
OKAGE’s New Program Director
A distinguished social studies educator has joined 

the OKAGE staff, 
bringing new ideas 
and energy to the 
table.   Learn more 
about OKAGE’s new 
program director 
Kelly Curtright on p. 
7.

Celebrating Outstanding Friends  
of Geography Education

Register for Fall Programs
OKAGE is offering two exciting programs this fall, fo-
cusing on both the east-
ern and western hemi-
sphere. Limited space is  
available in each 
workshop, so register  
today to ensure your 
spot. Program descrip-
tions are on p. 3. 

The OKAGE News

OKAGE’s first annual Geo Celebration and Gala brought together friends and supporters of geography education 
at the National Weather Center at the University of Oklahoma campus in Norman.  The evening united Teacher 
Consultants, geography education professionals, educators and more, while honoring two longtime OKAGE sup-
porters with the organization’s highest honor. See p. 6 for more information.
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The OKAGE News is a quarterly publication of the Oklahoma 
Alliance for Geographic Eduction (OKAGE). 

OKAGE is a professional organization for geography and so-
cial studies educators in Oklahoma. OKAGE is affiliated with 
the National Geographic Society and its national network of 
state geographic alliances, the Oklahoma State Department 
of Education and other national geography organizations. 
OKAGE provides a year round schedule of professional devel-
opment institutes for in-service and pre-service teachers of all 
grade levels and subjects, including summer workshops and 
field studies that provide experiential learning opportunities.   

OKAGE
University of Oklahoma

100 East Boyd, SEC Rm 684
Norman, OK  73019-1018

Tel: 405.325.5832
Toll Free: 800.522.0772 ext. 5832 

Fax: 405.325.8781
Web: www.okageweb.org 

Email: okage@ou.edu
www.facebook.com/OklahomaAllianceforGeographicEducation

twitter.com/okageeducation

OKAGE Staff:
Dr. Gary M. Gress, Coordinator

Kelly Curtright, Program Director
Jackie Downlng, Operations Manager

Brooke Barnett, OKAGE News Editor
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The OKAGE News

Are you a TC with news to report?  Contact the  
OKAGE office at 405.325.5832 or okage@ou.edu with 
your news and updates.
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A busy summer at best! This past 
June OKAGE hosted two excit-
ing events. The first was an envi-
ronmental focused institute titled 
“Water More Precious Than Gold” 
where participants saw firsthand 
Tar Creek, the Federal Superfund 

environmental clean-up site and Grand Lake’s 
hydroelectric facility.

Within that same week OKAGE hosted a 3 day 
boot camp for those folks wanting to become part 
of our TC family and grow with OKAGE profession-
ally. If you know Mildred Bates, David Saunders, 
Lea Ann Wyrick, Tommy Lewis, Linda Landcaster, 
Anita Hawkins and Jeff Woolsey, please congratu-
late them, they will be part of our growing cadre 
of TC’s. A big thank you to Glenda Sullivan (Law-
ton) and Jeanie Sisson (Oklahoma City), our “su-
per TC’s” who facilitated this great boot camp 
experience! 

During the first week of August OKAGE TC’s Lynn 
Tilley, Susan Smith, Teresa Potter, Heather Brauch-
er, and Denise Rhodes participated at the Na-
tional Council for Geographic Education’s cen-
tennial celebration in Washington, D.C. As part of 
this celebration we were all fortunate to attend 
a luncheon honoring Gil Grosvenor past president 
of National Geographic. (See p. 3 for more infor-
mation about honors our TCs received!) In 2016, 
NCGE will be in Tampa, and in Albuquerque in 
2017. See the last page of this newsletter for a 
great offer regarding NCGE membership!

While at the conference during my Alliance Co-
ordinator’s meeting, OKAGE was asked, like other 
state alliances, to conduct a statewide “bio-blitz” 
during the month of May. Although still in the plan-
ning stages, we will be involving at least 5 schools 
throughout our state (TBA) with the assistance of 
volunteer TC’s and professional environmental 
folks. Stay tuned for more info.

One last note, OKAGE is finally “rebuilding” our 
web site with professional assistance, be looking 
during the exciting next few months for subtle and 
not so subtle changes!
 
In closing, have a wonderful and rewarding school 
year!  

