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Grade Level:  
Grade 8 United States History




High School Oklahoma History and Government




High School United States History
Purpose//Overview:

Students will identify and describe migration of African Americans following the Civil War from the Southern States westward, particularly the Exoduster Movement, and its effect on the settlement of African American settlements in what is now the State of Oklahoma. Students will apply this content to see how new immigrants of today, such as those from the Latin American countries, move from the South under the similar situations, then move outward into the U.S., seeking to rebuild and gain recognition while trying to make a living and facing many obstacles in their lives along the way.
National Geography Standards from Geography for Life 
Geographic Elements & Standards:
HUMAN SYSTEMS --
9.  The characteristics, distribution, and migration of human populations on Earth’s surface

12.  The processes, patterns, and functions of human settlement

Oklahoma Academic Standards for the Social Studies:

Grade 8 United States History
Process and Literacy Skills Standard 1:  The student will develop and demonstrate Common Core Social Studies reading literacy skills.


C.  Integration of Knowledge and Ideas

7.  Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other information in print and digital texts.
Content Standard 4:  The student will examine the political, economic, social, and geographic transformation of the United States during the early to mid-1800s.

4. Analyze points of view from specific textual evidence to describe the variety of African American experiences, both slave and free, including Nat Turner’s Rebellion, legal restrictions in the South, and efforts to escape via the Underground Railroad network including Harriet Tubman
5.  Analyze and summarize the significance of the Abolitionist and Women’s Suffrage Movements including the influence of the Second Great Awakening and the Declaration of Sentiments, and the leadership of Frederick Douglass, William Lloyd Garrison, Sojourner Truth, Susan B. Anthony, and Elizabeth Cady Stanton to the respective movements.
High School Oklahoma History and Government:
Process and Literacy Skills Standard 1:  Reading Skills.  The student will develop and demonstrate social studies Common Core reading literacy skills.

C.  Integration of Knowledge and Ideas

           

7. Integrate quantitative or technical analysis (e.g., charts, research data) with    

              
qualitative analysis in print or digital text.
Content Standard 1:  The student will describe the state’s geography and the historic foundations laid by Native American, European, and American cultures.
1.   Integrate visual information to identify and describe the significant physical and human features including major trails, railway lines, waterways, cities, ecological regions, natural resources, highways, and landforms.
High School United States History
Process and Literacy Skills Standard 1:  Reading Skills.  The student will develop and demonstrate social studies Common Core reading literacy skills.

C.  Integration of Knowledge and Ideas

           

7. Integrate quantitative or technical analysis (e.g., charts, research data) with    

              
qualitative analysis in print or digital text.
Content Standard 1:  The student will analyze the transformation of the United States through its civil rights struggles, immigrant experiences, settlement of the American West, and the industrialization of American society in the Post-Reconstruction through the Progressive Eras, 1865 to 1900.

2. Integrate specific textual and visual evidence to analyze the impact of Westward Movement and immigration on migration, settlement patterns in American society, economic growth, and Native Americans.
A. Summarize the reason for immigration, shifts in settlement patterns, and the immigrant experience including the Chinese Exclusion Act, the impact of Nativism, Americanization, and the immigrant experiences at Ellis Island.
Geographic Themes:

Location, Movement, Region
Objectives: 
The student will complete the following tasks:
1. Define vocabulary related to migration.
2. Identify push-pull factors associated with migration.
3. Map the Southern States of African American populations and post-migration African American towns in Kansas and Oklahoma.
4. Interpret maps, interviews, charts, and timelines to come to conclusions.
5. Identify key figures in the movements.
6. Summarize the Exoduster Movement to Kansas and its effect on early day African American settlement of present day Oklahoma.
Key topic/issue:   
When President Lincoln issued an executive order on January 1, 1863, the Emancipation Proclamation, proclaiming the freedom of 3.1 million of the 4 million in the U. S. slaves in the ten states that were in rebellion the United States, less than 8 percent of the African-American population lived in the Northeast or Midwest. Even by 1900, approximately 90 percent of all African Americans still resided in the South. However, migration from the South has long been a significant feature of African American history. An early exodus from the South occurred between 1879 and 1881, when about 60,000 African Americans moved into Kansas and others settled the Oklahoma and Indian Territories in search of social and economic freedom.
Materials: 
computer

LCD projector 

hand-outs included with lesson plan
atlases

PowerPoint: "The Exodusters"

NOTE: The teacher may want to make copies of some of the materials from the web sites listed in Resources that are not included in the lesson.  Students should also be encouraged to remember that most former slaves had little or no formal education at all, so the language and spelling is often non-standard.
Time Frame:  
Approximately one week
Procedures: 
Day 1:  The teacher will introduce the lesson with the reading of the Emancipation Proclamation.  After the reading, ask the students questions to draw conclusions about would happen to the slaves after they received their freedom.  
Suggested Questions:

1.  Immediately after they received the news, what happened to the slaves?

2. Did the slaves remain in the Southern States? Why or why not?
3. Did the slaves move elsewhere?  If so, was it immediate or long term?
4. Was there an organized effort or individual decisions?
Students may ask questions of their own and have comments about slavery and emancipation.  

Introduce to the student that the focus of this lesson will be the migration dealing with the Exoduster Movement and its effect on African American settlement in Oklahoma and Indian Territories.  Introduce the vocabulary associated with migration.  Allow the students to choose the terms that may fit the situation best and record this in their notes.

Day 2:   Introduce the Exoduster Movement. Define Exoduster. 
Read an ex-slave narrative to give the students a feel for what that person may be thinking during that period.

Assignment: Divide the class into groups of two to four.  Students are to use their geography skills and historical knowledge to complete a 2 to 3 page written summary of the movement and complete a set of questions covering their investigation of the material and resources provided.  Students must include a map and timeline. Other visuals maybe included.  Summaries may be presented in diary form as a participant, as a reporter watching the events take place, as a promoter of removal, or as a guide. 

Day 2 - 3: Students work on assignment.

Day 4 - 5:  Students will read their findings to the class for additional points.  
Assessment:

The worksheets, maps, timelines, and information will be assessed.  Rubrics will be used to assess students’ essays.  Worksheets, timelines, and maps are assessed on correct information.  Each group participant receives the group grade.

Extension and Enrichment:

Students may:

1.  Develop the African American experience of all-black towns in Oklahoma in more detail.

2. Investigate the ex-slave experience in Kansas and Oklahoma.

3. Investigate the movement of an Edward P. McCabe.

4. Continue to map the Exoduster Movement beyond Kansas and Oklahoma.
Simplification:  

Students may only study the Exoduster Movement and Nicodemus, Kansas.

