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MOROCCAN MOVERS:  DONKEYS AND MULES

Glenda Sullivan, OKAGE TC
Lawton, Oklahoma

Grade Level:		6th-7th

Purpose/Overview:
Students will learn where pack animals continue to serve an important role economically in developing countries and cultures, even in this age of advanced technology.

National Geography Standards from Geography of Life
Geographic Elements & Standards:
Standard 4 – Places and Regions:  The physical and human characteristics of places
Standard 6 – Places and Regions:  How culture and experience influence people’s
	perception of places and regions.
Standard 11 – Human Systems:  The patterns and networks of economic interdependence on Earth’s surface.

Oklahoma Priority Academic Student Skills:
Grade 6 World Studies
3.2  Compare and contrast common characteristics of culture, such as language, customs, shelter, diet, traditional occupations, belief systems, and folk traditions.

Grade 7 World Geography
4.1  Compare and contrast common characteristics of world cultures (e.g., language heritage, religion, political philosophy, shared history, social systems, and economic systems.)
4.2  Explain patterns and processes of global economic interdependence (e.g., developed and developing countries, economic activities, and world trade).

Geographic Themes:		Location, place, movement and region

Objectives:
1.  Students will learn which developing countries and regions use pack animals even in today’s advanced technological age.
2.  Students will realize the important role pack animals continue to play in certain cultures today.
3.  Students will gain an insight into the blending of past and present in developing countries and cultures today.

Materials:
PowerPoint presentation:  “Moroccan Movers:  Donkeys and Mules”
Internet
Photos of Morocco:  Fez medina http://www.informatik.unibremen.de/~net/photos/morocco/fez/
Smithsonian magazine, “Morocco’s Extraordinary Donkeys” by Susan Orlean, September 2009
http://www.smithsonianmag.com/travel/Where-Donkeys-Deliver-Morocco.html
Pencils and colored markers or map pencils
White construction paper
Glue sticks
Atlases for each student

Time Frame:		2 class periods

Procedures:
1.  Introduce the lesson by reading an excerpt from Susan Orlean’s article, “Morocco’s Extraordinary Donkeys”.  She returned to Morocco to explore the donkey’s central role in the life of this desert kingdom.  (See attachment for article or find the article online.)      
	http://www.smithsonianmag.com/travel/Where-Donkeys-Deliver-Morocco.html

2.  Ask students to locate Fez, Morocco in their atlases.
3.  Show PowerPoint presentation: “Moroccan Movers:  Donkeys and Mules”.
4.  After viewing the PowerPoint, ask students to choose another pack animal to research and create a poster portraying the animal.
5.  Below is a suggested list of pack animals, but students may research any pack animal:
Arabian camels
Bactrian camels
Dogs
Goats
Horses
Llamas
Oxen
Reindeer
Water buffalos
Yaks
6.  Students should include the following in their research:
Location where the animal is found
Items the animal transports
Interesting facts about the animal
List of sources student used to obtain information about the animal
7.  Allow students an opportunity to present their poster to the class.

Assessment:		Finished pack animal poster incorporating research data

Resources:
	http://www.informatik.uni-bremen.de/~net/photos/morocco/fez
www.smithsonianmag.com/travel/Where-Donkeys-Deliver-Morocco.html 

Connections:		History, economics and art

 Extension and enrichment:  Have students research to find other evidence of past and present blending or overlapping in developing countries.


Excerpt from
“Where Donkeys Deliver” by Susan Orlean
Smithsonian magazine, September 2009, vol. 40, no. 6

The donkey I can’t forget was coming around a corner in the walled city of Fez, Morocco, with six color televisions strapped to his back.  If I could tell you the exact intersection where I saw him, I would do so, but pinpointing a location in Fez is a little like noting GPS coordinates in a spider web.  The buildings in the old walled section of Fez are so packed and stacked together that they seem to have been carved out of a single huge stone rather than constructed individually, clustered so tightly that they blot out the shrieking blue and silver of the Moroccan sky.

The best I can do is to say that the donkey and I met at the intersection of one path that was about as wide as a bathmat and another that was slightly larger—call it a bath sheet.  The donkey was small and donkey-colored, a soft mouse gray.  His shoulders were about waist-high, his chest was narrow; his legs straight; his hooves quite delicate, about the size of a teacup. The televisions, however, were big—boxy tabletop sets, not portables.  Four were loaded on the donkey’s back, secured in a crazy jumble by a tangle of plastic twine and bungee cords.  The remaining two were attached to the donkey’s flanks, one on each side, like baskets on a bicycle.  The donkey stood squarely under this staggering load.  He walked along steadily, making the turn crisply and then continuing up the smaller path, which was so steep that it had little stone stairs every yard or two where the gain was especially abrupt.  I caught only a glimpse of his face as he passed, but it was utterly endearing, all at once serene and weary and determined.  

This encounter was a decade ago, on my first trip to Fez, and even amid the dazzle of images, smells and sounds within the walled city, the donkey was what stayed with me.  It was that stoic expression, but even more, it was seeing the astonishing commingling of past and present—the timeless little animal, the medieval city and the pile of electronics.  It made me believe that behind this walled city, time could move forward and stand still simultaneously.
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