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“Using www: // to Study the Ring of Fire” 

 

By: Teresa Begley, OKAGE Teacher Consultant (TC) 
Pauls Valley, Oklahoma 
Email: begleyteresa@gmail.com  
 

Overview:   

This lesson will present a list of websites with synopsizes of some of the many 
resources available on the World Wide Web to assist educators in teaching the 
“Ring of Fire.”  This incredible geographic topic comes alive with the many visuals 
and hands-on interactive activities.  Examples are: videos, PowerPoint 
presentations, interactive maps, vocabulary lists and quizzes, lesson plans, lecture 
notes, editorials, newspaper articles on currents events and much more. Teachers 
can choose what works in their classrooms and add some excitement to the 
lessons. 
 

Oklahoma Academic Standards for the Social Studies 

Grade 7:  
CS1:  The student will analyze data from a geographic perspective using the skills 
and tools of geography. 

http://www.okageweb.org/
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CS3: The student will examine the interactions of physical systems that shape the 
patterns of Earth’s surface. 
 #2: A.  The impact of plate tectonics resulting in earthquakes, tsunamis, and 
volcanic eruptions on human and physical systems bordering the Pacific Ring of 
Fire. 
 
Geographic Elements & Standards: (from Geography for Life: The National 
Geography Standards) 2nd Edition:   Places and Regions 

Geographic Themes:  Regions, Human-Environment Interaction 

Materials:  Handout #1, Ring of Fire Web Sites 

Procedure:  In this presentation, teachers will use hands-on to scrutinize for 
themselves the sites presented in Handout #1.  Each site contains a brief 
explanation or summary of its contents. 

Resources:  All of the websites are documented, referenced and cited for 
publication. 
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Handout #1 

Ring of Fire Web Sites 

 

http://www.worldatlas.com/aatlas/infopage/ringfire.htm 

What and Where is the Ring of Fire? 

This site contains a good printable map of Ring of Fire with some explanations and some great links to 
other related topics. 

https://www.britannica.com/place/Ring-of-Fire  

Ring of Fire 

This is another excellent map with an article explaining the topic and several excellent links that cover, 
plate tectonics, earthquake epicentres, volcanoes, deep ocean troughs and faults.  It also contains links 
to several major earthquakes and volcanoes in the area along with some useful graphics and diagrams. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uw7Uq137YJQ 

This is an excellent HD video documentary about the Pacific Ring of Fire produced for TV.  It is 25 
minutes long and perhaps one of the best on Ring of Fire. It contains actual video coverage of active 
volcanoes and earthquakes with scientists making the various explanations. 

http://nationalgeographic.org/encyclopedia/ring-fire/ 

Encyclopedic Entry: Ring of Fire 
Pacific Ring of Fire, circum-Pacific belt 
 This is what National Geographic Society is famous for, links  which contain teacher resources such as 
vocabulary lists, videos, graphics, articles, and several links to other resources. 
 
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/subjects/volcano/ringoffire/ 

This is an educational site to which teachers must subscribe, but it is well worth the effort or cost.  
Everything is laid out by grade levels and subjects.  It has a terrific explanation of the Ring of Fire with 
several great handouts. 

http://www.melodyshaw.com/files/Tsunami.pdf 

This is a list  of lesson ideas and links to resources created by Pamela Auburn.  It is a pdf and contains a 
super lesson on tsunamis. 

 

http://www.worldatlas.com/aatlas/infopage/ringfire.htm
https://www.britannica.com/place/Ring-of-Fire
https://www.britannica.com/science/earthquake-geology
https://www.britannica.com/science/epicentre
https://www.britannica.com/science/volcano
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uw7Uq137YJQ
http://nationalgeographic.org/encyclopedia/ring-fire/
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/subjects/volcano/ringoffire/
http://www.melodyshaw.com/files/Tsunami.pdf
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https://www.nps.gov/mora/learn/education/ring-of-fire.htm The National Park Service is celebrating its 
100 years birthday.  

Mapping the Ring of Fire     This excellent lesson plan has been developed by Mt. Rainier National  Park 
Washington.  It is for grades 6-9 and contains maps, PowerPoint presentation, student handouts and 
student work sheets and much more.  It is truly ready to go. 

http://oceanexplorer.noaa.gov/explorations/06fire/background/edu/lessonplans.html 

NOAA  (National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration) 

Educators and scientists working with NOAA developed a series of lessons for students in Grades 5 - 12 
that are specifically tied to the science behind the 2006 Submarine Ring of Fire Expedition. These lessons 
focus on cutting-edge ocean exploration and research using state-of-the-art technologies. 

http://geology.com/teacher/plate-tectonics.shtml 

Plate Tectonics Classroom Activities and Lesson Plans   These informative and interactive 
lesson activities were designed and developed by Geology scientists with a focus on the causes 
of plate tectonic behavior 

http://study.com/academy/lesson/what-is-the-ring-of-fire-definition-facts-location.html 

This is another example of a website to which teachers must subscribe in order to use it.   It contains a 
GED Science: Tutoring Solution course and it has several interactive maps and graphics. 

http://allnewspipeline.com/Ring_Of_Fire.php 

This links the teachers to a website with current events.  This one is a report on the activities on the Ring 
of Fire of the last couple of years.   It contains great videos and articles. 

"The Best Mix Of Hard-Hitting REAL News & Cutting-Edge Alternative News On The Web"   

The “Ring of Fire is shaking Violently” – “Massive Upstick in Earthquakes and Volcano 
Eruptions” – “Earth is Becoming Increasingly Unstable.” 
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