Conflict and Cooperation: Can’t We All Just Get Along?
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[image: Image:Kashmir map big.jpg]Born from the partition of India in 1947, the conflict in Kashmir continues today, involving three nuclear powers – China, India and Pakistan – who are in dispute over the territory. The conflict is set against the backdrop of the Himalayan mountains and valleys and involves a patchwork of languages, religions and ethnicities. 
The region is divided among three nuclear power countries in a territorial dispute: Pakistan controls the northwest portion, India controls the central and southern portion (Jammu and Kashmir) and China controls the northeastern portion.
Though these regions are in practice administered by their claimants, neither India nor Pakistan has formally recognized the claims by each other.
The dispute over the region has continued for more than six decades, beginning in 1947 when the British pulled out of India. They divided the country into mostly Hindu India and mostly Muslim Pakistan. Although the region of Kashmir has a mostly Muslim population, the local ruler decided to ally the state with India. War immediately erupted between India and Pakistan. After a U.N.-arranged ceasefire in July 1949, Pakistan gained one third of Kashmir territory. The remaining territory was to be under India's control but to have a status of near independence.
[image: http://cache.pakistantoday.com.pk/2013/11/India-Pakistan-Kashmir-530x338.jpg]Since 1989, there are estimated to be at least 70,000 dead and 8,000 missing. Today people in Kashmir face life alongside a huge military presence and ongoing militia operations. Although a ceasefire agreement was made between India and Pakistan in 2003, the calm is often punctuated by military and insurgent operations from both sides.

1

image1.jpeg




image2.jpeg




