Conflict and Cooperation: Can’t We All Just Get Along?

[image: Map of Iraq]Gulf War
 On August 2, 1990 Iraq invaded Kuwait, a tiny neighboring country with lots of oil and a great location for trade. Iraq’s leader, Saddam Hussein, ordered the invasion and occupation of Kuwait with the aim of acquiring that nation’s large oil reserves, to pay off debts incurred during Iraq’s eight year war with Iran, and expanding Iraqi power in the region. 
[bookmark: ref15346] On August 3 the United Nations Security Council called for Iraq to withdraw from Kuwait, and on August 6 the council imposed a worldwide ban on trade with Iraq. 
[bookmark: ref15347][bookmark: ref791645][bookmark: ref15349][bookmark: ref15350]Iraq’s invasion and the potential threat it then posed to Saudi Arabia, the world’s largest oil producer and exporter, prompted the United States and its western European NATO allies to rush troops to Saudi Arabia to deter a possible attack. Egypt and several other Arab nations joined the anti-Iraq coalition and contributed forces to the military buildup.
On November 29, 1990 the United Nations authorizes use of force against Iraq to begin after January 15, 1991. On January 16, 1991 the United States and its Allies began an air campaign against Iraq. On February 24, allied ground forces led by the United States begin their assault. Within 3 days Arab and U.S. forces had retake Kuwait City.  On February 27 Baghdad radio announces that Iraq will comply with the United Nations resolutions, and on February 28 the coalition attacks against Iraq end. By April 6 Iraq accepts the terms of a cease fire agreement, and the United Nations formally declares an end to the war on April 11, 1991.
[bookmark: _GoBack][image: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/c7/Abrams_in_formation.jpg] U.S. M1 Abrams tanks during the Gulf War
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