www.OKAGEweb.org

Title of Lesson: Dreamtime Stories through Aboriginal Art

Author/Designer(s): Heather Braucher, OKAGE TC, Claremore Public Schools

Grade Level (s): 6" and 7t"

Time Recommended: Three 60 minute periods

Overview:

Students will explore and then examine Aboriginal Dreamtime Stories and interpret one of them

through creating an aboriginal painting.
Geography for Life National Standards:

Essential Element II- Places and Regions

Standard 6. How culture and experience influence people’s perceptions of places and regions.

Essential Element VI- The Uses of Geography

Standard 17. How to apply geography to interpret the past.

OAS 2012 OAS 2019
GRADE 7 WORLD GEOGRAPHY EASTERN
HEMISPHERE
Content Standard 4: The student will analyze | 7.3 The student will identify the

the world’s peoples and cultures in the
context of the human systems in the Eastern
Hemisphere.

characteristics, distribution and demographic
patterns of human populations and systems of
the Eastern Hemisphere.

1. Compare and contrast the common
cultural traits including language,
ethnic heritage, social systems,
religions, and traditions and how

cultural diffusion impacts societies.

7.3.2 Compare common cultural traits,
including language, ethnic heritage, social
systems and traditions, and explain how
these traits can both unify or divide people.



http://www.okageweb.org/

Resources and Materials Needed:

Access to computer with internet and a projector screen

Blank sheets of paper for student templates

Class set of pencils

Copies of class set of Student Handout Dreamtime Stories and Reflection: Dreamtime Stories
Through Aboriginal Art

Class set of cardboard, brown paper sacks or poster boards to use as a canvas
Tempera paint in various colors

Utensils for painting including paint brushes, cotton-swab tips, pencils with unused erasers

Paper plates for paint palette, and paper towels for cleaning

Procedures:

Before lesson begins, the teacher will make copies of the Dreamtime Stories and gather the

materials and secure a workplace for students to read and paint.

1. The teacher will share background knowledge with students and show this clip of a
Dreamtime Story (Platypus dreamtime story

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IDI5QwAR8DI&list=PLvhijZM7w-

PpffNflIf9nLjusYnlEXOsLf).

2. The teacher will ask students to interpret the meaning of the story (answers may vary).
3. The teacher will instruct students to read the Dreamtime stories.
4. The teacher will discuss with students the meaning of each story.

5. Students will choose one story to interpret through a dot painting.
6. The teacher will show the following video clips as samples of Aboriginal paintings:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=504IxoTETEU and

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sog4M hu-Nc.

7. Students will create a template of a simple dot painting on a blank sheet of paper. After the

painting is approved by the teacher, students may begin creating the painting.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lDl5QwAR8DI&list=PLvhijZM7w-PpffNfIf9nLjusYnlEX0sLf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lDl5QwAR8DI&list=PLvhijZM7w-PpffNfIf9nLjusYnlEX0sLf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lDl5QwAR8DI&list=PLvhijZM7w-PpffNfIf9nLjusYnlEX0sLf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=504IxoTETEU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=504IxoTETEU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Soq4M_hu-Nc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Soq4M_hu-Nc

8. The teacher should allow time for students to create their works of art.

9. After students finish their paintings, the teacher may choose to display the paintings with the
stories. Optional: the teacher may choose to play Aboriginal music during the painting

sessions.

Enrichment and/or Extension of the lesson:

To enrich the lesson, students may choose to create their own Dreamtime Story before painting.

Notes:
Background knowledge:

“Australian Aboriginal culture can claim to be the oldest continuous living culture on the planet.
Recent dating of the earliest known archaeological sites on the Australian continent - using
thermo-luminescence and other modern dating techniques - have pushed back the date for
Aboriginal presence in Australia to at least 40,000 years. Some of the evidence points to dates
over 60,000 years old. The hallmark of Aboriginal culture is 'oneness with nature'. In traditional
Aboriginal belief systems, nature and landscape are comparable in importance to the bible in
Christian culture. Prominent rocks, canyons, rivers, waterfalls, islands, beaches and other
natural features - as well as sun, moon, visible stars and animals - have their own stories of
creation and inter-connectedness. To the traditional Aborigine they are all sacred: environment
is the essence of Australian Aboriginal godliness. Out of this deep reverence for nature
Aborigines learned to live in remarkable harmony with the land and its animals.”
https://www.didjshop.com/shop1/AbCulturecart.html

References:

Platypus dreamtime story
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IDI5QwWAR8DI&list=PLvhijZM7wPpffNflf9nLjusYnlEXOsLf

