Conflict and Cooperation: Can’t We All Just Get Along?
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 Syria's turmoil began with protests against President Bashar al-Assad's regime in March 2011. It crossed an important threshold a year and a half later, when the international Red Cross formally declared it a civil war. The international community has also stepped in after accusations of chemical weapons use. The human cost climbs as the fighting rages. The death toll now exceeds 100,000 and millions have fled their homes, seeking sanctuary either in neighboring countries or elsewhere in their troubled country
President Bashar al-Assad’s father, who came from a poor Alawite family, seized power in a 1970 coup. Hafez al-Assad ruled Syria with a firm hand and was accused of numerous human rights abuses over the years.  Bashar Assad presented himself as a reformer when he succeeded his father in 2000. But critics have called any changes largely superficial, and Assad's crackdown on protests in March 2011 sparked the current civil war.  Support for Bashar Assad has held firm among the Alawite minority, who make up about 12 per cent of the country's population. Much of the Christian minority have also backed Assad in the past, preferring his secular rule to an Islamist alternative. 
After days of intense talks in Qatar, and under mounting international pressure, Syria's scattered anti-government groups struck a deal to form a unified opposition in November 2012. The Syrian National Coalition for Opposition and Revolutionary Forces was designed to bring together members of various religious sects opposed to Assad. The U.S. and dozens of other countries have officially recognized the coalition as the sole representative of the Syrian people.  Veteran dissident Ahmad Jarba, became the group's new president in July 2013. A member of a prominent eastern Syrian tribe, Jarba also is reported to have close ties to Saudi Arabia.
[image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-vtpntxh7hDM/UhuK-_6DTWI/AAAAAAAAATI/5xxCYIGIIrY/s400/Syria-Diagram.jpg]In August 2012, President Barack Obama said the U.S. would reconsider its opposition to military involvement in the Syrian civil war if Assad's regime deployed or used chemical or biological weapons. He called such action a "red line" for the United States. In June 2013, U.S. officials said that line had been crossed. They reported that Syria has used sarin gas on multiple occasions, killing up to 150 people. Shortly after, Obama authorized sending weapons to the Syrian rebels for the first time. A purported chemical attack in August 2013 pushed the U.S. even closer to action. Obama labeled the alleged attack an "assault on human dignity" and called for direct military action in Syria. However, he agreed to pursue a diplomatic solution backed by Russia before launching any strikes.  
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