66. ETHNIC SETTLEMENTS

Rarely have Oklahomans appreciated the fact that
the state’s post-Indian settlement coincided with the
high tides of immigration into America. The nine-
teenth century’s irregular but steady trickle of the
foreign-born swelled to flood stage in the final two
decades of that century and reached tidal propor-
tions in the first two decades of the twentieth. It
may have been coincidence that 1907 marked both
Oklahoma’s entry to the union and the one-year
record for immigration, but the convergence was
anything but irrelevant. After all, roughly one in
twelve of the Oklahomans who greeted statehood
in 1907 were foreign-born or the children of foreign-
born immigrants. That ratio is similar to that of
people claiming African American ancestry within
the new state’s population. Moreover, the total of
first- and second-generation immigrants (130,430)
was nearly twice that of the state’s American In-
dian population (75,012).

Two historical circumstances multiplied the im-
pact of those numbers. First, only a few nations were
disproportionate contributors of their sons and
daughters. (The great bulk came from seven nations,
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Foreign-Born White Population
in Oklahoma, 1910

Country of birth Number Percentage
Germany 10,089 25.2
Russia 5,807 145
England, Scotland, Wales 4,561 11.4
Austria-Hungary 4,236 10.6
Italy 2,564 6.4
Ireland 1,800 4.5
Sweden 1,020 2.5
Other® 10,007 24.9
Total 40,084 100.0

* Most of the non-European immigrants came from Canada
(2,831) and Mexico (2,645).
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all European, and two neighboring countries—each the
birthplace of a thousand or more statehood-era Oklaho-
mans.) Second, upon reaching Oklahoma, the foreign-
born tended to concentrate in a relatively few and
identifiable regions. One effect of this settlement pat-
tern is that the most meaningful way to discuss this
subject—and to present it cartographically—is at the
county and area levels, rather than statewide.

The case of the largest group is illustrative of this
pattern. Oklahoma’s first decennial federal census—that
of 1910—enumerated 10,089 Oklahomans who had been
born In Germany. The German-born thus accounted for
Just over a quarter of the new state’s entire foreign-born
white Population, and most were found in a handful of
réorth-centr_al counties. One in ten lived in Oklahoma
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' Those who settled Oklahoma’s plains fell almost entirely into two roughly
ﬂl'ﬂ_‘l groups. Ahuui_. half of the ‘?'3':“:' Germans from Russia were Mennonites.
The first arrived with the opening of the Chevenne-Arapaho Reservation, in
1891, Two years later, others erowded the starting line for the great run into
thgﬂhemke? Outlet. As a result, one concentration of Mennonites ran from
Gotebo, Ressie, and Corn to Geary; another extended from Fairview to Meno to
Enid, past Medford, and beyond.
Almost as many of these immigrant Germans were Lutheran. Religious dif-
ferences aside, the demographic consequences were similar: concentrations of
Lutheran seftlementis near Olkeene as well as in southern Noble and northern
Payne counties. Densest was the area around Shattuck, in Ellis County, where,
in 1910, one resident in six was Russian born and German speaking,. .
 The coal fields of southeastern Oklahoma were a very special case. Coal min-
ing communities were known alternately for ethnic diversity or for ethnic au-
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 tries of origin. Similarly, Italians, Lithuanians, Slovaks, Poles, Hungarians, and
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General location of native-born Europeans from Italy, Poland,
Cermany, Lithuania, England, Seotland, and Wales in Caal,
Pitisburg, and Latimer counties, 1910.