Resources:
Scholarly article on “From Sodom to the Promised Land”
http://www.kancoll.org/khq/1974/74_3_dann.htm

Oklahoma Historical Society: article on Edward P. McCabe (included in lesson)
http://digital.library.okstate.edu/encyclopedia/entries/m/mc006.html

Encyclopedia of the Great Plains: article on All-Black Towns in Kansas and Oklahoma (included in lesson)
http://plainshumanities.unl.edu/encyclopedia/doc/egp.afam.006
National Park Service: background and text of the Emancipation Proclamation (included in lesson)
http://www.nps.gov/anti/historyculture/freedom.htm
Article from National Archives Prologue Magazine “Exodus to Kansas” (included in lesson)
http://www.archives.gov/publications/prologue/2008/summer/exodus.html
Educational Blog: U.S. Slave – Slavery in the new world from Africa to the Americas
http://usslave.blogspot.com/
Educational Blog: U.S. Slave – The Freedmen’s Great Exodus to Kansas
http://usslave.blogspot.com/2012/03/freedmens-great-exodus-to-kansas.html 

BlackPast.org – Article on Henry Adams, a leader of the Kansas Exodus Movement (included in lesson)
http://www.blackpast.org/aah/adams-henry-1843
HubPages – Article on “Pap” Singleton’s Kansas Colony (included in lesson)
http://s-leretseh.hubpages.com/hub/Pap-Singletons-Kansas-Colony-For-Africa-Americans
Kansas Historical Society/Kansas Memory Blog – Exoduster Letters
http://www.kansasmemory.org/blog/post/21795324
Library of Congress: The African-American Mosaic – Article on Nicodemus, Kansas, with maps and photographs from 1880s to1983
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/african/afam010.html
Kansas Travel: information on Nicodemus, Kansas today (included in lesson)
http://kansastravel.org/nicodemus.htm
Wikispaces: Homesteader Blog – Impact of Homestead Ace of 1862 on Exoduster Movement (included in lesson)
http://homesteader.wikispaces.com/The+Homestead+Act 

 


Rubric for grading Essay
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Assessing Your Work - Rubric for Working in a Group 



Student Researcher: _____________________ 

Partners: _____________________ _____________________ _____________________ 

	
	Exceeds Expectations
	Meets Expectations
	Does Not Meet Expectations
	Score

	Points Earned
	3
	2
	1 or 0
	

	Engages in group effort
	 Regular, enthusiastic participation
	 Regular participation
	 Little or no participation
	 

	 Assumes/delegates responsibility
	 Organizes and plans tasks
	 Cooperative; accepts tasks
	 Uncooperative; accepts few or no tasks
	 

	 Follows through on group tasks
	Goes beyond assignments/tasks
	 Completes assignments/tasks
	 Completes few or no assignments/tasks
	 

	 Follows through on individual tasks
	Goes beyond assignments/tasks
	 Completes assignments/tasks
	 Completes few or no assignments/tasks
	 

	 Helps others with asssignments
	 Offers assistance
	 Assists when asked
	 Little or no assistance
	 

	 Participates in class discussions and activities
	Volunteers suggestions or answers
	Participates when asked
	 Little or no participation
	 

	
	
	
	
TOTAL SCORE
 
	 


COMMENTS:           

C:\Documents and Settings\costco\Desktop\GEOGRAPHY\worksheets\Rubric Working in a Group.mht
Teacher Rubric for Group Work
Your teacher will use this rubric to evaluate your group's work as a team.
 

Team members: ______________________________________________________
 

 

	 
	Beginning
 

1 point
	Developing
 

2 points
	Accomplished
 

3 points
	Exemplary
 

4 points
 

	 

Contribution
	One or more members do not contribute.
	All members contribute, but some contribute more than others.
 
	All members contribute equally.
	All members contribute equally, and some even contribute more than was required.

	 

Cooperation
	Teacher intervention needed often to help group cooperate.
 
	Members work well together some of the time. Some teacher intervention needed.
 
	Members work well together most of the time.
 
	All members work well together all of the time; assist others when needed.
 

	 

On task
	Team needs frequent teacher reminders to get on task.
 
	Team is on task some of the time. Needs teacher reminders.
 
	Team is on task most of the time. Does not need any teacher reminders.
 

 
	Team is on task all of the time.
Does not need any teacher reminders.

	 

Communication
	Members need frequent teacher intervention to listen to each other and speak to each other appropriately.
 

 
	Members need some teacher intervention to be able to listen to each other and speak to each other appropriately.
 
	All members listen to each other and speak to each other in equal amounts.
	Each member listens well to other members. Each member speaks in friendly and encouraging tones.
 


 

                    Total points ________

C:\Documents and Settings\costco\Desktop\GEOGRAPHY\worksheets\Teacher Rubric.mht

McCABE, EDWARD P. (1850-1920) 
http://digital.library.okstate.edu/encyclopedia/entries/m/mc006.html
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As a land developer and speculator, a lawyer, an immigration promoter, a newspaper owner, and a politician, E. P. McCabe was an important contributor to the Oklahoma scene. Oklahoma Territory was a late-nineteenth-century place of dreams for hundreds of thousands of Americans and recent immigrants. It was a place of myth and reality, then. For African Americans who were still pursuing the fulfillment of a promise they believed had been made to them during and immediately after the Civil War, Oklahoma had special, perhaps even urgent appeal. Edward (or Edwin) P. (Preston?) McCabe was one of the African Americans who came to the territory in search not only of his dream but the dream of countless others. What made his story special was that he dreamed bigger than the average person, and because he did, the shock of reality probably hurt him more. 

McCabe was born in Troy, New York, but spent his most important years in Topeka, Kansas. Trained lawyer, land speculator, town builder, and state auditor, he led black Oklahomans for a flash of time. Like a hand-held sparkler on New Year's eve, he beamed and glowed, commanded attention, then faded, almost without a trace. He came to Oklahoma in 1890, and until he left for good in 1908 he personified the dwindling hopes of African Americans at the hands of a race-conscious America. 

McCabe's personal life seems to have escaped detection. He was born into what appears to have been a small, racially mixed family. His complexion was quite light. Like his fellow New Yorker W. E. B. DuBois, this brought him advantages and certainly disadvantages in a racist society. For most of his early years McCabe and his small family continually moved--from New York to Massachusetts, to Rhode Island, and then finally to Chicago during the 1860s. He received an education in law there and migrated to Kansas in the April 1878, just in time to get caught up in the "Exoduster" dream of establishing All-Black towns. 

McCabe was closely identified with Nicodemus, Kansas, near which he settled as a farmer and attorney. A Republican activist, he was elected to office as a clerk in Graham County, Kansas, the county seat of Nicodemus. His connections, his charm, and his light skin served him well, at least for a while. He was twice elected a state auditor, until 1886 when racism surfaced to turn him out of office. After working for the state's leading Republicans in the election of 1888, he unsuccessfully sought the position of register of the Kansas treasury in 1889. 