Geo-cheers,
  

Coordinator’s Corner

Dr. Gary Gress
OKAGE Coordinator



Programs & Events
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New Training Opportunities for 
Fall 2015

Registration is now open for OKAGE’s fall pro-
grams. The Grade 7 World Geography - Eastern 
Hemisphere will be held on Wednesday, Septem-
ber 30, 2015, Wednesday, October 21, 2015 and 
Wednesday, November 18, 2015.

These workshops are specifically designed for 
teachers of Grade 7 World Geography - Eastern 
Hemisphere. The WGA focuses on helping teach-
ers to prepare students for the Grade 7 World Ge-
ography criterion-referenced test to be adminis-
tered in the spring of 2016.

OKAGE teacher-consultants, classroom instruc-
tors with advanced instruction in the Oklahoma 
Academic Standards for the Social Studies and 
the National Geography Standards [Geography 
for Life], will present a series of lesson plans, Pow-
erPoints®, online resources, and hands-on student 
activities on each of the three days of the WGA. 
Content Standards and the Process and Literacy 
Social Standards will be addressed in depth by 
blending content and curricular strategies of ge-
ography (spatial concepts, patterns, and process-
es) with best practices and innovative teaching 
methodologies. 

Teachers in those schools identified as being “Prior-
ity, Targeted Intervention, and Focus” sites by the 
State Department of Education will have guaran-
teed admission to the WGAs if they register by the 
deadline. The teachers may register for all of three 
sessions of the WGA or for individual sessions.

The 2015 Grade 6 World Geography - Western 
Hemisphere is a one-day professional develop-
ment institute to be held on Wednesday, Decem-
ber 9, 2015. The academy is beneficial to teachers 
with limited resources for teaching about Western 
Hemisphere geography. 

These Academies meet the definition of high qual-
ity professional development as required by the 
No Child Left Behind Act [Title IX, Part A, Section 
9101 (34)]. The activities in this Academy are di-
rectly aligned to the Oklahoma Academic Stan-
dards for the Social Studies, student academic 
achievement standards and assessments. Atten-
dance certificates for professional development 
will be available.

These programs are funded in part by a grant from 
the Oklahoma State Board of Education and the 
Oklahoma State Department of Education.

For further information, please contact the  
OKAGE office at 405.325.5832 or okage@ou.edu. 
To register, see p. 4 and 5.

NCGE in DC: Celebrating 100 
Years of Geographic Education

During the first week of August OKAGE TC’s Lynn 
Tilley, Susan Smith, Teresa Potter, Heather Braucher 
and Denise Rhodes participated at the National 
Council for Geographic Education’s centennial 
celebration in Washington, D.C. 

Congratulations to Susan and Lynn, who were 
honored with the prestigious NCGE Distinguished 
Teacher Award at the banquet dinner. The K-12 
Distinguished Teaching Award is designed to 
recognize and support excellence in geogra-
phy teaching among elementary, middle, and 
high school teachers. Awardees are selected for 
teaching skills, leadership, professional develop-

ment accomplishments, involvement in student 
activities, and development of innovative teach-
ing materials and strategies.

Also attending the confer-
ence were Lee Williams, past 
OK AGE Coordinator, Jeff 
Widener Kelly Curtright, and 
Gary Gress. Denise, Heather, 
Teresa, and Jeff presented 
engaging and innovative 
workshop lesson sessions and 
all had time for sightseeing 
and going on fantastic NCGE 
field trips!

For more information, visit 
www.ncge.org.

Lynn Tilley, Gary Gress 
and Susan Smith



FALL 2015 Program Descriptions
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presents the 

2015 World Geography Academy: 
Eastern Hemisphere 
Funded in part by a grant from 

the Oklahoma State Board of Education and the Oklahoma State Department of Education 
 

The 2015 World Geography Academy is a three-day 
professional development institute primarily for 
teachers of Grade 7 “World Geography: Eastern 
Hemisphere”. The academy is beneficial to teachers 
who are preparing students for the Grade 7 World 
Geography criterion-referenced test. 
 
Oklahoma classroom teachers who have achieved 
“Teacher Consultant” status through training with 
OKAGE will present. Other presenters may include 
State Department of Education representatives with 
expertise in student assessment. 
 
