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Using the Europe Giant Map to Plan a Backpacking Journey

Grade Level: Middle School

Purpose/Overview:
This is an interactive and engaging lesson designed to provide students with a comprehensive understanding of the European Union, the cultural touchstone of backpacking, and the geographical layout of European cities. The lesson involves reading, researching, and planning a backpacking journey through Europe. It is a hands-on activity that encourages students to apply their knowledge of geography, culture, and history to create a unique travel itinerary.
The rationale behind this lesson is to foster a deeper understanding of the interconnectedness of our world, particularly within the context of the European Union. By planning a backpacking journey, students will gain insights into the geographical, cultural, and historical diversity of Europe. They will also develop critical thinking and teamwork skills along with geographic awareness. This activity is designed to make learning geography an engaging and interactive experience, moving beyond rote memorization to application and analysis.
This lesson is aligned with both National Geography Standards and Oklahoma Academic Standards, ensuring that it is not only educationally relevant but also beneficial for students. The activity provides a practical application of these standards, allowing students to see the relevance of what they are learning and how it applies to the real world. Please note this lesson may be adapted for use with digital or desktop-sized maps if the Europe Giant Map is unavailable.

National Geography Standards from Geography for Life
Geographic Elements & Standards:
· Standard 1 – How to use maps and other geographic representations, geospatial technologies, and spatial thinking to understand and communicate information
· Standard 2 – How to use mental maps to organize information about people, places, and environments in a spatial context
· Standard 3 – How to analyze the spatial organization of people, places, and environments on Earth’s surface
· Standard 4 - The physical and human characteristics of places
· Standard 6 – How culture and experience influence people’s perceptions of places and regions
· Standard 9 – The characteristics, distribution, and migration of human populations on Earth's surface
· Standard 10 – The characteristics, distribution, and complexity of Earth's cultural mosaics
· Standard 11 – The patterns and networks of economic interdependence on Earth's surface
· Standard 13 – How the forces of cooperation and conflict among people influence the division and control of Earth’s surface 
· Standard 14 – How human actions modify the physical environment
· Standard 16 – The changes that occur in the meaning, use, distribution, and importance of resources
· Standard 17 – How to apply geography to interpret the past
· Standard 18 – How to apply geography to interpret the present and plan for the future






Oklahoma Academic Standards for the Social Studies:
· 7.1.2 – Apply the concepts of scale, distance, direction, relative location, absolute location, and latitude and longitude.
· 7.1.4 – Integrate visual information and apply the skill of mental mapping of the political and physical features of the Earth’s surface in order to organize information about people, places, and environments.
· 7.1.5 – Integrate visual information, draw conclusions, and make predictions from geographic data; analyze spatial distribution and patterns by interpreting that data as displayed on geographic tools.
· 7.3.1 – Identify on a political map the major countries and population centers of each region.
· 7.3.2 – Compare common cultural traits, including language, ethnic heritage, social systems, and traditions.
· 7.3.4 – Evaluate and summarize the impact of geography on population distribution, density, growth, change, settlement patterns, the availability of resources, and migration, including push and pull factors.
· 7.3.6 – Describe the distribution of resources and evaluate how the three levels of economic activities (primary, secondary, tertiary) contribute to the development of a country or region.
· 7.4.4 – Evaluate the effects of human modification of and adaptation to the natural environment through transformation caused by agriculture, the use of modern irrigation methods, industry, demand for energy, and urbanization.
· 7.4.5 – Summarize the role of ecotourism in creating environmental awareness of resources, climate, cultures, and wildlife.
· 7.5.1 – Define the concept of region and explain how and why regions change over time through physical and human processes which operate to modify the Earth’s surface.
· 7.5.2 – Describe how cultural diffusion, both voluntary and forced, impacts society.
· 7.5.6 – Analyze reasons for conflict and cooperation among groups, societies, and countries, including the creation and involvement of supranational organizations.

Geographic Themes:
Location: Europe
Place: The physical and human characteristics of Europe
Movement: How humans use maps and different methods of transportation to navigate Earth’s surface
Human-Environment Interaction: How transportation infrastructure impacts the environment and how the physical environment imposes design and cost constraints on this infrastructure
Region: Characteristics of different regions across Europe

Objectives:
1. Key Topic/Issue(s) Associated with this Lesson/Unit:
The key topics associated with this lesson include the geography, history, and culture of the European Union, the concept of backpacking, and the planning and execution of a travel itinerary. The lesson also addresses issues such as cultural diversity, economic interdependence, and the impact of human actions on the physical environment.
2. What Should Students Know After this Lesson/Unit:
After this lesson, students should have a comprehensive understanding of Europe's geographical layout, history, and cultural diversity. They should be able to identify major countries and population centers in Europe, understand the patterns and networks of economic interdependence, and appreciate how culture and experience influence people's perceptions of places and regions. Students should also understand how to plan a travel itinerary, taking into account factors such as distance, mode of travel, and cultural landmarks.

3. How Will Students Apply this Lesson/Unit Content:
Students will apply the content of this lesson in several ways. They will use their knowledge of geography to plan a backpacking journey through Europe, applying concepts such as scale, distance, and direction. They will also apply their understanding of cultural diversity and economic interdependence as they consider the various countries they will visit on their journey. Furthermore, they will apply their understanding of how human actions modify the physical environment as they consider the impact of their travel choices. This lesson will also enhance their critical thinking and teamwork skills along with geographic awareness, which are applicable in various real-world contexts.