After going to Washington to solicit newly elected Pres. Benjamin Harrison to champion African American voting and civil rights, McCabe came to Guthrie in 1890. Kansas Republican Preston Plumb doubtless encouraged him to organize the black community. The Oklahoma Immigration Association in Topeka encouraged territorial black settlement, and the association's president, black newspaperman H. W. Rolfe, and secretary, W. L. Eagleson, persuaded their friend McCabe to go south. 

For a while, it appeared that there would be a large contingent of black settlers in Oklahoma and that McCabe would be their leader. The prospect generated hate and fear among white settlers and many American Indians. Even before McCabe arrived, it had been charged that Plumb planned to encourage the creation of a black state. McCabe's connections to Plumb and the Oklahoma Immigration Association seemed to confirm this suspicion. Much nearer to the truth, probably, was that these Kansas Republicans, black and white, hoped to create Republican sympathies in the territory and planned to use black settlers to help achieve it. 

McCabe was not an especially effective leader of African American Oklahomans, as he never separated himself enough from his personal ambitions to stay with the black cause or to alleviate white fears. His successes were measured in small increments, except for one, the establishment of Oklahoma Colored Agricultural and Normal College, now Langston University. In 1890 McCabe, in partnership with a white land developer, Charles H. Robbins, helped establish the township of Langston. He had launched the Langston City Herald in October to promote his plans, but he seemed far more interested in promoting further expansion through the Afro-American Colonization Company of Guthrie, in land speculation, and in his own political career. 

For a brief while McCabe recaptured the ground he had lost in Kansas. He was appointed Logan County's first treasurer. He then became the secretary of the Territorial Assembly. His modest success led him away from Langston. He sold his City Herald in early 1891 and, many speculated, began to plan his move to make Oklahoma an "all-black state." Eagleson had helped make the claim believable when he said publically that if President Harrison really wanted to show his concern for blacks then he would appoint "Mac" governor. 

McCabe's fortunes began to decline rapidly even before the year was over. His political allies left him. Preston Plumb died. In 1892 the Democrats defined racial issues along party lines and began forcing Republicans to rethink their strategies. At the Democrats' convention in Kingfisher, home of Republican Gov. Abraham J. Seay, the party loyals declared that theirs was a party of white supremacy. 

Circumstances allowed McCabe to recover and make a major contribution to the lives and future of black Oklahomans. Despite the Republican party's drift to racial discrimination, even against black Republicans, McCabe remained steadfast and still encouraged African Americans to vote Republican. In 1894 the Republican League selected him its secretary. When the Republican-dominated Territorial Assembly met in 1895, they appointed McCabe chief clerk. Two years later, when Republican Cassius M. Barnes became Governor, McCabe was presented with an opportunity for his greatest contribution to black Oklahomans. 

On March 12, 1897, the legislature passed a bill to establish the Colored Agricultural and Normal College of the Territory of Oklahoma. McCabe's old allies granted the land on which to locate the school. The 1896 Plessy v. Ferguson decision, which established the doctrine of separate but equal facilities, had helped give birth to the territory's and eventually the state's only lasting black university. 

Plessy v. Ferguson also gave McCabe his last opportunity to serve Oklahoma blacks. McCabe served as assistant auditor of the territory under governors Barnes, Thompson Ferguson, William Jenkins, and Frank Frantz but lost his position, never to regain it, when the Democrats seized power at 1907 statehood. Black protest against statehood failed, and segregation immediately became state law. 

McCabe had already begun to withdraw by then. His name never appears among those who attended social functions at Langston University. He must have been struggling for some identity, however, as in 1908 he carried a case to the U.S. Supreme Court, arguing that separate cars on railroads violated the 1906 Enabling Act, which stated that "there shall be no distinction on account of race, color or previous condition of servitude. . . ." The Court upheld the Jim Crow law stating, that Oklahoma was admitted to the Union on an equal footing with the original states and could enact laws not in conflict with the Constitution of the United States. The Court also held that it was not an infraction of the Fourteenth Amendment for a state to require separate, but equal, accommodations for the two races. 

Sometime after that, certainly by September 1908, McCabe left Oklahoma, perhaps for Chicago. Land records at Guthrie indicate that he sold land holdings and must have transferred ownership to his wife. She remained in Oklahoma, alone. Her name appears on several land records indicating that she had sold mineral rights on lands in her possession for as little as fifty dollars. 

McCabe died in Chicago in 1920, and his body was returned to Topeka for burial. Tragically, few people took notice. McCabe had years before drifted into obscurity, much as had black dreams of racial equality.














ALL-BLACK TOWNS
http://plainshumanities.unl.edu/encyclopedia/doc/egp.afam.006
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Town council, Boley, Oklahoma, ca. 1907–10


African Americans left the South for the "promised land" of the West in ever-increasing numbers after the Civil War. Economic hardship, racial violence, and intolerance prompted this vast migration from states such as Mississippi, Louisiana, Tennessee, Texas, and Arkansas. With leadership from Pap Singleton and Henry Adams, the "Exodusters" settled mainly in Kansas in 1879–80, though the movement had began a few years earlier and lasted into the next decade. The opportunity to own land attracted many of these people to the Great Plains. Reports directed back to the South claimed that landownership was a simple and cheap prospect.

By 1881 African Americans emigrants had established twelve agricultural colonies in Kansas: Nicodemus, Hodgeman, Morton City, Dunlap, Kansas City–area Colony, Parsons, Wabaunsee, Summit Township, Topeka-area Colony, Burlington, Little Coney, and the Daniel Votaw Colony. Another settlement, the Singleton Colony, seems to have never really been a viable community. Many of the other colonies lasted only a few years. The town of Nicodemus, on the other hand, founded a few years before the large exodus, prospered into the twentieth century. African Americans also established colonies in Nebraska, including the town of Dewitty. They migrated to western New Mexico, too, creating settlements such as Blackdom and Dora. Oliver Toussaint Jackson established the settlement of Dearfield, Colorado, in 1910, one of the last African American Plains agricultural communities. Many African Americans dispersed elsewhere throughout the Plains; most worked the land like their white counterparts.

During a fifty-five-year period following the end of the Civil War, African Americans built more than fifty identifiable communities in Oklahoma. Some sprouted and quickly vanished; others still survive. Achieving freedom after the Civil War, former slaves of the Cherokees, Creeks, Seminoles, Chickasaws, and Choctaws also formed towns in Indian Territory. When the U.S. government allotted land to individual Native Americans, most Indian "freedman" chose land next to other African Americans. Their farming communities sheltered self-governed economic and social institutions, including businesses, schools, and churches. Enterprising businessmen set up every imaginable kind of business, including publishing concerns whose newspapers advertised in the South for settlers.

More African Americans settled in Oklahoma Territory with the land run of 1889, which ordered "free land" to non-Indians. E. P. McCabe, former state auditor of Kansas, helped found the all-black town of Langston. By means of the Langston City Herald, which his traveling agents circulated around the South, he and other leaders hoped to bring in large numbers of African Americans whose growing political power would secure their prosperity and safety. McCabe never accomplished his goal of creating an African American state. Nevertheless, dozens of black communities sprouted and flourished in the rich topsoil of the new territory and, after 1907, the new state.