This Academy meets the definition of high quality 
professional development as required by the No Child 
Left Behind Act [Title IX, Part A, Section 9101 (34)]. The 
activities in this Academy are directly aligned to the 
Oklahoma Academic Standards for the Social Studies, 
student academic achievement standards and 
assessments. The primary goal of the Academy is to 
improve and increase teachers’ knowledge of Eastern 
Hemisphere geography and the Social Studies 
Reading and Writing Literacy Skills, and to help 
enable teachers to become highly qualified. 
Attendance certificates for professional development 
will be available. 
 
For further information, please contact the OKAGE  
office at 405.325.5832 or okage@ou.edu (e-mail). 

 
Dates:   Wednesday, September 30, 2015 
  Wednesday, October 21, 2015 
  Wednesday, November 18, 2015 
 
Place: Okla. Center for Continuing Education 

(OCCE) 
    1704 Asp Avenue 
 University of Oklahoma, Norman 

  
Time:  8 am – 3:30 pm, check-in at 7:15 am 
 
Fee:        $25 per participant per session, which 

includes continental breakfast, lunch, 
and break refreshments. 

 
Deadline:  Registration forms and payment must be 

received by September 18, 2015. Space 
is limited; registrations will be accepted 
on a “first come, first served” basis. 
 
Teachers may register for any or all of 
the sessions. Different Content 
Standards will be addressed at each 
session. 

 
Teachers who are accepted will receive 
confirmation by e-mail with more details. 
Teachers who are not accepted will be 
notified promptly. 

2015 Registration Form 
World Geography Academy: Eastern Hemisphere 

Registration Deadline: September 18, 2015 
One registration form per person.  (Feel free to photocopy this form.) 

Registration will NOT be accepted without a check or purchase order payable to OKAGE. 
 

PLEASE CIRCLE THE DATE/S ATTENDING:    September 30     October 21    November 18 
 
 

Name: ____________________________________________ E-mail: _____________________________________ 
 
School District: ______________________________________ Grade Level: ______________________________ 
 
School Name: ______________________________________________ Subject Taught: ____________________ 
 
School Address: ________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City: _________________________________ State: ____________________________ Zip: ___________________ 
 
School Tel: (       )______________________________ School Fax: (      )_________________________________ 
 
Home Tel: (       )_______________________________ Alt Phone:  (      )_________________________________ 
 
Photographic Refusal: I, ____________________________, DO NOT authorize OKAGE to use my 
photograph in conjunction with my participation in the World Geography Academy. 
 

Return Completed Form with Check or Purchase Order to: 
OKAGE, 100 East Boyd, SEC 684 

Norman, OK  73019-1018 
or fax to 405.325.8781 

 
 

okage@ou.edu



Registration Form
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presents the 

2015 World Geography Academy: 
Western Hemisphere 

Funded in part by a grant from 
the Oklahoma State Board of Education and the Oklahoma State Department of Education 

 
This 2015 World Geography Academy is a one-day 
professional development institute primarily for 
teachers of Grade 6 “World Geography: Western 
Hemisphere”. The academy is beneficial to teachers 
with limited resources for teaching about Western 
Hemisphere geography. 
 
Oklahoma classroom teachers who have achieved 
“Teacher Consultant” status through training with 
OKAGE will present. Other presenters may include 
State Department of Education representatives with 
expertise in student assessment. 
 
This Academy meets the definition of high quality 
professional development as required by the No Child 
Left Behind Act [Title IX, Part A, Section 9101 (34)]. The 
activities in this Academy are directly aligned to the 
Oklahoma Academic Standards for the Social Studies, 
student academic achievement standards and 
assessments. The primary goal of the Academy is to 
improve and increase teachers’ knowledge of 
Western Hemisphere geography and the Social 
Studies Reading and Writing Literacy Skills, and to 
help enable teachers to become highly qualified. 
Attendance certificates for professional development 
will be available. 
 
For further information, please contact the   
OKAGE office at 405.325.5832 or okage@ou.edu (e-mail). 

 
Dates:   Wednesday, December 9, 2015 
   
 
Place: Okla. Center for Continuing Education 

(OCCE) 
    1704 Asp Avenue 
 University of Oklahoma, Norman 

  
Time:  8 am – 3:30 pm, check-in at 7:15 am 
 
Fee:        $25 per participant, which includes 

continental breakfast, lunch and break 
refreshments. 

 
Deadline:  Registration forms and payment must be 

received by December 1, 2015. Space is 
limited; registrations will be accepted on 
a “first come, first served” basis. 

