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MIXED UP STATES

Helen Chaney Hackney, OKAGE TC
Wilson Elementary School
Wilson, OK

Grade Levels:	1st-6th

Purpose/Overview:
The purpose of this lesson is to help students with their mental mapping of states and neighboring states and also to help them learn about the geography of each.

National Geography Standards from Geography for Life
Geographic Elements & Standards:
The World in Spatial Terms
Physical Systems

Oklahoma Priority Academic Student Skills (PASS):
Grade 1 Social Studies:  
2.4  Locate the local neighborhood, community, the United States, bodies of water, and land masses (e.g., the four oceans and seven continents) using maps and globes.
Grade 2 Social Studies:
2.4  Identify basic landforms and bodies of water (e.g., plains, mountains, rivers, and gulfs), the four oceans, the seven continents, human-made features (e.g., roads and towns).
Grade 3 Social Studies:
4.2  Locate and distinguish among varying landforms and geographic features (e.g., mountains, plateaus, islands, and oceans).
Grade 4 Social Studies:
2.4  Locate on a map and identify the states, their capitals, and major metropolitan centers of the United States by region (e.g., New York City, Los Angeles, Dallas, and Miami).
3.1  Identify the major landforms and bodies of water of the United States.
Grade 5 Social Studies:
7.1  Identify, evaluate and draw conclusions from different kinds of maps, graphs, charts, diagrams, and other sources and representations, such as aerial and shuttle photographs, satellite-produced images, the geographic information system (GIS), encyclopedias, almanacs, dictionaries, atlases, and computer-based technologies; and construct and use maps of locales, regions, continents, and the world that demonstrate an understanding of mental mapping, relative location, direction, latitude, longitude, key, legend, map symbols, scale, size, shape, and landforms.
Grade 6 World Studies:
2.3  Define, recognize, and locate basic landforms and bodies of water on appropriate maps and globes.

Geographic Themes:		Location and Place

Objectives:
The key issues associated with this lesson are:  the location of states and their neighboring states, and knowing facts about states, such as landforms, crops, climate, and history.
As the end of this lesson the student/s should know the location of two different states along with their neighboring states and facts about each.
At the end of this lesson the student/s should be able to write a story about their two states that includes why the states want to switch places and what is/are the cause/s that make them want to return home.

Materials:
PowerPoint: Mixed Up States
Book: The Scrambles States of America (Optional) 
United States maps
Fifty states cut into strips (see attached sheet w/ state names)
Container in which to place the fifty states’ name strips
Mixed Up States Recording sheet (see attached)
Black line masters of the fifty states (see web site listed under Resources)
Mixed Up States Fact Sheet (see attached)
Access to state books, Internet, encyclopedias, almanacs

Time Frame:  The time depends on the age of your students.  The fourth and fifth grade classes would need at least 4-5 forty-five minute class periods. 

Procedures:
1. Day one:  the teacher will show the PowerPoint, Mixed Up States and read the book, The Scrambled States of America.
2. Day two:  the teacher will have the students draw two state names from a container. Then the teacher will record the names of the students next to the state names they drew on the Mixed Up States Recording Sheet. After that hand out the Mixed Up States Fact Sheets.  Hand out any state books or other research material the students can use to help with their story.  Also hand out the state black line masters. 
3. Day three:  the teacher will instruct the students to continue with their project helping students who need assistances.  
4. Day four:  allow students to read their stories to the class.

Assessment Option:
Performance-based assessment:  The assessment will be the stories written by the students.

Resources: 
Web sites:
Outline maps of the 50 states
http://geography.about.com/library/blank/blxusx.htm
Multiple resources to the 50 states linked from this site
http://www.50states.com/
Book:  Keller, Laurie. The Scrambled States of America.  New York City, New York: Henry Holt and Company, LLC, 1998.  ISBN#0-8050-6831-7
Extension and Enrichment:
1. Have older students do a PowerPoint to illustrate their Mixed Up State Story.
2. For younger students the class could work on a Mixed Up State Story together.
3. Students could make large state shapes, use them as costumes and perform their story as a skit.

Connections: 		Language Arts and Drama






































The Fifty States/Mixed Up States Recording Sheet

Teacher Directions: Cut the names of the states into strips to be placed in a container.  Then have students draw out two different states.  Kansas and Florida will not be on this list because they are used as the model on the PowerPoint.  You will need to make two copies of this sheet:  one to cut into strips and one to record the students’ names next to the states they draw.

Alabama			Alaska			Arizona


Arkansas			California		Colorado


Connecticut		Delaware			Georgia


Hawaii			Idaho			Illinois


Indiana			Iowa				Kentucky


Louisiana			Maine			Maryland


Massachusetts		Michigan			Minnesota		


Mississippi		Missouri			Montana


Nebraska			Nevada			New Hampshire


New Jersey		New Mexico		New York


North Carolina	North Dakota		Ohio


Oklahoma		Oregon			Pennsylvania


Rhode Island		South Carolina	South Dakota


Tennessee		Texas			Utah


Vermont			Virginia			Washington


West Virginia		Wisconsin		Wyoming








Mixed Up States Fact Sheet

Student Name_______________________	Date______________

Student Directions:  You are to use your research material to find the answers to the following questions about your state.  Then when you have finished, you are to use this information to write a story about your two states switching places.

1. What is the name of your state? _______________________________________________

2. What states neighbor your state? _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Name a fact about each of your neighboring states. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


4. What is the climate like in your state? ______________________________________________________________________________________________

5. What are the major crops grown in your state? ______________________________________________________________________________________________



6. Name at least two (2) things you would like about your state if you lived there. _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________




7. Does your state border another country or body of water?  If so, name the country and body of water. _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________




8. Name at least two (2) things you would not like about your state if you lived there. _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

9.	Name at least two (2) historical events about your state. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

10.   Name at least two (2) landforms from your state.
    _______________________________________________
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