In Oklahoma and Kansas, African Americans lived relatively free from the prejudices and brutality common in racially mixed communities of the Midwest and the South. Cohesive all-black settlements offered residents the security of depending on neighbors for financial assistance and the economic opportunity provided by access to open markets for their crops.

Marshalltown, North Fork Colored, Canadian Town, and Arkansas Colored existed as early as the 1860s in Indian Territory. Other Indian Territory towns that no longer exist include Sanders, Mabelle, Wiley, Homer, Huttonville, Lee, and Rentie. Among the Oklahoma Territory towns that no longer exist are Lincoln, Cimarron City, Bailey, Zion, Emanuel, Udora, and Douglas in old Oklahoma Territory. Surviving towns include Boley, Brooksville, Clearview, Grayson, Langston, Lima, Redbird, Rentiesville, Summit, Taft, Tatums, Tullahassee, and Vernon. Boley, the largest and most renowned of these was twice inspected by African American educator Booker T. Washington, who lauded the town in Outlook Magazine in 1908.

Immediately after statehood in 1907 the Oklahoma legislature passed Jim Crow laws, and many African Americans became disenchanted with the new state. A large contingent relocated to western Canada, forming colonies such as Amber Valley, Alberta, and Maidstone, Saskatchewan. Another exodus of African Americans from the United States occurred with the "Back to Africa" movements of the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. A large group of Oklahomans joined the illfated Chief Sam expedition to Africa. Other Plains African Americans migrated to colonies in Mexico.

The collapse of the American farm economy in the 1920s and the advent of the Great Depression in 1929 spelled the end for most all-black communities. The all-black towns were, for the most part, small agricultural centers that gave nearby African American farmers a market for their cotton and other crops. The Depression devastated these towns, and residents moved west or migrated to metropolises where jobs might be found. Black towns dwindled to only a few residents.

As population dwindled, so too did the tax base. In the 1930s many railroads failed, isolating small towns from regional and national markets. This spelled the end of many of the black towns. During the Depression, whites denied credit to African Americans, creating an almost impossible situation for black farmers and businessmen. Even Boley, one of the most successful towns, declared bankruptcy in 1939. Today, only a few all-black towns survive, but their legacy of economic and political freedom is well remembered.

Larry O'Dell Oklahoma Historical Society
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Freedom at Antietam
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	As the glowing sun set over the bloody fields of Antietam, the Civil War became a different war. Five days after the battle, armed with pen and paper, Abraham Lincoln changed the war when he issued the Emancipation Proclamation.

The proclamation reflected Lincoln's new way of thinking about the conflict. Until this time, it was seen as a rebellion, a fight to preserve the Union without touching slavery. Now Lincoln was threatening to crush the Confederacy by destroying slavery, the basis of its economy and society. Now the North was waging a moral crusade to free the slaves.

While the Emancipation Proclamation reflected Lincoln's high-minded morality, the president was under great pressure to act. Congress was urging emancipation. Escaped slaves were fleeing to the Union army as it advanced in the South, complicating military operations. And the enlistment of black Americans as soldiers could give the Union's ailing war machine a much-needed boost.

Forever Free, but When?  Lincoln's preliminary proclamation, issued on September 22, 1862, declared that on New Year's Day, 1863, slaves in areas then "in rebellion against the United States shall be then, thenceforward, and forever free." For areas not deemed to be in rebellion, slavery would be unchanged.

The final proclamation, issued January 1, 1863, identified those areas "in rebellion." They included virtually all of the Confederacy, except areas controlled by the Union army. The document notably excluded the so-called border states of Maryland, Kentucky, and Missouri, where slavery existed side by side with Unionist sentiment. In areas where the U.S. government had authority, such as Maryland and much of Tennessee, slavery went untouched. In areas where slaves were declared free--most of the South--the federal government had no effective authority.

By the summer of 1862, Congress was pushing hard for emancipation. Now Lincoln's proclamation, a vital step on the gradual path to freedom for American slaves, articulated emancipation as the government's new policy.

Although his famous proclamation did not immediately free a single slave, black Americans saw Lincoln as a savior. Official legal freedom for the slaves came in December 1865 with the ratification of the 13th Amendment to the Constitution abolishing slavery.

Political Tightrope  Like everything else in Lincoln's administration, the slavery issue was fraught with political pitfalls. On one hand, Lincoln was under pressure to attack slavery from Congress and from some of his own generals.

But Lincoln was beholden to the Union border states of Maryland, Kentucky and Missouri, where some slaveowners were loyal Union men. Lincoln was afraid to seize their private property (their slaves) and lose those states to the Confederacy, so he exempted them from his Emancipation Proclamation.

The timing of the proclamation was also political. Lincoln penned his first copy in July 1862, when Union armies were losing one battle after another. But Secretary of State William Seward persuaded Lincoln that emancipation then would look like the "last measure of an exhausted government . . . stretching forth its hands to . . . Ethiopia, instead of Ethiopia stretching forth her hands to the government." (In the mid-19th century, black Americans were sometimes called Ethiopians.)

So Lincoln decided to wait for a victory on the battlefield. Antietam gave him his opportunity.
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Military Necessity  After the proclamation, Union troops became an army of liberation as they advanced in the South. During the war, one out of every seven Confederate slaves (about 500,000) escaped to the Union army. The South was thus deprived of desperately needed labor to till fields, build forts and fix railroads.

The Emancipation Proclamation also paved the way for the enlistment of black Americans as soldiers. During the summer of 1862, as Lincoln pondered emancipation, the North was facing a shortage of soldiers. Lincoln even offered volunteers enlistments for only nine months instead of the usual three years, hoping that a shorter enlistment would attract more recruits. One solution: Enlist black Americans, whether free men from the North or freed slaves from the South.

Despite deep and widespread prejudice, the Union began recruiting black Americans in earnest in early 1863. Believed to be physically and spiritually unfit as fighting men, they were initially confined to non-combat jobs. However, African-American soldiers proved their mettle on the battlefield. They distinguished themselves in May 1863 when they bravely attacked across open ground against Port Hudson on the Mississippi River in Louisiana. A month later, black troops made another valiant charge when they stormed Fort Wagner near Charleston, S.C. This Famous attack was depicted in the movie "Glory."