 
  

Teachers who are accepted will receive 
confirmation by e-mail with more details. 
Teachers who are not accepted will be 
notified promptly. 

2015 Registration Form 
World Geography Academy: Western Hemisphere 

Registration Deadline: December 1, 2015 
One registration form per person.  (Feel free to photocopy this form.) 

Registration will NOT be accepted without a check or purchase order payable to OKAGE. 
 
 

Name: ____________________________________________ Email: _______________________________________ 
 
School District: ______________________________________ Grade Level: ______________________________ 
 
School Name: ______________________________________________ Subject Taught: ____________________ 
 
School Address: _________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City: _________________________________ State: ____________________________ Zip: ____________________ 
 
School Tel: (       )______________________________ School Fax: (       )__________________________________ 
 
Home Tel: (       )_______________________________ Alt Phone:  (       )__________________________________  
 
 
Photographic Refusal: I, ____________________________, DO NOT authorize OKAGE to use my 
photograph in conjunction with my participation in the World Geography Academy. 

 
Return Completed Form with Check or Purchase Order to: 

OKAGE, 100 East Boyd, SEC 684 
Norman, OK  73019-1018 

or fax to 405.325.8781 
 

  

okage@ou.edu



Cover Story
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OKAGE’s first annual Geo Celebration and Gala 
was held at the National Weather Center on the 
Oklahoma University campus on Friday, August 
21, 2015. The Geo Celebration and Gala brought 
together the friends and supporters of OKAGE in 
celebration of Topographic, Inc.’s long time sup-
port of geography education and the retirement 
of Eugene Earsom.
 
OKAGE awarded two James M. Goodman Friend 
of Geography Awards at the event. The first was 
awarded to Topographic, Inc. Over the years, the 
one consistent supporter of Gridiron Geography 
has been Topographic, Inc. Through its philanthro-
py, the Oklahoma City-based company clearly 
epitomizes its belief in the vital importance of be-
ginning geography instruction early in every child’s 
education, and that building geographic literacy 
“accidentally” through the football metaphor can 
be fun and exciting. When the College of Geo-
graphic and Atmospheric Sciences at OU began 
a Geography Day celebration in conjunction with 
annual Geography Awareness Week sponsored 
by National Geographic Society, Topographic, 
Inc., was an early and generous supporter.
 
The second James M. Goodman Friend of Geog-
raphy Award was presented to long time OKAGE 
Program Director Eugene Earsom. For 11 years, 

Eugene Earsom, representing OKAGE, has helped 
shape state academic standards, worked on key 
statewide committees, maintained close relation-
ships with state legislators, and has worked to pro-
mote geography education throughout our state. 
Eugene lead OKAGE’s programming and profes-
sional development outreach from 2004-2015. OK-
AGE will truly miss Eugene, his commitment, and 
his contributions.
 
The OKAGE Friend of Geography Award was first 
conceived by members of the OKAGE Board of 
Directors in 2004.  It is intended to recognize a per-
son or business whose vision, efforts, talents, and 
perseverance, sometimes in the face of daunt-
ing obstacles, opposition, and apathy, have ad-
vanced the cause of geography education in 
the state of Oklahoma. The award is to honor one 
who has kept the focus of his or her fellows on the 
importance of preparing young people to be in-
formed, contributing, and participating citizens of 
a culturally diverse, democratic society in a glob-
ally interconnected and increasingly interdepen-
dent world.  Shortly after the award was approved 
and its first recipient selected, one of OKAGE’s 
leading lights and founders, Dr. Jim Goodman, lost 
his battle with cancer.  The Board of Directors then 
rechristened the honor the James M. Goodman 
Friend of Geography Award.

Celebrating Outstanding Friends of Geography Education

From left: Dr. Gary Gress serving at the event emcee, Mr. Robert Keating from Topographic, Inc, and Kelly Curtright 
presenting the James M. Goodman Friend of Geography award to Eugene Earsom.