Series of animated dreamtime stories https://www.smore.com/mO0Ow9-dreaming-stories-online
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https://www.smore.com/m0w9-dreaming-stories-online

Dreamtime Short Stories and background knowledge
https://www.didjshop.com/shop1/AbCulturecart.html

History of Aboriginal culture
https://www.didjshop.com/AboriginalCulture ExploitationForEconomicPurposes.html

Resources:
OKAGE’s geography resources:

http://www.okageweb.org/resources/

http://www.okageweb.org/member-resources/ http://www.okageweb.org/helpful-links/

Oklahoma Council for the Social Studies (OCSS) and Oklahoma Social Studies Supervisors
Association (OSSSA) Geography Resources for Grades 6 and 7 World Geography.
http://okcss.org/whats-new.html

Appendix:

Student Handout Dreamtime Stories
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Barramundi

Long ago in the dreamtime, there were no fish, so the people lived on animals, roots
and berries. They were all quite content. That is except Boodi and Yalima; for they
wanted to marry. But the tribe insisted that Yalima marry one of the old men, to
look after him. Boodi and Yalima decided to run away, and so they did. Now, to go
against the Elders of the tribe is breaking the law, and is punishable by death, so

soon the men of the tribe began hunting them.

They ran on and on, although they became very tired, they had to keep running.
Eventually, they came to the edge of the land, where the water began and they
knew that to survive, they would have to fight.

With the angry tribe descending on them, they quickly gathered wood, and made
as many spears as they could. But the tribesman were too many, and soon the
spears were all gone. Boodi turned to his beloved Yalima and said, "For us to be

together forever, we must go into the water to live." And so they did.

They are still there in the shape of the Barramundi hiding amongst the logs and

reeds.



Wayamba the Turtle

The Turtle man was out gathering food when he saw the lizard man's wife named
Oola and her three children digging yams. Wayamba decided he would like a wife
and family, so he took them home.

When Wayamba's tribe saw what he had done they were very angry. They
approached the Turtle man and said, "You are going to be punished for this." and
the Turtle man laughed. Early next morning he saw the fury of his tribe as they

showered him with spears.

Wayamba chose the two biggest shield that he had, one slung on his back and one
on his front. As the spears came whizzing through the air, Wayamba drew his arms
inside the shields and ducked his head down between them. Shower after shower
of weapons they slung at him and they were getting closer so that his only chance
to get away was to dive into the creek, and the tribe never saw him again. But in
the water hole where he had dived, they saw a strange creature which had a plate
fixed on its back. When they tried to catch the creature, it drew in its head and
limbs. So they said, "It's Wayamba." And this was the beginning of Wayamba or

Turtles, in the creek.



Piggi-Billa the Porucpine

Piggi-Billa was getting old and not able to do much hunting for himself. Nor did he
care too much for the flesh of Emu and Kangaroo as he did for the flesh of men. He
used to entice young men to his camp by various devices and then kill them and eat
them. At last the Daens found out what he was doing and were determined to
punish him. We will cripple him they said, so that he shall be powerless against
people.

A mob of them went and surrounded his camp. He was lying asleep, face
downwards, as he did not wish his Doowl or dream spirit to leave, as it might have
done if he had slept on his back, with his mouth open. In his sleep he seemed to
hear a rustling in the leaves, but suspected no evil, saying drowsily to himself, "It is

the Bulla Bulla or the butterflies flittering around.

Then he slept on while his enemies closed in around him. Raising their spears, with
one accord, they threw them at him, until his back was one mass, with the spears
sticking up all over it. Then the Daens rushed in and broke his arms and legs, with
their boondis and waggaras or wooden axes, crippling him indeed. As he made
neither sound or movement, they thought that they had killed him, and went back,
satisfied with their vengeance, to the camp, meaning to return for their weapons

later.



As soon as the Daens were gone, Piggi-Billa crawled away on all fours to the
underground home of his friend, Murga Muggai, the spider. Down he went through
the trap door and there he stayed until his wounds were healed. He tried to draw
out the spears but was unable to do so, they stayed in his back forever. He went on

all fours as his tribe have done ever since.

They to, as he did, go quickly underground if in danger from enemies.



The Rainbow Serpent

Far off in Dreamtime, there were only people, no animals or birds, no trees or

bushes, no hills or mountains.

The country was flat. Goorialla, the great Rainbow Serpent, stirred and set off to
look for his own tribe. He travelled across Australia from South to North. He
reached Cape York where he stopped and made a big red mountain called
Naralullgan. He listened to the wind and heard only voices speaking strange

languages.