About 186,000 African-Americans served in the Union army making up about nine percent of Union army forces. The North’s advantage in military manpower was a critical factor in its victory in the Civil War. Some northerners supported Lincoln’s measure on moral grounds. But many endorsed emancipation because they favored any action that would help defeat the enemy and end the war.
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Exodus to Kansas 

The 1880 Senate Investigation of the Beginnings of the 

African American Migration from the South
By Damani Davis
In the spring of 1879, thousands of colored people, unable longer to endure the intolerable hardships, injustice, and suffering inflicted upon them by a class of Democrats in the South, had, in utter despair, fled panic-stricken from their homes and sought protection among strangers in a strange land. Homeless, penniless, and in rags, these poor people were thronging the wharves of Saint Louis, crowding the steamers on the Mississippi River, and in pitiable destitution throwing themselves upon the charity of Kansas. Thousands more were congregating along the banks of the Mississippi River, hailing the passing steamers, and imploring them for a passage to the land of freedom, where the rights of citizens are respected and honest toil rewarded by honest compensation. The newspapers were filled with accounts of their destitution, and the very air was burdened with the cry of distress from a class of American citizens flying from persecutions which they could no longer endure.1
This quotation is from the minority report of an 1880 Senate committee appointed to investigate the causes of a mass black migration from the South during the 1870s. For African Americans, the "redemption" of the South by former Confederates after the 1876 presidential election resulted in political disfranchisement, economic repression, and relentless terror. The joyful exuberance and hope evident among the "freedmen" at the end of the Civil War—and during the heady days of Reconstruction and African American political participation—had been dashed. Many black southerners sought to escape this predicament by leaving the region and migrating to states in the North and Midwest. Chief among these destinations was Kansas.
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Larger Version
Benjamin Singleton printed handbills to attract black settlers to Kansas. (Library of Congress)

Because of its history as the home state of abolitionist John Brown and the site of fervent "free state" sentiments during the antebellum period, black southerners viewed Kansas as a place of refuge. Many African Americans believed that Kansas was a unique state where they would be allowed to freely exercise their rights as American citizens, gain true political freedom, and have the opportunity to achieve economic self-sufficiency. These romanticized ideas of Kansas, along with the continued deterioration of their lives in the South, produced a sudden exodus. This "Kansas Exodus," also referred to as the "Exoduster" movement, represents the first major episode in an extensive history of voluntary mass migration among African Americans.

The testimony documented in the 1880 Senate investigation has a value similar to the interviews recorded in the Works Progress Administration's (WPA) slave narratives. Whereas the slave narratives revealed the perceptions of the last generation of blacks who lived under slavery, the testimony voiced by witnesses in the Senate investigation provide first-hand accounts of the experiences and concerns of the first generation of freed blacks. Much of the testimony graphically illustrates the violence and oppression used to disfranchise and intimidate black voters during the South's "redemption." The testimony also reveals the beginnings of the social, political, and economic conditions that caused the Exodusters, as well as future generations of black southerners, to migrate.

This unexpected wave of migration from the South generated considerable public attention and concern throughout the nation. Many white southerners charged that northern agitators were luring away their black labor for political purposes, while northern politicians countered that the oppression of black southerners by their white neighbors was the cause. To resolve the issue, the Senate passed a resolution in December of 1879 stating:

Whereas large numbers of negroes from the Southern States are emigrating to the Northern States; and,

Whereas it is currently alleged that they are induced to do so by the unjust and cruel conduct of their white fellow-citizens towards them in the South, and by the denial or abridgment of their personal and political rights and privileges: Therefore,

Be it resolved, That a committee of five members of this body be appointed by its presiding officer, whose duty it shall be to investigate the causes which have led to the aforesaid emigration, and to report the same to the Senate; and said committee shall have power to send for persons and papers, and to sit at any time.

The resulting committee, consisting of three Democratic senators (Chairman Daniel W. Voorhees of Indiana, Zebulon B. Vance of North Carolina, and George H. Pendleton of Ohio) and two Republican senators (William Windom of Minnesota and Henry W. Blair of New Hampshire), began to receive testimony on January 19, 1880.

The committee interviewed 153 black and white witnesses from North Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, Texas, Missouri, Kansas, and Indiana. Many of these witnesses augmented their personal testimony with affidavits, letters, and other forms of evidence provided by members of their local communities who were not called to testify.

The black witnesses came from a variety of social and economic backgrounds, revealing a level of class stratification that had developed in the black community soon after slavery. Several of these witnesses were members of the early educated professional class of African Americans—such as John Wesley Cromwell, a lawyer, teacher, journalist, and publisher in Washington, D.C.; O.S.B. Wall, a lawyer, former Freedmen's Bureau agent, and colonel in the U.S. Army during the Civil War; Charles N. Otey, an editor, publisher, and teacher at Howard University; and Phillip Joseph, a journalist from Alabama. Other witnesses had served as some of the first black elected officials during Reconstruction, such as James O'Hara of North Carolina and James T. Rapier of Alabama, who had served as congressmen in the House of Representatives. George T. Ruby, a former teacher and Freedmen's Bureau agent served as a state senator in Texas before that state's "redemption." Similarly, William Murrell and John Henri Burch both served as elected officials in Louisiana until that state was also "redeemed" by former Confederates. Information on some of the other black witnesses indicates that they had become successful land owners, entrepreneurs, and clergymen in North Carolina, Louisiana, and other states.

Men such as these, who had successfully attained education, property, or professional status—many of them either born or educated in the North—were viewed as the natural and expected leaders of the uneducated masses. Most of the general American public, and many in the African American community, assumed that the masses of freed blacks in the South were childlike, did not know what was best for them, and required supervision and guidance from their white superiors, or at least the from the educated class of officially recognized black leaders. Though not always based on any malicious sense of inherent superiority, many African American elites generally accepted that blacks of the uneducated class were susceptible to deception and exploitation due to their ignorance or pitiable lack of knowledge.

This perception led many among the educated black elite in the South, and national leaders such as Frederick Douglass, to vehemently oppose the exodus movement and argue that it was best for the black laborers to remain in the South. Still hoping that the federal government would provide some type of protection, these spokespersons believed that blacks stood a greater chance of regaining political power and achieving economic prosperity in the South because the majority of the nation's African American population was already concentrated in that region. Many of the black laborers and plantation workers, however, concluded that the quality of their lives had become so bleak that fleeing the South to a new land was their only hope.

Thus the Kansas Exodus was an inconvenient blow to both whites, who expected the masses of black workers in the South to quietly conform to their new role as a cheap, compliant labor force, and to African American elites, who expected them to blindly follow the dictates of the official "black leadership" and the Republican Party. It also challenged the idea that freed blacks were incapable of intelligently assessing their own predicament, drawing their own conclusions, and taking action to improve their situation. No member of the educated elite segment of the black community directly organized or led the Exoduster movement. This grassroots movement, generated by indigenous leaders among the masses of black sharecroppers and tenant farmers, sought the full benefits of freedom.

Two of the most prominent figures to emerge as leaders of this movement were Benjamin Singleton of Tennessee and Henry Adams of Louisiana. Neither of these men was formally educated, but both were highly respected for their leadership qualities and ability to organize. They both led organizations in their respective states that promoted migration from the South.

