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Main Culture Hearths

 The Nile River Valley

 The Indus River Valley

 The Hwang He River 

Valley

 The Ganges River Valley

 Mesopotamia
http://mrvargas.webs.com/egypt-map.jpg



What is Culture?

 A certain group’s 
particular way of life

 Social meanings of 
various aspects of life 
such as…..

race

ethnicity

values

languages

religions

clothing styles

http://4.bp.blogspot.com/_Hbo7Ung0Hbg/TFks5qGVQbI/AAAAAAAABZE/atCwARNcJ6E/s1600/amis+kapah+-+savage+minds.jpg



So… What Are Cultural 
“Hearths?”

Those that are the 
most dominant have 
origins in one of a 
few areas called 
“cultural hearths.”

Historically, there 
are 7 main locations 
from which the most 
dominant cultural 
ideas have spread. http://www.geostuff.net/HumanGeo/Graphics/earlyhearths.gif



These regions are considered 
“cultural hearths” because of

 Religion

 The use of iron tools and 

weapons

 Highly organized social 

structures

 The development of 

agriculture

http://factsanddetails.com/media/2/20120206-Homo_sapiens.JPG

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In terms of religion for example, the area around Mecca is considered the cultural hearth for the Islamic religion and the area from which Muslims initially traveled to convert people from Islam.



Components of Influence

 The core: the heart of 
the area and shows the 
most strongly expressed 
cultural traits.

 The domain: surrounds 
the core and is 
influenced by it.

 The sphere: surrounds 
the domain.

 The outlier: surrounds 
the sphere.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Cultural Regions are areas that contain dominant cultural elements.  Direct influence on others.  There are 4 components of influence.



Cultural Diffusion

The spread of 
cultural ideas 
from the core 
and the 
culture hearth 

http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-a63wk-H_x18/TZt-DznTK7I/AAAAAAAAAC8/fGj7pst-3kY/s1600/Coca-Cola.jpg



Main Methods of Cultural 
Diffusion

 Direct

 Forced

 Cultural Imperialism

 Indirect diffusion

http://hti.math.uh.edu/curriculum/units/2007/02/07.02.11_html_m15050007.png

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Direct occurs when two distinct cultures are very close together.  Direct contact leads to an intermingling of cultures.  Historically through trade, intermarriage and sometimes warfare.
Forced diffusion takes place when one culture defeats another.
Cultural Imperialism-actively promoting cultural characteristics such as language, food, religion, etc. of one nation into another.
Indirect-cultural ideas are spread through a middleman or another culture.  




Symobolism

http://misstousignant.files.wordpress.com/2011/04/usseal.png

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ez4jQFLdeB0


Washington’s Masonic Apron

http://www.pagrandlodge.org/mlam/apron/index.html
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