Materials:
For this lesson, the following tangible items will be needed:
1. Articles: Copies of the two articles "United in Diversity: The Remarkable Journey of the European Union" and "Exploring Europe: The Adventurous Tradition of Backpacking" for each student.
2. Atlas of Europe: An Atlas for each group of students to locate the specified cities.
3. Travel Blogs: Printed copies or digital access to the 15 travel blog entries describing the locations.
4. Clue Cards: Sets of 5 clue cards for each group, containing hints or descriptions related to the cities.
5. Giant Map of Europe (optional): A large, detailed map of Europe for students to plan their routes. Contact okage@ou.edu to reserve the map.
6. Paper and Pens: For note-taking, brainstorming, and creating the final travel itinerary.
7. Computers with Internet Access: If the articles and travel blogs are to be accessed online, computers with internet access will be necessary.
8. LCD Projector: If there are digital elements to be shared with the whole class, such as online maps or digital presentations, an LCD projector will be needed.

Time Frame:  
	1-3 Days Depending on time frame and pacing. 

Procedures:  
1. Students will read two articles: "United in Diversity: The Remarkable Journey of the European Union" and "Exploring Europe: The Adventurous Tradition of Backpacking." These articles provide insights into the history of the European Union and the unique experience of backpacking through Europe.
2. Students will study an Atlas of Europe and locate the 15 cities listed below:
1. Amsterdam, Netherlands: 52.37° N, 4.90° E
2. Athens, Greece: 37.98° N, 23.73° E
3. Berlin, Germany: 52.52° N, 13.41° E
4. Brussels, Belgium: 50.85° N, 4.36° E
5. Budapest, Hungary: 47.50° N, 19.04° E
6. Copenhagen, Denmark: 55.68° N, 12.57° E
7. Dublin, Ireland: 53.35° N, 6.26° W
8. Helsinki, Finland: 60.17° N, 24.94° E
9. Lisbon, Portugal: 38.72° N, 9.14° W
10. Ljubljana, Slovenia: 46.06° N, 14.51° E
11. Madrid, Spain: 40.42° N, 3.70° W
12. Paris, France: 48.86° N, 2.35° E
13. Prague, Czech Republic: 50.08° N, 14.44° E
14. Rome, Italy: 41.90° N, 12.50° E
15. Vienna, Austria: 48.21° N, 16.37° E
3. Students will read the 15 travel blog entries describing these locations. Each blog entry provides information about the climate, history, famous personalities, and popular sights of each city listed above.
4. Students will divide into groups and be given five clue cards each. If necessary, duplicate the clue cards to ensure each group has five cities to work with. The clue cards will contain hints or descriptions related to the cities.
5. Using the clue cards, students will collaboratively develop a backpacking journey through the five cities assigned to their group. They will reference the giant map of Europe to plan the best travel route, considering rail, sail, or highway options, as flying is not allowed in this activity.
6. The travel itinerary created by each group will include the distance traveled between cities, the method of travel (rail, sail, or highway), and the sights the group will see on their journey. Students will have the opportunity to be creative in designing their backpacking adventure, considering the cultural landmarks, natural attractions, and historical sites along the way.

Assessment Options: 
1. Application Assessment: Students will demonstrate their understanding of the geographical layout, history, and cultural diversity of the European Union by planning a backpacking journey. Their travel itineraries will serve as evidence of their ability to apply the concepts learned during the lesson.
2. Performance-based Assessment: Students will present their travel itineraries to the class, explaining their chosen routes, modes of travel, and the cultural landmarks they plan to visit. This will allow the teacher to assess their understanding of the material and their ability to communicate their knowledge effectively.
3. Authentic Assessment: Students' engagement and participation in group discussions and activities throughout the lesson will provide an ongoing assessment of their understanding and application of the concepts.
4. Rubric Assessment: The teacher will use a rubric to evaluate students' travel itineraries and presentations. The rubric could include criteria such as accuracy of geographical information, depth of cultural understanding, creativity in itinerary planning, and effectiveness of presentation.
5. The assessments will be both individual (e.g., participation in discussions, creation of travel itineraries) and group-based (e.g., group discussions, group presentations). They will be short-term (e.g., participation in a single discussion) and long-term (e.g., the creation and presentation of the travel itinerary). The assessments will be both written (e.g., the travel itinerary) and oral (e.g., the presentation), and will involve research (e.g., reading the articles and travel blogs, researching the cities).

Resources:  
· Reference Atlas for capitals & coordinates
· Descriptions & information on locations came from Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Geography textbook, Wikipedia, & other online resources
· Text of the travel journal and riddles generated by ChatGPT and edited for clarity by Mr. Williams
· Oklahoma Academic Standards for Social Studies: https://sde.ok.gov/sites/default/files/documents/files/Oklahoma%20Academic%20Standards%20for%20Social%20Studies%208.26.19.pdf
· National Geography Standards: https://www.nationalgeographic.org/standards/national-geography-standards/

Extension and Enrichment: 
For higher grades or gifted students, the lesson could be extended by incorporating more complex elements. For instance, students could be asked to research and include information about the political and economic systems of the countries they plan to visit. They could also be asked to consider and discuss the environmental impact of their chosen modes of travel and propose ways to mitigate this. Additionally, they could be encouraged to learn a few key phrases in the languages of the countries they will be visiting.

Simplification:
For lower grades or special needs students, the lesson could be simplified by reducing the number of cities to be visited or by providing more structured guidance for the travel itinerary planning process. For example, teachers could provide templates for the travel itineraries or could pre-select the modes of travel between certain cities. The reading materials could also be adapted to be more accessible, with key information highlighted or summarized.

Reducing Time:
To reduce the amount of time needed to present the lesson, teachers could provide students with summaries of the articles and travel blogs instead of having them read the full texts. The number of cities to be visited could also be reduced. Alternatively, the lesson could be split into several shorter sessions, with each session focusing on a different aspect of the activity (e.g., reading and discussing the articles, planning the travel itinerary, presenting the final plans).
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