Benjamin Singleton was well known and respected in his Tennessee community as a skilled carpenter, cabinetmaker, and undertaker. During slavery, he ran away several times and finally escaped to Canada via the Underground Railroad and later moved to Detroit. After the Civil War, Singleton returned to Tennessee, where he resumed his craft as a carpenter and maker of cabinets and coffins. Working as an undertaker, he saw the results of violence on African Americans by former Confederates. He also resented white landowners who consistently cheated and exploited their black sharecroppers. In 1869 Singleton founded the Tennessee Real Estate & Homestead Association and began to organize blacks in his state to form colonies and settle in Kansas.3
As an Army veteran in Louisiana, Henry Adams garnered the esteem that many blacks held for men who had served in the military. Whites in his community respected him as a highly intelligent and skilled worker. He also had a strong reputation among both whites and blacks as a proficient and skilled folk doctor or natural healer. In his testimony to the committee, Adams stated that he had no formal education but had learned to read and write. After leaving the Army, Adams joined with other black veterans and formed a semisecret organization of about 500 men called the "Colored Men's Protective Union." The group proposed to look to "look into [the] affairs and see the true condition of our race, to see whether it [is] possible [that] we could stay under a people who had held us in bondage, or not." They selected members to travel to various states in the Deep South, work among the field laborers, determine the quality of their lives, and "see whether there was any state in the South" where blacks "could get a living and enjoy [their] rights." They concluded that the resurgence of the ex-Confederates was so pervasive that blacks could no longer remain in the South.4
They formed a new organization called the "Colonization Council" and decided that they would first appeal to President Rutherford B. Hayes and Congress to help them "out of their distress and protect" their civil rights and constitutional privileges. If that failed, Adams recommended they ask the federal government to "set apart a territory in the United States for [them], somewhere where [they] could go and live with [their] families." If the government failed or refused to do that, their final idea was to "ask for an appropriation of money to ship us all to Liberia, in Africa; somewhere where we could live in peace and quiet."5 Adams presented the Senate committee a copy of the letter to the President with all three of the resolutions included. Adams's organization succeeded in getting over 98,000 names of blacks who were interested in emigrating from the South. Most of names were from Louisiana, Texas, and Arkansas, with a minority from Mississippi, Alabama, and a few other states.6
Besides the apparent historical value of Henry Adams's interview, there is also much information of potential genealogical value. His recorded testimony includes an extensive list of statements, affidavits, and memoranda that was compiled by the Colonization Council, including the names of nearly 700 black Louisianans who were the victims of various forms of violent terrorism. The list includes each individual's name, the parish in which the victim resided, and a description of each incident.7
Another example of how valuable information can be casually presented throughout the recorded interviews is illustrated by the testimony of John O'Kelly, a black property owner and businessman from North Carolina.

Q: Where is your residence?

A: Raleigh, North Carolina.

Q: What is your profession or business?

A: I am doing a livery business.

Q: Do you own any property, real estate?

A: Yes, sir; I own some outside of the corporation of the town, and I have got a house and home.

Q: You were formerly a slave?

A: Yes, sir; I used to belong to General Cox.

Q: How much property at a round guess are you worth now?

A: I don't know, sir; but I would not tonight take less than $5,000 for what I have got.

Q: Have you made all that as a free man?

A: Yes, sir; I had nothing at the time of the surrender.8
In this brief exchange, information on O'Kelly's city of residence, form of employment, ownership of property and its worth, former slave status, and the name of his former slave owner are all revealed.

A further illustration of how genealogically relevant information can be presented in the investigation is shown by the interview of Julius A. Bonitz, a white newspaper editor from North Carolina, whose intent was to prove that blacks were not oppressed but were actually prospering in his state:

I know a colored man living near Mount Olive, twelve miles from Goldsboro [Wake County, North Carolina], who is the owner of three hundred and sixteen acres of land. His name is Calvin Simmons. He has, within the last year or two, finished paying for the plantation. He bought it some years ago, on long time, at the rate of ten dollars an acre. He paid for it himself—and his boys—with what they raised off from it. More than that, I have got it from his own mouth that he cleared, within the last year, nearly five hundred dollars on his crop. I don't remember the exact number of years it has taken him to pay for it. I know a number of instances in which colored men have bought lands upon the same terms, and paid for them, and now have them for homes of their own. In my own town there is a man named William Bernard, who owns a fine house and lot. Not long ago I offered him a thousand dollars for his place; but he refused it, on the ground that he did not need the money. It is well located, a valuable piece, and increasing in value every year.9
The first individual mentioned in Bonitz's testimony is a Calvin Simmons. The 1900 census for North Carolina confirms that there was a Calvin Simmons who fits the description.10 There is, however, a discrepancy whether Simmons owned or rented his land and home. The census record does not record him as the owner of his property or house. This evidence still does not mean that Bonitz's testimony is untrue, for the data recorded by census takers could be inaccurate. The census for William Bernard, however, confirms Bonitz's testimony. William Bernard is listed as the head of a family and owner of a house and property that was fully paid for.11
Although census records are not always accurate, they can provide basic data that lead to other more useful records. For instance, Henry Stewart was a resident of Dunlap Village in Morris County, Kansas, which was one among several all-black colonies founded in Kansas during the exodus. The 1880 census lists Stewart, his wife, Arrenes, and his daughter Eliza living on a farm in the Dunlap Village colony, although this particular census did not record whether property was owned by the inhabitants.12
To determine the Stewart family's status in regards to land ownership, the researcher could search and locate them in the "land entry case files" for Kansas. To achieve this, the researcher needs the legal description of the ancestor's land. The researcher can obtain the legal description by writing to the county courthouse with the name of the settler, location, and date. The researcher can also write to the National Archives and request Form 84, "Land Entry Records."
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Larger Version
This letter written by Zachary Fletcher to the Pension Office verified his age and provided other vital information that was required to prove that he had served in the military and qualified for a pension. (Records of the Department of Veterans Affairs, RG 15)
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Larger Version
Page two of Zachary Fletcher's letter to the Pension Office. (Records of the Department of Veterans Affairs, RG 15)
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Larger Version
Page three of Zachary Fletcher's letter to the Pension Office. (Records of the Department of Veterans Affairs, RG 15)

Zachary T. Fletcher's land files also reveal a great deal about his family. The Fletchers settled in Nicodemus, Kansas—another of the Exoduster colonies. Zachary, his wife, Jenny Smith Fletcher, and their two children, Thomas and Joseph, are listed in the 1880 census records for Nicodemus Township in Graham County, Kansas. Within Zachary Fletcher's land case files are copies of his original "homestead affidavit" and the "final proof" letter on which he describes the date of his settlement and the improvements that he had made on the land, which consisted of a "dugout," a "stone house" under construction, and 50 acres of braking. He also reveals that he was the town's "Post Master" and an Army veteran who had served as a private under Capt. John Cook, Company B, Eighth Regiment of the United States Colored Artillery. To confirm his statements, Fletcher provided copies of his postmaster's certificate and a soldier's certificate verifying that he had served in the Army and was honorably discharged on February 10, 1866, at Victoria, Texas.13
Fletcher's military service records and pension file describe him as age 18 when he enlisted in 1864, height 5' 6?, dark complexioned, and born in McCracken County, Kentucky, where had worked as a farmer. The service records also confirm that he had "mustered out" or was discharged at Victoria, Texas in1866.14 The pension file contains an autobiographical letter that Fletcher wrote to verify his age and provide other vital information that was required to prove that he was the person who had served in the military and legitimately earned the pension. In his letter, Fletcher states:

