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Where is 
the Middle 

East?

http://www.worldatlas.com/webimage/countrys/mecapsc.gif

http://www.worldatlas.com/webimage/countrys/newworldme.png

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Middle East sits where Africa, Asia, and Europe meet.  Today, they are all part of Asia. The Greater Middle East includes all countries on the map to the left including Afghanistan and Pakistan, and all the other "stans," but it also includes several North African countries such as Egypt, Libya, and Sudan.



World Commodities: Middle East & Central Asia
http://thumbnails-visually.netdna-ssl.com/world-commodities-map-middle-east--central-asia_536bed1ea8480_w1500.png

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Every country is labeled with its most valuable export.



http://4.bp.blogspot.com/_RJhc4O7y07M/TFAUgR-47UI/AAAAAAAAGn0/q_x1iawAlMU/s1600/Middle+East+pipeline+map.jpg

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Middle East produces about a third of the world's oil and a tenth of its natural gas. (It has a third of all natural gas reserves, but they're tougher to transport.) Much of that is exported. That makes the entire world economy pretty reliant on the continued flow of that gas and oil, which just happens to go through a region that has seen an awful lot of conflict in the last few decades. This map shows where the reserves are and how they're transported overland; much of it also goes by sea through the Persian Gulf, a body of water that is also home to some of the largest reserves in the region and the world. The energy resources are heavily clustered in three neighboring countries that have historically hated one another: Iran, Iraq, and Saudi Arabia. The tension among those three is something that the United States, as a huge energy importer, has been deeply interested in for years: it sided against Iran during the Iran-Iraq war of the 1980s, against Iraq when it invaded Kuwait and threatened Saudi Arabia in the 1990s, again against Iraq with the 2003 invasion, and now is supporting Saudi Arabia in its rapidly worsening proxy war against Iran.



http://cdn2.vox-cdn.com/assets/4399741/Baghdad_change_2005_2007_crop2.jpg

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There are few grimmer symbols for the devastation of the Iraq War than what it did to Baghdad's once-diverse neighborhoods. The map on the left shows the city's religious make-up in 2005. Mixed neighborhoods, then the norm, are in yellow. The map on right shows what it looked like by 2007, after two awful years of Sunni-Shia killing: bombings (shown with red dots), death squads, and militias. Coerced evictions and thousands of deaths effectively cleansed neighborhoods, to be mostly Shia (blue) or mostly Sunni (red). Since late 2012, the sectarian civil war has ramped back up, in Baghdad and nationwide.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AQPlREDW-Ro
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AQPlREDW-Ro
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