HINDU COMING-OF-AGE RITUAL

Janet Hall, NBCT and OKAGE TC
Bethany Public Schools
Bethany, Oklahoma  
jhall@bps.k12.ok.us

Purpose/Overview:  In this lesson, students learn about a coming-of-age ritual for upper-caste Hindu boy, and practice textual analysis in small groups.

Grade Level:  	6th-12th

National Geography Standards from Geography for Life
Geographic Elements & Standards:
Standard 10:  Human Systems - The characteristics, distribution, and complexity of earth's cultural mosaics

Oklahoma Priority Academic Student Skills (PASS):
Grade 6 World Cultures
Standard 3:  The student will analyze selected cultures which have affected our history. 
3.2:  Compare and contrast common characteristics of culture, such as language, customs, shelter, diet, traditional occupations, belief systems, and folk traditions.   

Grade 7 World Geography
Standard 4:  The student will evaluate the human systems of the world.
4.1:  Compare and contrast common characteristics of world cultures (e.g., language, ethnic heritage, religion, political philosophy, shared history, social systems, and economic systems).

Common Core State Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies
[bookmark: rh-6-8-1]RH.6-8.1. Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources.

Objectives:
1. The student will be able to explain the traditional significance of the Sacred Thread ceremony in Hinduism.
2. The student will be able to read and cite textual evidence to support conclusions regarding the ceremony.

Materials:
Article: “A Hindu Bar Mitzvah” (1 copy per student)
Anticipation Guide (1 copy per student)

This lesson uses reading strategies from MAX Reaching with Reading and Writing (by Mark Forget).   Additional information, if desired, is available at http://www.maxteaching.com/index.html. 

Procedures:

1. This topic should follow some introductory study of Hinduism.

2. Ask students to name some coming-of-age ceremonies with which they are familiar. Answers might include the Jewish Bar Mitzvah (for boys) or Bat Mitzvah (for girls), the Latin American Quinceañera, and the Christian Confirmation and/or Baptism.  
 
3. Explain that they will be reading an article about a Hindu coming-of-age ceremony called the Sacred Thread Ceremony.  BUT FIRST, they are going to decide what they expect to read by using an “anticipation guide.”  

4.  Hand out the Anticipation Guides.  Explain that it looks a lot like a worksheet, but it’s not.  Have them do the “Before Reading” step (as explained on the Anticipation Guide).  Make it clear that they must write down their personal responses before they can move on to the next step.  (It is very important that students commit their ideas to paper prior to sharing their ideas with another student.)

5. Pair each with another student.  Tell them that their job is to compare their answers with those of their partners.   If they disagree on any answer, each student's job is to try to explain to the partner why his/her answer is better than the partner’s answer.  Students are free to change their written opinions during this process if they decide their partners have a better answer.

6.  Circulate as they do this to keep the students on track and to know when to move on.

7. After most pairs are finished, hand out the article "A Hindu Bar Mitzvah" and explain that the students will now read silently – individually.  As they read, they will look for evidence to support their conclusions.  Students are to write the number of the paragraph in which evidence is found below each statement.  Students are free to change their written opinions during the reading phase, too.

8. After most students are finished reading, noting locations of evidence, and adjusting answers, put them back in their pairs. They will again compare their opinions, and again (where there is disagreement) each student can try to convince his/her partner that his/her answer is better.  And again, they are welcome to change their written responses.

9. Class discussion – At this point, students are ready to have a class-wide discussion of their answers.  Some answers may not be clearly true or false, and you may decide as a class on a way to re-write those statements to make them something on which everyone can agree.  







Assessment:
This topic lends itself easily to a compare/contrast activity (Venn or paragraph) using the Sacred Thread Ceremony and another cultural coming-of-age ceremony.


· When writing Anticipation Guides over written material, keep some statements ambiguous or open to interpretation.  It is also helpful to write statements which are addressed in different sections of the reading, so that students have to integrate information from those different sections.





 