Your honor, My Dear Sir,
I being raised a slave, I have no record of my age, and if there is any, I do not know anything of it. My first master was a batchler, and he died when I was a baby, and willed all of his slaves to his sister Mary, who had married a man by the name of Anthony Robb; . . . she died in a few years, and we was all divvied out with her children . . . and we never all got together untill after the war. [I]n the year 1856–57, I was bound out to a man by the name of Isaac Davis as a race rider. He died in 1863. I stayed with his family until June 1864 at which time I joined the Army, and two days later, my mistress (Mrs. Ellen Davis) came in to my camp and tryed to get me out on the grounds that I would not be 19 years old until the 12th of August of the same year. But as I had on my uniform & had been sworn in she could not get me out.

Next I went back to see my father, just before he died in 1913 and he told me that I was [born] Aug 12 / [18]45, the same year that Zachary Taylor fough[t] the Mexican war, and that my master Robert Fletcher being of the same political party named me after him—Zachary Taylor Fletcher. The above is the best mostly that I can give you of my age, as all my old white people and all of my brothers and sisters of 10 are dead. Mother died when I was 9 years old and my father died 3 years ago at the age of 93.

We colored slaves [k]new nothing of [the] census and . . . all of the above acts was in McCracken Co Ky, 5 miles west of Paducky [Paducah].15
The Kansas Exodus, as demonstrated by these diverse documents held at the National Archives, is a clear example of how federal records related to a known historical event can be used to find genealogical information. Genealogical researchers must be highly imaginative in their quest to find information on their ancestors. This applies especially to those researching African Americans since such information is often found in less conventional sources. An adequate knowledge of history can help steer the researcher to these potential sources.
Adams, Henry [Louisiana] (1843 - ?)

http://www.blackpast.org/aah/adams-henry-1843

Henry Adams was a Louisiana leader who advocated the emigration of southern freed blacks to Liberia after emancipation. Born a slave in Newton County, Georgia on March 16, 1843, Henry Adams was originally born as Henry Houston but changed his name at the age of seven.  His enslaved family was relocated to Louisiana in 1850 and lived there until 1861. 

Adams married a woman named Malinda during his enslavement and the couple had four children. Unlike most enslaved people, Adams and his wife were able to acquire property during the Civil War. 

After the war Adams moved to DeSoto Parish in Louisiana where he started a successful peddling business.  Adams eventually became a merchant but in 1866 at the age of 23 he enlisted in the U.S. Army.  Adams was discharged in September 1869 after rising to the rank of quartermaster sergeant.  Adams learned to read and write in the Army, providing him a measure of self-confidence that encouraged his leadership of other ex-slaves once he returned to civilian life.

In 1870 Adams organized black Louisiana veterans in the Shreveport area into a group known as “the Committee.”  Numbering about 500 men -- including 150 who traveled across northwest Louisiana working with Republican politicians and encouraged black men to vote -- the Committee worked for full political rights for African Americans. Adams lost jobs because of his involvment with the organization but he continued to press for political reforms. 

In the summer of 1874, the Louisiana Governor William Pitt Kellogg, a Republican, and the Committee made a request for federal troops to intervene in areas of northwest Louisiana where the White League, a terrorist organization, had taken control.  President Ulysses S. Grant responded by sending the U.S. Seventh Cavalry to Shreveport.  While the Seventh Cavalry operated in Shreveport, Adams gained employment as an undercover scout in 1875.

During this period Adams also traveled to New Orleans to meet with black delegates who advocated emigration from the United States to Liberia.  These leaders, who called themselves the Colonization Council, were convinced that African Americans would never have full citizenship rights.  Persuaded by their ideas, Adams joined the organization.

The end of Reconstruction in Louisiana, following the Presidential Election compromise of 1876, brought the Democrats back into power in the state.  It also presented the Colonization Council with a new political environment that made their goals more attractive to Louisiana blacks. In 1877, during one of the Council’s meetings, Adams made his first public speech advocating the emigration of African Americans from the South.  The Colonization Council then drew up a petition and circulated it at their subsequent meetings.  According to Adams, over 98,000 men, women, and children signed the petitions.  In September 1877, Adams sent the petition to President Hayes, but was denied federal funds to help the migration.  Support for the movement began to wane as members of the Colonization Council lost interest, fell into deeper poverty, and returned to their farming jobs. 

In the Spring of 1879 the Kansas Exodus swept across Louisiana and Mississippi.  Adams quickly shifted the focus of the Colonization Council to Kansas and encouraged blacks to migrate there.  Adams never visted Kansas.  However, in 1880 he traveled to Washington, D.C. to give testimony before a U.S. Senate Committee on the migration and continuing emigration sentiment, both of which he blamed on anti-black terror in the South. 

Henry Adams dropped out of sight in 1884. The efforts of Adams and the Colonization Council were not unrewarded.  Over the next three decades, more than 11,000 southern blacks settled in Liberia.  It is unclear if Henry Adams was among them. 

"Pap" Singleton's Kansas Colony For Africa-Americans

http://s-leretseh.hubpages.com/hub/Pap-Singletons-Kansas-Colony-For-Africa-Americans
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"Pap" Singleton’s Kansas Colony - At Least They Tried

Benjamin "Pap" Singleton was born in Tennessee between 1806 and 1809 and was a mulatto Negro (his biological father was white, his mother a slave). According to Singleton (he would have to be the only source), he escaped his American master in 1846 and then fled North. He claimed to have lived in Detroit and even in Canada, though neither can be verified. It is also said that he helped other Negroes escape slavery. However, this also cannot be verified by any independent source. What we do know about Singleton is that he was in Tennessee when the Union army arrived in 1862 (it could very well be [in fact, likely] that Singleton had never left Tennessee and it was the Union army that set him free). Nothing remarkable seems to have occurred in Singleton's long life up until 1874 when, at the ripe old age of 64 (or 67 if he was born in 1806), and without the ability to read or write, he went into business with another Negro, a clergyman by the name of Columbus M. Johnson. Together they formed the Edgefield Real Estate Association.