 News & Notes

Meet the Program Director:
Kelly Curtright
How long have you been involved with OKAGE?
I have been involved and associated with OKAGE 
since the fall of 1997. I had just become the sec-
ond social studies curriculum coordinator for the 
Putnam City Schools. I wanted to bring in quality 
professional development (PD) for the district’s 
teachers. OKAGE had become the premier geog-
raphy PD provider in Oklahoma. I was hooked on 
the lessons and the quality of the OKAGE Teacher 
Consultant approach to training! When I became 
the State Director of Social Studies Education at 
the Oklahoma State Department of Education in 
2003, I was asked to serve on the OKAGE Steer-
ing Committee. I have been a working member of 
the board ever since.

How has OKAGE benefited you?
OKAGE made me a better social studies educator. 
Although I am pretty competent with geography, 
it really is a “different beast” from history, political 
science, and economics. Working with OKAGE 
has helped me understand the world much better 
by being able to perceive through the lenses of 
geographic thinking!

What do you like most about geography?
I am trained as a social historian, so I truly love the 
human-cultural side of the disciple. I thoroughly 

enjoy the earth science aspects of geography, 
especially the cataclysmic parts like tsunamis, 
earthquakes, tornadoes, volcanos, etc.

What is your most interesting OKAGE experience? 
Attending the 100th National Council for Geo-
graphic Education’s centennial conference in 
early August is a highlight for me! The confer-
ence was superb with some notable speakers. I 
was able to participate in a field study to the Get-
tysburg National Military Park! We looked at the 
battle from a geo-spatial perspective and walked 
portions of the battlefield. 

Where is the most geographically interesting place 
you have been?
I have always found new places to be interesting, 
but geographically, culturally, ad historically I am 
drawn to the American West. I love the geological 
history, the flora and fauna, as well as the dramat-
ic landscapes found all across the West!
 
Why would you encourage another teacher to 
become an OKAGE TC?
Teachers should join OKAGE for the free resources 
we provide at our trainings, for the new ideas for 
lessons and classroom activities, for the network-
ing and professional exchanges that occur at 
OKAGE events, and for the encouragement that 
teacher feel when they learn alongside their col-
leagues. Most importantly, OKAGE brings FUN into 
the teachers’ lives.
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OKAGE Welcomes New  
Program Director
 
OKAGE would like to welcome Kelly Curtright as 
our new Program Director. Kelly’s expertise will  
really be a plus as OKAGE builds on our past  
successes and moves in new exciting directions.  
Kelly has been a classroom teacher at the middle 
school, high school, and collegiate levels; a social 
studies curriculum developer and district social 
studies curriculum coordinator for the Putnam City 
Schools; and most recently our state Social Stud-
ies Director. Kelly has been a social studies educa-
tor for 20+ years in Oklahoma. He has a Master’s 
degree in history from the University of Central 
Oklahoma.  Kelly is passionate about meeting the 
challenges facing PK-20 social studies education. 
We couldn’t be happier to have a close friend of 
Curious George on board working with educators 
across Oklahoma! 
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Upcoming Events

September 16-17 (Tulsa) and 29-30 (OKC), 2015
PROS Mediation Training with the Oklahoma Bar Asso-
ciation/Law-related Education. www.okbar.org

September 30, 2015
Grade 7 World Geography Academies-Eastern Hemisphere

October 21, 2015
Grade 7 World Geography Academies--Eastern Hemisphere

October 23, 2015
Oklahoma Council for the Social Studies 50th Anniver-
sary Annual State Social Studies Conference 
www.okcss.org

November 13-15, 2015 (New Orleans, LA)
National Council for the Social Studies Annual Confer-
ence, www.socialstudies.org/conference

November 18, 2015
Grade 7 World Geography Academies--Eastern Hemisphere

December 9, 2015
Grade 6 World Geography Academy--Western Hemisphere

NCGE Special Membership 
Promotion
OKAGE and the National Council on Geo-
graphic Education Announce a special NCGE 
membership offer! 

Even though the conferences are fantastic, 
you mingle with great folks, get exciting ideas 
and materials to take back to your classroom, 
go on unbelievable field trips, you can still 
benefit from NCGE membership if you can’t 
attend the annual conference. Yes, it’s true! 
For $50 you can become a member, or even 
renew your membership with NCGE! You will 
receive great publications, and be able to 
participate in all NCGE programs, including 
frequent and relevant webinars. 

Thanks to OKAGE, this reduced rate is offered 
to our members and you! Go online to the 
NCGE website at www.ncge.org/alliance 
and join today. Click on the Oklahoma Alli-
ance icon. 

Join NCGE today!