This is not my country, the people here speak a different tongue. | must look for my
own people. Goorialla left Naralullgan and his huge body made a deep gorge where
he came down. He travelled North for many days and his tracks made the creeks
and rivers as he journeyed North. Goorialla made two more mountains, one of the
Naradunga was long made of granite, the other had sharp peaks and five caves and
was called, Minalinha. One day Goorialla heard singing and said, "Those are my
people, they are holding a big Bora." At the meeting place of the two rivers,
Goorialla found his own people singing and dancing. He watched for a long time,
then he came out and was welcomed by his people. He showed the men how to
dress properly and taught them to dance. A big storm was gathering, so all the

people built humpies for shelter.

Two young men, the bil-bil or Rainbow Lorikeet brothers came looking for shelter

but no one had any room. They asked their grandmother, the Star Woman but she
9



had too many dogs and couldn't help them. the Bil-bil brothers went to Goorialla
who was snoring in his humpy but he had no room. The rain got heavier and the
boys went back to Goorialla and called out that the rain was heavy. Goorialla said,
"All right come in now." The Bil-bil bothers ran into Goorialla's mouth and he
swallowed them. Then he began to worry about what the people would say when
they found the boys missing. He decided to travel North to Bora-bunaru, the only
great natural mountain in the land. Next morning the people found that the boys

were gone and saw the tracks of Goorialla and knew that he had swallowed them.
You may never see these lakes or mountains, but after the rain you will see his spirit

in the sky, which is the rainbow. This is the reason why he is called Goorialla the

Rainbow Serpent.
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The Origin of Water

Once upon a time the land had no water, or so all the animals were led to believe,
because the only way to get a drink or quench their thirst was to chew "Gulbirra",
kangaroo grass, or lick the dew from the leaves.

One day the short nosed bandicoot Gudjilla saw Bangarra the blue tongued lizard
drying himself behind a rock, and when all the other animals heard this, they were
very angry, and said to Bangarra "You must have some water hidden away! Where
have you hidden it?"

Bangarra would not tell because he wanted the water for himself.

The animals called a meeting and chose Gudijilla the bandicoot to follow Bangarra
wherever he went. But Bangarra was very clever and could see Gudjilla out of the

corner of his eye and never revealed where the water was hidden.

The animals called another meeting and chose lJiggirrjiggirr, the little willy wagtail
because he was smaller than Gudjilla and could move a lot faster in case he had to
hide when Bangarra looked around when he heard someone was following. But
when Jiggirrjiggirr did hide, he could not keep his black and white tail from flicking
about. Bangarra still had the water hidden.

The animals did not know what to do. Bangarra was too smart. Then Gula, the rat,
the smallest of all the animals said he could follow Bangarra but all the other
animals laughed at him, and Midin, the ring tailed possum pushed his way in and

told Gula that he was too small and should not be heard.

Gula very hurt, went his own way and crept up very close behind Bangarra, the blue

tongue lizard. Now when Bangarra thought someone was following, and looked to
11



the left, Gula the little rat would jump to the right, and when Bangarra looked to
the right, Gula would jump to the left, and so it was that the little rat Gula followed
the blue tongue lizard Bangarra to the spring that was hidden under a big flat rock,
and when Bangarra lifted the rock to let the spring flow, Gula jumped out from
hiding and frightened Bangarra away, and all the other animals praised Gula for

what he had done.

The animals were so happy for all the running water bubbling from the spring, they
all jumped in and began to splash water everywhere and the kingfisher was so glad,
he swam to and fro, and with his beak made drains and gullies in front of the
running water all the way down to the sea and that is how the small creeks and

gullies were made to this very day.

Reflection: Dreamtime Stories Through Aboriginal Art

STUDENT NAME HOUR
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Directions: Read each Dreamtime Story and write what you think is the meaning or the moral
of the story.

Story #1

Story #2

Story #3

Story #4
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Story #5

Grading Rubric
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Dreamtime Stories Through Aboriginal Art
STUDENT NAME HOUR

Points

Criteria

USED TIME WISELY (5 points maximum)

PARTICIPATED IN CLASS (5 points maximum)

READ DREAMTIME STORIES (20 points maximum)

INTERPRETED STORIES USING COMPLETE SENTENCES
(20 points maximum)

CREATED ART TEMPLATE (10 points maximum)

CREATED AND COMPLETED DOT PAINTING (40 points
maximum)

TOTAL POINTS EARNED (100 points maximum)

Teacher comments:

15