The stated purpose of Singleton and Johnson's enterprise was to lure Negroes to Kansas, though they were also interested in making a profit (they charged $5.00 a person for their expedition). Singleton’s main desire, however, seemed to be more dedicated to creating an all-Negro colony, where Negroes could own their own land, be free from the American and be self-reliant. As to why Singleton wanted such a thing, he, along with probably most of his people, were apparently frustrated (angered?) by the prevailing attitude among white people after the Civil War ended, which was to require the Negro race, being a free and distinct people, to have separate living arrangements, and require the Negro men to provide for their families as well as for the wants and needs of their people. However, it must be noted that this prevailing attitude among the white populace was not in any way cruel or unusual. That is, a "distinct" people (distinct racially, linguistically or religiously from another people), all of human history demonstrated, was required to provide for their male group i.e. their people... within the structure and confines of their group. Of course, for Negro men, particularly those who were former slaves, this was a edification process that was going to take some time.

On Sept. 5th, 1877, Singleton's expedition finally left for Kansas with a total of 73 people. They eventually wound up in a place called Dunlap, which was originally part of an Indian reservation that had been seized by the U.S. government and then subsequently given to Singleton and his people as part of the Homestead Act.   Pap Singleton was beginning to realize his dream. Then, in 1879, a fabricated rumor spread across the Deep South that the U.S. government was giving the entire state of Kansas to those of African descent, along with $500 dollars (a mighty princely sum at that time). This false rumor brought thousands and thousands of Negroes pouring into Kansas (some put the number up to 10,000!), almost all possessing nothing more than a few articles of clothing and maybe a few farming tools. Naturally, the settlers did not receive $500 dollars when they arrived. However, it must be emphasized here that they basically still had what the average European man had to forge a new living off Kansas’ raw land.   For those of African descent, the Dunlap colony represented the first real opportunity to make a place in America for their very own; to be truly masters of their own destiny.   Would Singleton’s Dunlap colony survive?  Answer: In 1880 the Presbyterian Church, compelled by humanitarian desires, came in and took over (some would say rescued) Singleton’s Dunlap community. One of the first things the church recognized was missing was a place to provide education for the children (i.e. there was no school). However, the short of is, even though the church established a Freedmen’s Academy for educational needs, as well as assisted the Negroes in many of their other efforts to be self-reliant, the Dunlap settlers still failed to achieve the requirements and capabilities necessary to sustain the community. It essentially disbanded by the mid-1890s.

 Was Pap Singleton’s Dunlap colony idea predictably doomed from its start because it was maybe too ambitious of an idea? Or perhaps there were too many obstacles, human and nature, that conspired against an endeavor such as this? Let us take a quick look at another group around this time that seemed to have similar obstacles to overcome. In the 1840s, thousands of Mormons over the previous 20 years had faced persecutions because of their religious beliefs by many of their fellow Americans, including the murder of their spiritual leader (John Smith). Mormons had been forced out of New York, then Ohio, then Missouri. They settled for a brief time in Illinois but were then forced out by an armed militia. So the Mormons, in 1847, decided to leave the Midwest. They marched west, through the desert and eventually wound up in the unsettled territory of Utah. There they set up their community in this virtual wasteland and proceeded to build irrigation systems, the city of Salt Lake and, eventually, other towns as well. They even had their own currency. And they did all this even though they were effectively isolated from their racial cousins. What hardships the Mormons were required to endure seems to be no different, in fact, in many ways were more difficult, than what the Negroes endured in Kansas. Yet, one people thrived while the other gave up - and gave up almost as quickly as they started. But this is NOT to say that those of African descent who tried to carve out a place of their own in America, to attempt to be masters of their own destiny, don't deserve a great deal of credit for making the effort.

Pap Singleton's Colony idea was the first and the only attempt by any significant numbers of African-Americans in American history ... to attempt to create an autonomous living arrangement for their people. If only Singleton had chosen Florida instead of Kansas...
The Homestead Act
http://homesteader.wikispaces.com/The+Homestead+Act

The Homestead Act of 1862 is a United States federal law signed by President Abraham Lincoln on May 20, 1862. It provided that any U.S. citizen, or person planning on becoming a U.S. citizen, could file an application and lay claim to 160 acres of surveyed Government land (Archives). An applicant could not have ever borne arms against the U.S. Government and had to reside on the land for five years, during which they made a dwelling measuring 12 feet by 14 feet and improved the land (Archives). After these five years, the homesteader was eligible to file for a patent or deed of title by submitting to a local land office proof of residency and improvement (Archives). This act gave newly freed slaves the opportunity to own their own land and homes.
Following the Homestead Act of 1862, the Exoduster Movement began shortly afterwards, lasting from about 1877 to 1881. The Exoduster Movement was a migration of African Americans from the South to the West, settling the new territories of Kansas and Nebraska, as well as other states. These newly freed slaves realized that emancipation in the South did not necessarily mean equality as “black codes”, laws enacted that legalized discrimination, were created in the South, lynchings were still occurring, and economic racism and poverty were rampant.
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Southern whites who opposed the Exoduster Movement attempted to prevent the migration (Meacham 114). Even some blacks opposed the movement, such as Frederick Douglass. Douglass believed that the government should support equality for African Americans everywhere, including the South and not just the West, and believed that migrations such as these would lead African Africans into a nomadic existence (Meacham 114).

Pap Singleton, an African American, was one of the most influential leaders of the Exoduster Movement, calling himself “The Moses of the Colored Exodus” (Meacham 113). He helped to organize the Exoduster Movement and encouraged newly freed blacks to migrate West where they could truly be free. Him and his associates were responsible for the relocation of 7,432 African Americans to Kansas by 1878 (Meacham 115) and in the end, about 15,000 to 20,000 blacks were persuaded to move West (Lusted).

Although the Homestead Act offered freed blacks new opportunities, they were also forced to face many hardships and struggles. Strong winds, blizzards, prairie fires, limited water and wood supplies, and plagues of insects such as grasshoppers and locusts, which threatened crops, were just some of the physical conditions of the Frontier that these homesteaders had to endure (Archives). Many were able to make it through these harsh conditions, learning to live with them, but many others were forced away by these conditions and did not stay on the land long
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 enough to fulfill their claim to it.
	Daniel Freeman's Homestead Application
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	Daniel Freeman's Proof of Improvements


Daniel Freeman was the first person to take advantage of the opportunities provided by the Homestead Act of 1862, filing for his claim on January 1, 1863 (Archives). By 1934, over 1.6 million homestead applications had been processed and 270 million acres were given to individuals (Archives). Although the Homestead Act of 1862 did not require applicants to indicate their race, and therefore an exact number of applications filed by African Americans is unknown, thousands of newly freed men and women left the South and moved West during the Exoduster Movement to seek new opportunities and the prospect of land ownership (Potter).
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	Daniel Freeman's Certificate of Eligibility


﻿In 1976, the Homestead Act expired in all states except Alaska, where it ended in 1986 (Columbia).
Quote:
“When I landed on the soil, I looked on the ground and I says this is free ground.
Then I looked on the heavens, and I says them is free and beautiful heavens.
Then I looked within my heart, and I says to myself I wonder why I never was free before?”
-John Solomon Lewis, on his arrival in Kansas (NPS)
