Philippines on the Giant Map.



Aleutian Trench


The Aleutian Trench is a submarine trench on the south side of the Aleutian Islands. It is in the North Pacific Ocean between the Gulf of Alaska and the Commander Islands. The Aleutian Trench reaches its maximum depth of 26,604 feet at about 51° N, 178° W.
Use a chain to circle the Aleutian Trench and then place this card along the chain.


Galápagos Islands


The Galápagos Islands are an island group in the eastern Pacific Ocean. They are a province of Ecuador. The Galápagos consists of 13 major islands, six smaller islands, and a collection of islets and rocks around the Equator about 600 miles west of the mainland of Ecuador. The Galápagos Islands are made up of piles of lava. They also contain shield volcanoes, many of which are active from time to time. The islands feature high volcanic mountains, craters, and cliffs. Santa Cruz Island in the Galápagos is home to the Charles Darwin Research Station, which protects the indigenous plants and animals of the Galapagos.
Place this card in the middle of the area of the Galápagos Islands on the Giant Map.



Line Islands


The Line Islands are a chain of coral islands in the central Pacific Ocean. Some of the Line Islands are a part of Kiribati and some are claimed as territories of the United States. The Line Islands extend 1,600 miles northwestward from French Polynesia and have a land area of 193 square miles. The Line Islands are divided into three groups: Northern, Central, and Southern.
Place this card in the middle of the area of the Line Islands on the Giant Map.


Peru-Chile Trench


The Peru-Chile Trench is a submarine trench in the eastern Pacific Ocean. It is about 100 miles off the coast of Peru and Chile. Its maximum depth is 26,460 feet below sea level. It is about 3,666 miles long with an average width of 40 miles and an area of about 228,000 square miles. The trench is at the site where the Nazca Plate was forced underneath the South American Plate. It is near active volcanoes, which is why the sediments of the trench contain clay and volcanic ash.
Use a chain to circle the Peru-Chile Trench and then place this card along the chain.
 


Arctic Circle


The Arctic Circle is a line of latitude around Earth at approximately 66°30′ N. It is the southern boundary of the area for at least a day the sun does not set or rise due to Earth’s vertical inclination. Its southern counterpart is the Antarctic Circle, where daylight or darkness conditions are always the exact opposite of what they are at the Arctic Circle.
Use a chain to trace the Arctic Circle and then place this card along the chain.


Tropic of Cancer


[bookmark: _Int_QCx4TgYn]The Tropic of Cancer is a line of latitude approximately 23°27′ North of the Equator. It marks the furthest north point that the sun can be directly overhead at noon. 
Use a chain to trace the Tropic of Cancer and then place this card along the chain.



Tropic of Capricorn


[bookmark: _Int_fac2S3yO]The Tropic of Capricorn is a line of latitude at approximately 23°27′ South of the Equator. It marks the furthest south point where the sun can be directly overhead at noon. 
Use a chain to trace the Tropic of Capricorn and then place this card along the chain.




Equator


The Equator is a circle around Earth that is equidistant from the North and South poles and is perpendicular to Earth’s axis. It is the line with 0° latitude that all other latitude lines are measured from and divides the Earth into the Northern and Southern hemispheres. Earth’s circumference at the geographic Equator is about 24,901 miles.
Use a chain to trace the Equator and then place this card along the chain.

